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Local Parents 
Steer Clear of 
Edison School 
But Many Harbor Strong 
Opinions Pro and Con 

By Kathy Dalle-Molle 

Edison Charter Academy, located at the 

comer of Dolores and 22nd streets, has 

been embroiled in controversy since June 

24, 1998. That was the day the San Fran¬ 

cisco Board of Education, under the charge 

of School Superintendent Bill Rojas, 

voted 5 to 2 to turn over management of 

the troubled elementary school to Edison 

Schools, Inc., a New York-based firm. 

Debate has raged over a number of 

sticky issues associated with the school, 

from chaises of teacher coercion, and 

bribery and comiption on the part of Ro¬ 

jas and the former school board members, 

to claims that Edison Schools, Inc. has 

squeezed out low-performing students to 

boost test results. But the overarching 

question has been whether a private cor¬ 

poration should be allowed to use tax¬ 

payers’ money to run a public school, and 

net a profit from doing so. 

Since January, when a new majority 

opposed to the charter agreement took 

control of the school board, the Edison 

saga has received heavy press coverage 

in both the local and national media. The 

San Francisco Chronicle, Bay Guardian, 

and Independent have all run exhaustive 

stories, as have the New York Times, Na¬ 

tional Public Radio, and KQED-TV’s 

News Hour with Jim Lehrer. 

The situation really heated up on March 

Walter Farmer, 
1943-2001 
Homeless Man Touched 
Many Lives 

By Kathy Dalle-Molle 

Walter Farmer, a man known for his 

positive outlook, his soulful blue eyes, 

and his willingness to pet-sit neighbor¬ 

hood dogs while their owners ran errands 

on 24th Street, passed from this world on 

Feb. 23, a week shy of his 58th birthday. 

The cause of death was renal kidney fail¬ 

ure. brought on by diabetes. 

The bearded, baseball cap-wearing 

Farmer spent a great portion of the last 

few years of his life on the streets of Noe 

Valley, sitting in his wheelchair on the 

sidewalk in front of Bell Market or near 

the post office on 24th Street. He kept a 

paper cup by his side in which friends and 

passersby often dropped spare change. 

“I always saw him around the neigh¬ 

borhood when I was walking my dog, and 

he always had a gentle smile on his face,” 

recalls Lynnea Key, who lives on 26th 

Street. “He had a face that was full of 

compassion. He would often watch my 

dog when I went inside the post office.” 

“He was part of Noe Valley’s extended 

Students at Edison Charter Academy on 22nd Street appeared calm last month, despite being 
in the eye of the storm over corporate management of a public school. Photo by Beverly Thorp 

26 when the San Francisco Unified School 

District released a 125-page report de¬ 

tailing complaints lodged against Edison 

by parents, teachers, and community 

groups. Among the citations were high 

teacher turnover, misleading test scores, 

and inadequate fiscal reporting. Critics 

also accused the school of “counseling 

out” students who were difficult to teach 

and not providing the type of bilingual ed¬ 

ucation its charter required. 

Edison Schools, meanwhile, has pub¬ 

licly denied all violations of the charter 

agreement. And many of the parents of 

students at Edison Academy have urged 

the school board to butt out. They say that 

the charter school, with its strict disci¬ 

pline, emphasis on academics, longer 

school day, and abundance of computers 

and supplies, is a big improvement over 

the district-managed school of the early 

’90s. Test scores are up, and student and 

parent satisfaction is high, they say. 

On March 27, at a particularly tumul¬ 

tuous, several-hours-long board meeting 

attended by a boisterous crowd of 400 

parents and students—most of them in 

support of Edison—board members voted 

6 to 1 to begin the process of prematurely 

revoking Edison’s five-year charter. The 

board gave Edison 90 days to respond to 

a list of problems or lose its charter and 

return management of the 500-student 

Continued on Page 5 

Life dealt Walter Farmer some serious blows, including the loss of his leg in a logging acci¬ 
dent. But he remained optimistic. "His cup was never half empty. It was always half full,” says 

close friend Steve Hebert 

family, and I talked to him all the time,” 

remembers Coral Reiff, a Noe Valley res¬ 

ident for the past 30 years. “A few days 

before he died, I spoke to him at great 

length. It was clear he was suffering, but 

he was very stoic. Walt never complained.” 

Steve Hebert, a Street Sheet vendor 

who can be found most mornings sitting 

on a crate near the news racks in front of 

the post office, has been gradually spread¬ 

ing word of Farmer’s death to the many 

people who have inquired over the past 

few months. 

“I was his brother,” says Hebert. “We 

were as close as could be, even more than 

brothers related by blood. We never ar¬ 

gued, we got along fabulously. He was a 

good guy, and 1 really miss him a lot.” 

It was Hebert who took Farmer to San 

Francisco General on Feb. 20 because 

Noe on the Shaky 
Economy: What— 
Us Worry? 

By Heidi Anderson 

The news is grim. Investors have all 

but abandoned tech stocks that were once 

the darlings of Wall Street. The Federal 

Reserve keeps lowering interest rates to 

stave off a recession. Dot-coms are dis¬ 

appearing. The media can’t seem to keep 

up with the list of companies announcing 

huge layoffs. Time to tighten the belt. 

You wouldn’t know it around Noe Val¬ 

ley. Well, not from what people are telling 

the Voice. 

According to a recent woman-on-the- 

street survey, a lot of Noe Valley residents 

are still employed. Many have businesses 

of their own that are doing fine. Asked if 

they have changed their spending habits 

because of the downturn in the economy, 

most respondents simply shake their heads. 

“No,” says John, who co-owns a busi¬ 

ness on Church Street. “I’ve definitely 

thought about it, but haven’t changed 

anything yet.” 

Ed from Glen Park gives the question 

some thought, then decides, “Actually no. 

I’m conscious of my spending, but I 

haven’t changed anything yet.” Ed says 

he’s self-employed and doesn’t do any 

work for dot-com businesses. 

Ryan of Sanchez Street shrugs, “Nope, 

but I work in a coffee place, so I’m always 

strapped for cash.” 

Pam is aware of a need to cut back on 

spending. “Oh, sure,” says the Noe Val¬ 

ley Judo teacher, then she smiles meekly, 

“at least in my mind I have.” 

Craig of Burnett Street says he feels 

immune to the current cruddy economy 

and sees no reason to become frugal. “I 

don't work for a dot-com. I'm in pharma¬ 

ceuticals.” 

Katherine, who lives on 24th Street, is 

blunt about her spending habits. “No, I 

haven’t changed anything. I’m an artist. 

It’s always bad.” 

“Me? I’m spending more,” said Patrick 

of Day Street. But he’s doing some work 

on his house, so he has an excuse. • 

But, Just in Case... 

Not all of us are that carefree. Some of 

us have adjusted our spending, in a nod 

to the shrinking job market and lousy re¬ 

turns on our investments. 

“I’m being a little more careful,” re- 

Continued on Page 9 

Farmer was having difficulty breathing. 

Hebert also was at Farmer’s hospital bed¬ 

side when he died three days later. 

“Walter had been sick for a while,” says 

Hebert. “But he never let on how badly 

he was feeling. He’d been in the hospital 

a few times in the last year for dehydra¬ 

tion and high blood sugar from his dia¬ 

betes, but he always came out. 

“This last time, I knew it was bad, but 

Continued on Page 13 
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May Will Be. It didn't shower that much in April, but these hardy San Francisco cala lilies 

don’t care. Their systems will survive rotating outages and massive layoffs with their mother 

hearts intact and always ready for the next season. Photo by Nojib Joe Hakim 

Don’t end up on our “wall of shame.” 

M EXIC4* 

★ Mexican Grill* 
Lean Mexican Cuisine 

Including: 

Broiled Salmon BlIRRITOS ★ Delicious CHICKEN Mole ★ Wonderful ENCHILADAS 

Cactus BlIRRITOS ★ Fantastic Grilled (JUESARILLAS ★ Grilled SEAFOOD Specials 

Great TACOS * Variety of VEGETARIAN Dishes 

and much more! 

OAecAs Up Out —AFor- /Ac AFirs/> .AtAme.'f 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Creal Atmosphere! ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Open Everyday ★ 11 am -10 pm 

3917 24th Street at Sanchez ★ 648-0477 



Does any real estate company 
understand our neighborhood 

better than Zephyr? 

The Noe Valley Voice • May 2001 3 
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When you think real estate in Noe Valley, 

start with Zephyr. Zephyr knows Noe like 

nobody else. It’s our home. We sell more 

property in this community than any other 

company because we provide the most 

experienced and personable services 

available. Stop by our office on 24th Street 

or call us. We’re the first name in Noe 

Valley real estate. 

ZEPHYR 
REAL ESTATE 

4040 24th Street • Noe Valley • 415-695-7707 • www.zephyr-re.com 

4200 17th Street • 415-S52-9500 318 Brannan Street • 415-905-0250 
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Pearl Sale 
(silver, champagne, platinum, white) 

I-ORBEADIN' 
1185 Church St. at 24th 

641-1414 

BEADS, ART, JEWELRY 
we'll help you create a masterpiece 

BENEFIT FOR CAMBODIAN WEAVERS 
MAY 10TH-13TH 

20% of all sales go to Joom Noon Weaving Project 

Free Kick-off Reception, Thursday, May 10 th 6-8 

Join us to honor the work of Cambodian landmine survivors 

using their skills as weavers to build a better future. 

SUMA 
1224 9th Avenue (at Lincoln) 

tel: 415-759-7862 
Hours: M-Sa I 1-7 / Su 12-5 

PALM SPRINGS? 
Call on San Francisco’s most 
trusted Realtor in the desert 

Jay Margrey 
760-323-5000 x143 

psjfm@aol.com 

(Sfj Prudential 
California Realty 

LETTERS 3 4 « 

Recommended “Night Out” - Travel & Leisure Magazine 

“Best place to Make the Move” - S.F. Weekly 

“Stylish ... Bohemian” -- San Francisco Magazine 

LOMWUli mrnm 
Full Bar / Music / Local Color 

3394-22nd Street at Guerrero 

415-648-0109 

Let's Hear It for Housing 
Editor: 

I can’t think of a better use for the 

Dan’s Auto Service site than high-density 

housing ("Developers Unveil a Large 

Four-Story Building to Replace Former 

Gas Station,” April 2(X)1 ]. 

Undersupply is the major factor in the 

high cost of housing in the Bay Area, and 

in particular in popular areas like Noe 

Valley. Adding housing, even market-rate 

housing, reduces the overall burden of low 

supply and contributes to solving our city’s 

housing crisis for people of all incomes. 

This project will also add two units of 

affordable housing for lower-income res¬ 

idents, a valuable step toward increasing 

our very limited permanently affordable 

housing supply. (If this site is allowed to 

become a parking lot, no units of afford¬ 

able housing will be built on this site.) 

More residents also means more pa¬ 

trons for existing local shops. And more 

small-scale retail shops on the ground 

floor will mean more pedestrian traffic 

for all stores, new and existing. 

It seems to me the developer has made 

noteworthy efforts to accommodate the 

preferences of the neighborhood: step¬ 

ping the building back from the sidewalk, 

stepping the fourth story back so it is in¬ 

visible from the street, giving the project 

a Victorian architectural style so that it fits 

into the neighborhood context, offering 

additional parking beyond what the resi¬ 

dents need, and reducing the size of the 

retail spaces to encourage locally owned 

businesses to lease there. 

San Franciscans too often cry for no 

growth, when really what we need is good, 

responsible, neighborhood-serving growth. 

Our city is growing and changing, 

whether any of us like it or not, and we in 

Noe Valley have a unique opportunity to 

shape this growth in ways that make sense 

for our very special neighborhood. 

1 think it is time for the neighborhood 

to offer this project’s creators our whole¬ 

hearted support, for contributing so sub¬ 

stantially to the neighborhood we love. 
Marci Riseman 

Via e-mail 

Put the Parking at Bell Market 
Editor: 

Regarding the designs proposed for 

Dan’s: This is the best place to add pop¬ 

ulation to the valley. The more people liv¬ 

ing on 24th Street the better. People living 

in a building at 24th and Sanchez are go¬ 

ing to walk to do their local shopping and 

are more likely to take advantage of the 

public transit opportunities in the area. 

As for the problem of people looking 

into other people’s windows, that can be 

mitigated by angling the windows on the 

back of the new building or even on the 

existing buildings on Jersey. It would be 

too bad if the north side of 24th Street lost 

its winter sun, but given the fourth-floor 

setback in the plan. I’m not convinced 

that this would really happen. Even if it 

did, we are only talking about a couple of 

hours a day for a couple of months a year. 

Ideally, the Dan’s site would have be- 

low-grade monthly parking, first-floor 

housing for the disabled, affordable hous¬ 

ing for clerks and artists on the second 

floor, and hourly parking on the top two 

floors (resulting in a lower profile). But 

this isn’t going to happen. 

Anyway, the best place to add parking 

would be in front of Bell Market. Two 

more levels of parking there, right in the 

center of the shopping district, would 

help—though how it would affect traffic 

is anybody’s guess. 
Ted Jones 

Expatriate 

Go Back to the Drawing Board 
Editor: 

We were extremely dismayed to see the 

sketch for the Dan’s site on the front page 

of your April issue. As local design pro¬ 

fessionals, we are saddened to see wa¬ 

tered-down, generic proposals being 

passed off as appropriate urbanism. We 

must ask more of our architects, and of 

the Planning Department. 

These developers are taking a stage-set 

approach to “neighborhood-friendly” de¬ 

sign in order to mask the bulk and den¬ 

sity of their proposals. 

When did a "quaint,” vaguely Victorian 

appearance become an acceptable substi¬ 

tute for well-planned, innovative design? 

This is visual pandering, propaganda de¬ 

signed to quell opposition. It is not a con¬ 

tinuation of the urban fabric. 

We are not fooled, and encourage our 

friends and neighbors to demand a 

higher-quality of design concept for Noe 

Valley and San Francisco. 

Ross Levy 

Therese Peffer 

Karen Andersen 

Louise Lieber 

John Ederer 

Levy Art & Architecture, Inc. 

3850 23rd Street, S.F., CA 94114 
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Edison Academy is located on 22nd Street between Chattanooga and Dolores, on the edges 

of Noe Valley. Still, few neighborhood parents enroll their children there. Photo by Bevedy Thorp 

Should a Public 
School Be Run by 
A Corporation? 

Continued from Page / 

school to the district. The school is scram¬ 

bling to meet the board's demands, while 

continuing to hold classes through June. 

But, despite Edison's location on the 

edge of Noe Valley, the politically active, 

normally very vocal Noe Valley commu¬ 

nity has been largely silent regarding the 

charter controversy. 

“I think one of the reasons Noe Valley 

hasn’t been interested is that residents 

don’t realize what this could mean to the 

district as a whole,” says Marybeth Wal¬ 

lace, vice president of Upper Noe Neigh¬ 

bors and the parent-involvement coordi¬ 

nator at Coleman Advocates for Youth 

and Children, which has strongly op¬ 

posed the Edison Inc. charter. 

“Noe Valley parents don’t take the Edi¬ 

son issue personally, because it doesn't 

personally affect them,” Wallace contin¬ 

ues. “Plus, Edison’s location feels more 

like the Mission than Noe Valley, so they 

don’t think of Edison as a Noe Valley 

school. Also, Noe Valley tends to have 

younger children living here, so perhaps 

parents are not into public school issues 

yet, and a lot of Noe Valley school-age 

children are in private school.” 

“I think there are two sets of parents in 

the neighborhood,” adds Jane Reed, a 

Chattanooga Street resident. “There’s the 

older set, like me, whose kids have al¬ 

ready been through the schools, and con¬ 

sequently we’ve already done our share 

of political screaming. The younger par¬ 

ents are not hip enough to school issues 

yet, or maybe they don’t get the impact, 

or they’re frustrated because they feel as 

if their voice doesn’t matter.” 

Over the past month, the Voice spent 

several hours seeking out and interview¬ 

ing neighborhood leaders and residents 

along 24th Street to get their thoughts 

about the charter issue and the seeming 

lack of interest among their neighbors. 

Several people we spoke to didn’t 

know what Edison was and hadn’t read 

any of the news reports. “As long as 

they’re not putting any dot-comers in 

there, whatever they decide to do is okay 

with me,” said one resident. 

Others, like Elizabeth Street resident 

Sharon Hamilton, are aware of the story, 

but not particularly interested because 

they plan to move from San Francisco by 

the time their children enter school. 

“What the district is doing seems like a 

good move to me,” says Hamilton, a par¬ 

ent of a 2'/2-year-old son with another 

baby on the way. “I’m a nurse, and if our 

union can’t get what they want, they 

threaten a strike. This seems like the same 

process to me. 

“Schools are a long-term issue,” she 

adds. “We’ve lived in Noe Valley for 

seven years, but are getting ready to move 

to San Anselmo. There’s better weather, 

more space,, and a better quality of life. I 

always knew I would move out of San 

Francisco at some point.” 

Says Laurel Eby, a Jersey Street resi¬ 

dent and parent of a 2-year-old daughter 

(she also has another baby due any day), 

“Previous to the charter, Edison 

was a really bad school. There 

was truancy, trash, the school 

was ground zero for trouble. 

It’s really different now. It’s not 

a perfect world at Edison, but 

it’s good and intact.” 

—Lupe Hernandez 

“It seems kind of silly to me that they’re 

revoking the charter solely because it’s a 

for-profit school. Edison seems to be do¬ 

ing a good job. The parents seem to think 

their kids are getting a good education, 

and the school district hadn’t been doing 

a good job of keeping the school running.” 

However, Eby says her family “will 

probably leave the city” when her chil¬ 

dren reach school-age. “The schools 

aren’t good, and we can’t afford to buy a 

house here. Unless housing prices come 

down and the schools improve vastly in 

the next three years, we’ll probably move 

to the East Bay.” 

Still, there are some Noe Valley resi¬ 

dents who are quite concerned about the 

Edison situation. 

Gloria Lee lives on Dolores across the 

street from the school and was one of the 

few Noe Valley residents who attended 

the March 27 board meeting. 

“I think it’s too bad the neighboring 

community hasn’t gotten involved,” she 

says. “As a citizen of San Francisco, I am 

concerned about this situation. It’s true 

that there is the philosophical issue for 

parents of whether they want to send their 

students to a school run by a for-profit 

company, but what the school board 

really needs to focus on are student test 

results and whether the students are learn¬ 

ing. It doesn’t seem to me that the board 

is doing that. 

“I volunteered at Edison when the cor¬ 

poration first took over, and I’ve seen a 

huge improvement in the education kids 

are getting now,” she continues. “Also, I 

work from home a lot of days, and I can 

see from my window how well behaved 

the kids are in the schoolyard. If you look 

at the data, the school has improved. I 

think there is something drastically wrong 

with what the board is doing. I don’t have 

kids yet, but I’m seriously going to re¬ 

think raising my kids in San Francisco if 

this is how the school board operates.” 

Hill Street resident Zack Rogow, who 

is the parent of two children enrolled in 

San Francisco public schools, also at¬ 

tended the March 27 board meeting, but 

he remains worried about the idea of a pri¬ 

vate corporation running a public school. 

“There are a lot of unanswered questions 

about the way [Edison Inc.] manages its 

finances and selects the student body,” he 

says. “We need a mechanism to hold Edi¬ 

son Inc. accountable. This whole situa¬ 

tion raises serious questions about 

whether the public can demand account¬ 

ability from a private corporation. 

“I don’t think people in Noe Valley re¬ 

alize the seriousness of the issue,” Rogow 

continues. “Many people at the March 27 

board meeting who were Edison support¬ 

ers were brought in on buses. As an indi¬ 

vidual who came to the meeting to listen. 

I had the sense that public opinion was be¬ 

ing manipulated." 

“A corporation has to make 

money. How is Edison Inc. 

going to stay afloat? The 

project right now is exciting 

and new, but where is it 

heading? I have friends whose 

kids go to Eairmount, and 

they rave about the school, 

which is a public school. 

Why can’t what works for 

Eairmount work with Edison? 

Philosophically, privatization 

doesn’t sit right with me.” 

—Dave Monks 

Dave Monks, who is president of 

Friends of Noe Valley and was president 

of the Noe Valley Democratic Club when 

the club made its endorsements for the 

November school board race, is also on 

the side of the school board. “I know that 

a lot of the parents seem very happy with 

the program," he says, “but I think the 

board members are dealing with a man¬ 

date from the voters to get Edison out of 

the public schools. Anti-privatization is 

the platform that these board members 

were elected on. They’re just doing what 

the voters mandated them to do. I think 

they are looking for a mechanism to un¬ 

wind the charter." 

Monks says that when the Noe Valley 

Democratic Club made its endorsements 

last fall, the candidates' stance on priva¬ 

tization of schools was one of the topics 

they queried candidates about. 

“And that goes for other organizations 

who made endorsements too.” says 

Monks. “Nearly every organization out 

there asked candidates about it. It came 

down to the issue of what level do we 

want to have corporations involved in our 

public schools. We endorsed candidates 

like Jill Wynns and Enc Mar. 

“I am concerned about the financial is¬ 

sues,” he adds. “A corporation has to make 

money. How is Edison Inc. going to stay 

afloat? The project right now is exciting 

and new, but where is it heading? 1 have 

friends whose kids go to Fairmount. and 

they rave about the school, which is a 

public school. Why can’t what works for 

Fairmount work at Edison? Philosophical¬ 

ly, privatization doesn't sit right with me.” 

However, Lupe Hernandez, a Mission 

resident and parent of an Edison first- 

grader. is fearful of what could happen if 

the school board revokes the charter and 

Edison returns to management by the 

school district. 

“Edison parents don't want the school 

to revert to what it was," she says, “and 

there’s a large chance it w ill if the board 

does what it says it’s going to do. I'm not 

Continued on Page 7 

FRAMING SALE 

While-You-Wait Framing Special $39.95 
Up to 24" x 36". Includes frame, glass, mounting, 

wire and hooks. Metal Frames only. 
Monday thru Friday only. Limit 2 per customer. 

Beveled Mirrors 24" x 36” $39.95 

415.826.2321 
934 Valencia St. at 20th Street 

www.back2picture.com 

Back to the Picture/Latin American Gallerv 
J 

presents 

Contemporary Salvadoran Painters 

Isaias Mata and Ricardo Cartagena 

“Imagenes de un Mismo Anil”/ 
“Images of a Same Blue" 

Opening Reception 

May 17, Thursday, 8-10 p.m. 

934 Valencia St. at 20th Street • San Francisco, CA 

415.826.2321 
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POTRERO 
GALLERY 

www.potrerogallery.com 

Everything beautiful 

AND COLLECTIBLE 

FOR YOUR HOME & GARDEN 

Forgotten Shanghai 
Asian antiques and accessories 

for your modem home, 

www. forgottcnshanghai com 

burnishing* and artifact* from places cast 

www.farcompany.com 

Affordably priced 

Italian ceramics, 

www.toscanaceramics.com 
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Asian antiquities, collectibles and tribal arts 
MEPU 

Reclaimed old-growth teak 

furniture made by nature 

www.mcrudesign.com 

Open Mon - Sat • lOam - 6pm. Sun -12-5 pm 

1301 17th Street @ Missouri St.. San Francisco. CA 94107 (4-15^ 553~7774 
PUBLIC WELCOME • COURTESY TO THE TRADE 

CONSULTATION 

DEANNA GLORY 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

C* 

DESIGN INSTALLATION 

(y tw ^ 0 Cv/ & . . . G • • • 

Spanish Gardens - Woodland Gardens - Fragrance Gardens 

the list is endless ... 

• Consultation Only Services Available 

• Gift Certificates Available For Design 
(Makes A Great Wedding Gift!) 

BEAUTIFULLY landscaped gardens 

reduce stress. Invest in your 

property and in your well being! 

Ph. 415.695.9400 Fax 415.695.9449 Email: deannaPglorydesign.com 
Member Assoc of Professional Landscape Designers • CA Landscape Contractors Assoc 
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LETTERS 34C 
Shamrocks Bring Luck to MDA 
Editor: 

Even the leprechauns are green with 

envy over San Francisco’s response to the 

Muscular Dystrophy Association’s 

Shamrocks Against Dystrophy cam¬ 

paign. Many thanks to the thousands of 

people who donated to MDA and signed 

paper shamrocks in Noe Valley busi¬ 

nesses in February and March. Their gen¬ 

erous participation in Shamrocks will 

help MDA continue to provide families 

affected by neuromuscular diseases in 

our community with valuable services. 

As one of many who has a loved one 

affected by a neuromuscular disease, I’m 

genuinely grateful for the caring support 

of customers and employees at conve¬ 

nience stores, supermarkets, restaurants, 

and other retailers in San Francisco. 

The 18th annual Shamrocks Against 

Dystrophy campaign raised more than 

$10 million nationally. These donations 

help MDA fund almost 400 research 

teams worldwide. On behalf of the mil¬ 

lions of Americans affected in some way 

by the more than 40 diseases covered by 

MDA, thank you. And may St. Patrick 

bless you all year long! 

Maureen McGovern 

National Chairperson 

MDA Shamrocks Against Dystrophy 

800-572-1717 

Buoyed by April Fool’s 
Editor: 

You beat us to the story of the sub¬ 

marines running on the J-Church line 

["Muni Descends to New Lows," April 

Fool’s 2001). That was the best parody is¬ 

sue of anything that I’ve seen in years. 

Had me laughing like an idiot on my seat 

in front of Martha’s. Congrats! 

Adair Lara 

alara@sfchronicle.com 

Driving Dysfunction? 
Editor: 

1 was excited to see your ad for the new 

Dodge Priaprism, which the manufac¬ 

turer claims has even more pep than the 

Ford Probe [April Fool’s 2001], Could 

you please tell me where I could order 

one? Are batteries ificluded? 

Manfred Nada 

Old Navy Street 

Editor's Reply: There is no Priaprism 

dealer in Noe Valley at the present time, 

hut our motorcycle shop, A Girl and Her 

Hog, expects to carry them soon. 

Sorry, We Got Carried Away 
Editor: 

Greetings from Florida. Here’s a change 

of address for my subscription. Don’t 

want to miss my monthly update on the 

old neighborhood.... 

By the way, as usual, the April Fool’s 

issue was a hoot—I especially liked the 

Noe Valley version of the “in-law suite” 

[“Noe Achieves Full Occupancy,” April 

Fool’s 2001]. Keep up the good work! 

But P.S.: Please omit the four-letter 

words in future issues. Must vulgarity 

creep into every corner of American 

life—even the NW? 
Rick Emmer 

Tampa, Florida 

Bike to Work Day, May 17, Offers Fun Commute 
New Noe Valley Resident Takes to Two Wheels 

By Abbie Collins 

Since I recently moved from the Inner Sunset to Chattanooga Street, I have 

not only a wonderful new neighborhood, but also a longer commute to 

work. I soon realized the fastest way to get to my job at UCSF Med Center 

would be riding my bike. At first I was a little daunted by the hills in Noe Val¬ 

ley, and pored over my S.F. Bike Map and Walking Guide, which gives bicycle 

routes and street grades. I found a route avoiding hills, along Valencia Street, 

through the “Wiggle,” and to the Panhandle. 

But instead of going that way, on the first sunny morning that I donned my 

helmet and orange safety vest, I decided to give the hills a try. With Twin 

Peaks on the horizon, and in my lowest gear, I cycled up 24th Street to Hoff¬ 

man. and worked my way to the spiral Market Street overpass at the top of 

Romain Street. Now I’m definitely not a superb athlete, and I probably could 

have walked those hills faster than I rode them, but getting to the top of a hill 

on (or with) a bike is rewarding. There are the incredible views of the Bay. Mt. 

Diablo, and the city, the sense of accomplishment, and best of all, the downhills! 

Since that morning I’ve been hooked, and have been riding the hills to and 

from work almost every day. Sometimes 1 try new routes, including quieter 

residential streets. I actually look forward to my commute because of the exer¬ 

cise I get (can’t ever seem to make it to the gym), and the quiet time I have 

between leaving home and starting my busy day at the hospital. 

If you’ve ever considered oiling up that chain and giving a bike commute a 

try. Bike to Work Day on May 17 is the perfect opportunity. You can join hun¬ 

dreds of other eager cyclists and ride to work. There will be "energizer sta¬ 

tions,” replete with bagels, coffee, juice, and other free stuff, and lots of your 

neighbors with their trusty steeds. In fact, the entire month of May will be 

filled with fun bicycling events. 

For more information, contact the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition at 431- 

BIKE. or check out wvew.sfbike.org (it has the online bike map). Whether it’s 

your first time, or you’ve been riding to work for years. Bike to Work Day is a 

great chance to put on your helmet and go for a spin. See you there. □ 
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Edison Under 
The Microscope 

Continued from Page 5 

here to change people’s minds about what 

they think politically or philosophically. 

1 just want a good school for my son.” 

She also says she can understand the 

Noe Valley community not wanting to get 

involved with Edison. “Previous to the 

charter, Edison was a really bad school,” 

says Hernandez. “There was truancy, trash, 

the school was ground zero for trouble. 

It’s really different now. It’s not a perfect 

world at Edison, but it’s good and intact.” 

Douglass Street resident Kitty Clark 

concurs. She transferred her daughter 

from Alvarado Elementary to Edison 

three years ago when it became a charter 

school. Clark also served as PTA presi¬ 

dent at Edison during her daughter’s first 

year at the school. She has attended many 

of the recent school board meetings and 

“I volunteered at Edison when 

the corporation first took 

over, and I’ve seen a huge 

improvement in the education 

kids are getting now. Also, I 

work from home a lot of days, 

and I can see from my window 

how well-behaved the kids are 

in the schoolyard.... I think 

there is something drastically 

wrong with what the board is 

doing. I don’t have kids yet, 

but I’m seriously going to 

rethink raising my kids in San 

Francisco if this is how the 

school board operates.” 

—Gloria Lee 

spoken out and written letters in support 

of the Edison charter. 

“All the controversy is so sad and 

seems to be never-ending,” she says. “My 

daughter went to Edison for fourth and 

fifth grade and had a completely positive 

experience. The academic program at 

Edison is outstanding. I was so impressed 

with the staff and how well defined the 

program was. Other schools in the district 

do not have these standards.” 

Clark says that when she told other par¬ 

ents she was transferring her daughter 

from Alvarado to Edison, where she 

would be one of 14 Caucasian students 

out of a student body of 400, “their re¬ 

sponse was stunned disbelief. But at Al¬ 

varado, her test scores were dropping 

every year and she just didn’t seem to be 

challenged. They weren’t moving fast 

enough for her there.” 

Edison Academy has the look of a hallowed 

institution, but its days as a privately run 

charter school may be numbered. 

Photo by Beverly Thorp 

Today, as a sixth-grader at Roosevelt 

Middle School, Clark’s daughter is in the 

honors program and scoring high on stan¬ 

dardized tests. “She was so ahead of the 

other kids in math at the beginning of the 

school year that she was asked to tutor 

some of her classmates,” Clark notes. 

“All the comments that I’ve read in the 

newspaper about Edison students acting 

out and everything, my daughter never 

experienced any of that. My evaluation of 

Edison is 100 percent positive. I can't 

speak highly enough about the teachers 

“There have been complaints 

against Edison, and it is the 

school board’s mission to serve 

the district as a whole. We’re 

not just talking about the 500 

kids who go to Edison. We’re 

talking about the 60,000 kids in 

the district. Edison has a lot 

invested in the school, but the 

corporation has not held up its 

end of the bargain.” 

—Marybeth Wallace 

and the program. The students get lots of 

individual attention, and Edison has art 

and music programs, which the district 

can’t support in most schools.” 

As for Edison’s financial motives, 

Clark says, “I was president of the PTA 

and was able to look at Edison’s books, 

and I can tell you that Edison is not get¬ 

ting rich off of this school. They have 

made a very big investment that really 

should be considered as a gift to a public 

school. I am a single mother who works 

as a bookstore manager. Edison is a 

school that definitely caters to children 

that cannot afford a private school.” 

ONE NOE VALLEY FAMILY - 
TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 

DUGGAN’S 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
THE DUGGAN WELCH FAMILY 

FD 44 

3434 17th St. 
nr. Valencia 

415-431-4900 * 

Largest Parking Capacity 
in the Mission 

REILLY CO. 
GOODWIN <St SCANNELL 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

FD 283 

1598 Dolores St. 
at 29th 

415-648-2233 

Burial and Cremation arrangements at lower cost than societies 

and corporate owned mortuaries. 

The Welch Family has lived in the Mission for five generations 
and in Noe Valley since 1976. 

Though she is sympathetic to Clark’s 

plight. Marybeth Wallace, a 20-year res¬ 

ident of the neighborhood and a public 

school parent since 1985, remains on the 

opposite side of the fence. She attended 

the March 27 board meeting as an em¬ 

ployee of Coleman Advocates and spoke 

out vehemently against the "arrogance" of 

Edison Inc. “They are pitting parents against 

the school district, and that is not right. 

“I don't doubt that there are happy par¬ 

ents at the school," she says, “and that there 

are good things going on at Edison. How¬ 

ever, there have been complaints against 

Edison, and it is the school board's mis¬ 

sion to serve the district as a whole. We're 

not just talking about the 500 kids who go 

to Edison. We’re talking about the 60,000 

kids in the district. Edison has a lot in¬ 

vested in the school, but the corporation 

has not held up its end of the bargain." 

Wallace claims, for example, that Edi¬ 

son’s community council is not function¬ 

ing as the decision-making entity on 

school policies and finances which it is 

required to be by law. Instead, the coun¬ 

cil meets irregularly and acts only in an 

advisory capacity, she says. 

“This is not just about ideology," Wal¬ 

lace argues. “The only way to get Edison 

to comply and respond is by threatening 

to revoke the charter.” 

But most residents wish the school dis¬ 

trict had never gotten into this mess. 

“I think the whole history of Edison is 

very sad," says Jane Reed. "When we 

moved here with our two kids 18 years 

ago, the people who had lived in the house 

previously had sent their daughter to Edi¬ 

son and said it used to be a great school. 

There was lots of parent involvement. Once 

busing started, the school fell apart. Peo¬ 

ple in the neighborhood didn’t send their kids 

there anymore. Now this is happening. 

“I was president of the PTA 

and was able to look at 

Edison’s books, and I can tell 

you that Edison is not getting 

rich off of this school. They 

have made a very big invest¬ 

ment that really should be 

considered as a gift to a public 

school. I am a single mother 

who works as a bookstore 

manager. Edison is a school 

that definitely caters to 

children that cannot afford 

a private school.” 

—Kitty Clark 

“I think the whole history of 

Edison is very sad. When we 

moved here with our two kids 

IK years ago, the people who 

had lived in the house previ¬ 

ously had sent their daughter 

to Edison and said it used to be 

a great school.... I wish Edison 

could go back to being a great 

neighborhood school for the 

Mission and Noe Valley.” 

—Jane Reed 

I’ve read about the high teacher turnover 

and how the teachers are overworked.... 

“I wish Edison could go back to being 

a great neighborhood school for the Mis¬ 

sion and Noe Valley,” sighs Reed. “The cur¬ 

rent concept is interesting, but it doesn't 

seem to work. If teachers aren’t happy, 

that’s a serious problem. I don't know 

how Rooftop got to be so great, but that’s 

the model that all the public schools 

should get back to." 

Christina Moretta. a Dolores Street res¬ 

ident and mother of a 5-year-old son, 

says, “When I first heard about the char¬ 

ter. I was opposed because I like schools 

to be operated more at a grassroots level, 

and I haven't read great things about it 

since. Teachers are not happy there, and 

I feel bad for the kids to be stuck with hav¬ 

ing to deal with so much transition." 

Moretta’s son will begin kindergarten 

at Buena Vista Elementary next fall. “We 

didn't include Edison as one of our choices 

because I don't believe in charter schools 

and because I wanted my son to be in a lan¬ 

guage-immersion program like at Buena 

Vista. I m thrilled he got into Buena Vista. 

I just don’t think of Edison as a neigh¬ 

borhood school. I see Alvarado as more 

of a neighborhood school than Edison " 

Even if the school board ultimately 

votes to revoke Edison’s charter, parents 

like Lupe Hernandez have vowed to con¬ 

tinue to fight for the school. ’This debate 

has mobilized us,” she says. "We’re go¬ 

ing to do whatever we can, but I won't say 

that this situation hasn't been hard. We 

have jobs during the day and children to 

care for at night. This is not what I ex¬ 

pected when it was time to send my kid 

to school. I expected field trips and 

homework, but I didn’t expect to be go¬ 

ing to board meetings and fighting for the 

school to stay open as it is." 

Perhaps Dolores Street resident Gloria 

Lee sums up the situation best: “I just 

hope the kids continue to get the educa¬ 

tion they deserve." □ 

Custom Windows 
Sc 

Exterior Siding 
♦ Never paint again! 

♦ Energy Efficient 

♦ Family-run company 

♦ Locally-owned 

♦ Free Estimates 

♦ Lifetime Warranty 

»Y>° vA' 

1Q% off 
, U|3 to $500.00 by , 

mentioning tHis ad! 

California Contractor* Luc use • 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 

HOME RENEWAL INC 

Call now for 

your free estimate 

1 -800-747-0272 
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Sue Bowie 
Real Estate Broker 

Noe Valley Specialist 

(415) 642-4000 
suebowie@aol.com 

"When Excellence Counts... 
Demand the Very Best" 

Real Estate Expertise: 

15+ Years Full-Time Experience 
Top 1% Nationally for 10+Years 

600+ Successfully Closed Transactions 

Background for Real Estate: 

Noe Valley Homeowner for 20+ Years 
Income Property Owner and Manager, 15+ Years 

Teaching, Research and Counseling Skills 

Community Activities: 

Co-Chairperson, Upper Noe Neighbors, 10 Years 
Neighborhood Beautification and Improvements 

Organized Sidewalk Plantings for 350 Trees in Noe Valley 

Sue Bowie _ _ ,. . 
Top 1% Nationally Prudential 

California Realty 

(415) 642-4000 
suebowie@aol.com 677 Portola Drive, San Francisco 94127 

two blocks from Clipper and Portola 

Se n WED 
.CONSTRUCTION, 

Historic Restoration 

Custom Remodeling 

(415) 285-2160 
Alex Schwed 

General Contractor 
State Lie. No. 579875 

/ d % 
£ bbb | 

Member: I 

Seeing Is Believing 

Danu 
Salon Spa 

415.643.4405 

New You Package 
Massage - Facial 

Elixir hair treatment 
& Blow Dry 

3 hours - $160. 

Quick Fix Pack 
Haircut - Blow Dry 

30 minute Facial & 
30 minute Massage - $116. 

1478 A Church St. at 27th 

Our Service Sets Us Apart 

Your house. 
Your car. 
Your business. 
You. 

Michael Glazer, Agent 
Allstate Insurance Co. 
1326 Castro St. at 24th 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
Phone 415-642-6569 
Fax 415-642-7287 
CA Lie. 0673568 

• Home 
• Renters 
• Condo 
• Life 
• Business 
• Auto 

For your insurance needs, call us. 

Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. / Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

www.allstate.com 

c 1999 Allstate Insurance Company. Northbrook, lllinoise Subject to local availability and 

/instate. 
You're in good hands. 
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Economy 
Shmonomy 

Continued from Pane / 

sponds Lisa from Dolores Street when 

asked how she's dealing with the eco¬ 

nomic uncertainty. “But I don’t think I’ll 

lose my job—I don’t work for a dot-com.” 

Andrew from Elizabeth Street juggles 

a cup of coffee and a baby, and laughs. 

“Well, yes. I’ve changed my spending, 

but not because of the economy.” 

David on Chenery Street writes busi¬ 

ness plans for a living and works for him¬ 

self. He says, yes, business is down be¬ 

cause, well, people have less money for 

business planning than they used to. But 

he adds, "Mostly they have the perception 

that they have less money.” 

Still, David is cutting down on spend¬ 

ing lately. 

It’s the Electricity, Stupid 

A few people are more concerned 

about the effect PG&E is having on the 

household budget than anything else. 

Rather than clipping coupons, they’re 

clicking off the lights. 

Chris, a frequent shopper at MikeyTom 

Market, says her home’s utility bills are 

now lower than they used to be, because 

of stringent conservation efforts. “Hey, 

they tell us to conserve, and we know how 

to do it!” cheers Chris. 

Others agree to this cost-cutting meas¬ 

ure as part of their new regime. Amy is a 

college student who lives on Dolores Street. 

She also works on 24th Street. “We’ve 

stopped running any heat at our house.” 

Carmen echoes these budgetary senti¬ 

ments, though for less personal reasons. 

The San Jose Avenue resident says she 

takes BART to work now more often, 

uses less electrical lighting in her house, 

and no longer leaves the TV on for her.cat 

during the day. 

“I’m trying to be conservative all 

around, but for global reasons.” 

Carmen adds that she is indeed aware 

of the economy. “But I’m choosing not to 

worry about it yet.” 

Rainy Days Are Here for Some 

Not all Noe Valleyans are dealing with 

things in such an abstract way, however. 

For some, economic reality has come 

knocking at the door. 

Perjol works for a dot-com in the Mis¬ 

sion. “Yes,” he acknowledges hastily be¬ 

tween cell phone conversations, “I’m much 

more careful now about what I spend.” 

Isabel and Marcos from 25th Street be¬ 

gan making some changes a while ago in 

anticipation of a slowdown and perhaps 

out of common sense. 

"We started a while ago to get out of 

credit-card debt. We’re self-employed 

and we definitely think about our budget,” 

says Isabel. 

A new Noe neighbor finds herself a bit 

strapped, too. She and her husband and new 

baby moved to San Francisco recently 

when the company her husband works for 

merged with another one. They still own 

a home in Seattle and are renting here. 

She’s now concerned about how the 

new company, which she says is tech- 

related, will hold up in this economy. 

“We’re trying to save as much as pos¬ 

sible. Everything feels a little bit on edge 

for us,” she says. 

Brett from Castro Street is one of those 

people we’ve been reading about in the 

news. He got his pink slip a few weeks 

ago, from a tech-related company. While 

he’s aware of the economic slowdown, he 

has a relaxed attitude. 

“I’m actually enjoying having all this 

time off.” 

He says he’s been checking the Inter¬ 

net for job listings and he’s not worried. 

Brett also claims he has saved enough 

money to live on during this unexpected 

vacation. 

Hang in There, Baby! 

The mood across Noe Valley is cau¬ 

tious. But not overly so. While most peo¬ 

ple the Voice interviewed are aware of the 

latest convulsions on the NASDAQ, few 

admit they have hunkered down them¬ 

selves. And those who have been directly 

affected seem to be keeping it together. 

Amy, the student, sums up Noe’s han¬ 

dle on things. Asked about her future 

earnings, she shrugs, “No one’s ever re¬ 

ally secure, are they?” 

Perhaps Amy is studying philosophy. 

□ 

SUE GREEN 

DESIGNS 
Interior Design 
■ Kitchens 
■ Bathrooms 

■ Space Planning 

548 Alvarado Street ■ San Francisco 94114 

415 695-1360 
email: sue_green99@hotmail.com 

website: www.suegreendesigns.com 

Spruce Up for Spring 
at 

415-641-1700 
1304 A Castro Street at 24tfi • San Francisco 

$ Sell Smart $ 
. If you are a homeowner looking to Sell 

your home for Maximum Benefit, 

• You need qualified buyers who will 
appreciate all that your home has to offer. 

• You need the latest technology to 
showcase your home’s special features. 

• You need professional advice regarding 
the financial and tax implications. 

As a Licensed Real Estate Broker 
and Certified Public Accountant, Frank Adam 

has the professional qualifications to give you the 
comprehensive client service you need 

$ Sell Smart $ 
Maximize Your Benefits 

Give Frank a call Toll Free at 

1-877-385-6018 

Prudential 
California Realty 

Frank Gerald Adam, JD, CPA 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

2200 Union Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

© Copyright Frank Gerald Adam 2000, 2001 

LP Decorative Plumbing 
The finest in kitchen & bathroom fixtures. 

From Grohe, Hansgrohe, KWC, Duravit, DornBracht, 
Rohl, Jado, Toto, Porcher, BlancoFranke, Elkay 

and many other designer brands 
at reasonable prices. 

Experienced sales staff. 

Excellent customer service. 

307 Cortland 
in nearby Bernal Heights 

Phone 415.641.7928 
Fax 415.648.7928 

Open 7 days: 

Monday through Friday 

8-6 

Saturday - 9-5 

Sunday -10-5 
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NOW OPEN 
l\loe Valley’s 

Neighborhood Gym 

Come see us at our nEW location: 
1300 Church SC. aC 25th SC. 

• Personal Training • Memberships 

• Circuit Classes • Day Use 

415.EBB.13S3 
Monday - Friday. 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Saturday. 7 a.m./B p.m. * Sunday. 9 a.m./B p.m. 

yilicis dhweri £+ Cjifti 

Fresh Cut Flowers, Floral Supplies, Dried Flowers, Wreaths and Unique Gifts 

Deliveries and Wire Service Available 

Weddings • Funerals • Parties • Corporate Accounts 

Wreath classes given—Call for the schedule! 

1504 CHURCH (AT 27TH) 824-4470 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

NOE BUYS / NOE RENTS 
Dot-Comers Give Wav to ‘Regular People’ 

Despite the $ 1,250.000 sale of a three-bedroom, two-and-a-half-bath house in the 

400 block of Jersey Street in March, Noe’s Valley once-crazed housing market 

is returning to normal. Today’s home buyers "are just regular people who are not 

experiencing windfall profits from their stock portfolios or from their employment”— 

as was the case a year ago, said Randall Kostick of Zephyr Real Estate. 

Luxury sales have slowed in the post-dot-com era as fewer buyers can afford to 

purchase homes costing $850,000 or more. But “a fair number of people can afford 

homes in the $500,000 to $800,000 range, and those people are still buying,” Kostick 

said. Bottom line this spring: Flawless properties still are getting multiple offers and 

overbids; homes with blemishes—such as no parking or located on a busy street— 

don't command top dollar as they would have a year ago. 

It’s also gotten somewhat easier to find an apartment in Noe Valley, though the 

neighborhood remains one of the most expensive in the city. Apartment hunters have 

more properties to peruse compared to last year, and the competition isn’t as stiff 

either. Landlords asked nearly $200 a month less for a two-bedroom rental during the 

first quarter of this year than they did the previous quarter—and more than $500 less 

for larger rentals. “Last year at this time, there were literally hundreds and hundreds 

of people moving into San Francisco for new jobs—and there just isn’t that market 

anymore," explained Walter Ellingwood, executive vice president of Rent Tech, Inc. 

—Corrie M. Anders 

Noe Valley House Sales - March 2001* 

Total Sales 
(Closings During Month) 

Low 
Price ($) 

High 
Price ($) 

Average 
Price ($) 

Average Days 
on Market 

Sale Price As 
% ot List Price 

Single-family homes 

9 503,000 1,250,000 857,000 23 109% 

Condominiums 

6 250,000 850,000 613,333 19 102% 

2 to 4 unit buildings 

6 510,000 1,206,000 934,333 55 103% 

5+ unit buildings 

1 1,740,000 1,740,000 1,740,000 28 116% 

Noe Valley House Sales - February 2001* 

Total Sales 
(Closings During Month) 

Low 
Price ($) 

High 
Price ($) 

Average 
Price ($) 

Average Days 
on Market 

Sale Price As 
% of List Price 

Single-family homes 

7 475,000 1,325,000 903,285 27 106% 

Condominiums 

4 504,645 1,250,000 803,661 29 108% 

2 to 4 unit buildings 

4 567,500 2,150,000 1,116,875 57 103% 

5+ unit buildings 

0 — — — — — 

Noe Valley Rents** 

Average Rents Average Rents % Increase (+) 
Apartment Size_(October-December 2000) (January-March 2001) or Decrease (-) 

Studio $ 1,273 / mo. $ 1,313 / mo. +3.1% 

1 bedroom 1,913 /mo. 2,088/mo. +9.1% 

2 bedrooms 2,790/mo. 2,604/mo. —6.7% 

3 or more bedrooms 4,085 / mo. 3,536 / mo. — 13.4% 

♦Information provided to the Noe Valley Voice courtesy of Zephyr Real Estate (ww.zephyr-re.com) and based on 

all Noe Valley home sales (closings) recorded during the month. “Noe Valley” in this survey is defined as the area 

bordered by Grand View, 22nd, Guerrero, and 30th streets. 

♦♦Data based on rentals listed by Rent Tech, Inc. (www.renttech.com), as of March 31,2001. 

- 

RX 
unlimited „ 

“A Modern Apothecary , 
with Old-Fashioned Serui.e 

HIV SPECIALISTS 

■ assicnment of benefits 

■ human growth hormone 

- OYER THE COUNTER MEDICATIONS I 

- PRESCRIPTIONS 

r SUNDRIES 

r VITAMINS 

r NUTRITION INFORMATION 

LOCATED AT . 901 CASTRO ST. • 22™ 
BAN FRANCISCO. CA * ?411* 

(41SXFS-OI7S 

OPEN 9 - 4 MONDAY - FRIDAY 

10-1 SATURDAT 

Heirloom Teddies, 

Handmade Porcelain Dolls, 

and Artist s Teddy Bears. 

Have your own 

Heirloom Teddy created from 

your old coat, jacket or stole. 

Available at J. & S. Barbering Co. 

1298 Church Street at 25th St. • 415.642.1556 

Cud tom Work Ac a dab le 
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Apocalypse Noe: 
Journey to the 

Dark Heart of the 
Question Game 

By Justin Taylor 

Asad cloud has formed over Noe 

Valley, signaling the grave times in 

which we find ourselves. Hundreds of 

thousands of people are killing each 

other in Rwanda, the polar ice caps are 

melting, mad cow disease is spreading, 

and the 24th Street Tully’s Coffee store 

has had to cancel its “Question of the 

Day” contest. As an employee at the 

coffee shop and a new resident of this 

neighborhood, I am tormented by this 

devastating turn of affairs. 

Background: For the past year, 

Tully’s has played a trivia game with its 

customers. Every day, a question, usu¬ 

ally taken from trivia cards, went up 

behind the counter, and those with the 

right answer got a free cup of coffee. A 

simple and fun little diversion to lighten 

moods, inspire food for thought, and 

draw some regular customers. 

1 recall the twinkle in one patron’s 

eye when she knew that Mae West was 

the model for Betty Boop, or the depart¬ 

ing skip of another when I assured him 

that E.T.’s profession was, indeed, botany. 

I did not just serve coffee, I warmed the 

cockles of my customers’ hearts. Oh, how 

soon this fantasy was to be shattered. 

Three months after we started, my 

co-workers and 1 had a wake-up call: 

These games were serious. As our cus¬ 

tomers were to inform us many times— 

through half-hour phone arguments, line 

holdups, letters to Tully’s headquarters 

in Seattle, and ever-so-kind sugges¬ 

tions—our questions were either too 

hard, in poor taste, or insufficiently 

answered. In other words, our answers 

were not exactly the same as theirs. 

Some customers graciously supplied 

us with their own research. I had no 

idea that the trivia card makers were so 

negligent. I can see now that we should 

have cross-checked the trivia with the 

neighborhood’s intellectuals. How 

insensitive of me. Suddenly, I just 

served coffee. 

Why, I wondered, does one choose to 

play a half-baked coffeehouse question 

contest? Perhaps to raise one’s I.Q.? Or 

is it to prove that, once and for all, & fer¬ 

rule is not only a metal ring to reinforce 

piping, but, when spelled feral, is also 

an adjective meaning wild and untamed? 

No, it’s for the free cup of Tully’s Joe, 

you ninny! 

One of my co-workers, a barrista at 

the cafe for almost a year, said she used 

to enjoy the smiles when the customers 

got the answers right. But pretty soon, 

even the winners got to complaining. 

They’d be disappointed that all they got 

was a cup of coffee when what they 

really wanted was a triple latte. 

Other people would stick their head 

in the door and look straight at the ques¬ 

tion board to see if they could answer it. 

Their lips would move. Then they’d split. 

VALLEY VIEWS 
Thanks. You have a nice day, too. 

My therapist, who provides me safe 

harbor during these stormy times, said 

we should try some "tough love.” So we 

put disclaimers up on the board such as 

“Take a deep breath before answering,” 

“One guess per patron,” and “The prize 

is only a cup of coffee.” 

We also made a special effort to 

lighten up the game—picked questions 

that were totally black and white, joshed 

with the quibblers, gave them the coffee 

anyway, even when their answers were 

incorrect. But no, that didn’t satisfy our 

many Mensa members. 

So, on April 1,2001, Tully’s manage¬ 

ment replaced the daily question with a 

notice that the game had been put to 

bed. Retired. Stopped. Remarkably, we 

were not met with chagrin, but with 

charitable corrections of the notice’s 

punctuation and grammar. 

After weeks of fasting and sulking in 

the comer of my bedroom over my fail¬ 

ure as a member of the human race, I 

finally realized my salvation. I would 

take my case to the people of Noe Val- 

Three months after we started, 

my co-workers and I had a 

wake-up call: These games 

were serious. As our customers 

were to inform us many 

times—through half-hour 

phone arguments, line holdups, 

letters to Tully’s headquarters 

in Seattle, and ever-so-kind 

suggestions—our questions 

were either too hard, in poor 

taste, or insufficiently 

answered. In other words, our 

answers were not exactly 

the same as theirs. 

ley. I would inform the locals that of all 

the Tully’s cafes in San Francisco with a 

question game—from Cole Valley to 

Pacific Heights—ours was the only one 

where the game had been shut down. 

And I would seek their wise counsel as 

to where we went wrong. 

On my day off, a bright and warm 

Sunday morning, 1 sat down and con¬ 

versed with a group of Tully’s patrons. 

To my astonishment, most blamed the 

attitude problem in our trendy enclave 

on...dot-com yuppie scum. 

“You're just gonna get pushy intellec¬ 

tual know-it-alls in Noe Valley” was the 

opinion of one regular customer (also a 

longtime Noe Valley resident). "They’re 

in their late 20s, and suddenly they get a 

bunch of money out of nowhere and 

they think they’re invincible, so they 

won’t be told they are wrong.” 

Another guy chimed in, “It's not 

Award Winning 

Designers & Builders off Gardens 

• Irrigation, Drainage, Lighting, Decks, Fences 
• Retaining Walls, Hot Tub Installation, Planting 
• Superb Masonery Work 

Ph (415) 380-0604 • www.AtLands.com • Ca Lie 562324 

healthy to make so much money so 

young.” His wife, a 17-year resident, 

said the game showed “the skewed per¬ 

spective of some people in this neigh¬ 

borhood. It reconfirmed my lack of faith 

in humanity. I think these anal-retentive 

folks need to seriously look into Prozac.” 

“The whole Bay Area suffers from 

this prideful, entitled. I’m-gonna-push- 

in-front-of-you-with-my-Beamer atti¬ 

tude.” said a visitor from San Mateo, 

“but you have your hands full here.” 

To blame the yuppie for everything is 

easy—traffic, outrageous house prices, 

earthquakes—but in my experience, this 

mythical villain is not the type of cus¬ 

tomer who gets involved in the game. 

The yuppie types go to Starbucks. No, 

our eager competitors are modest Noe 

Valley veterans, the kind my stepdad 

refers to as “politicos—with lots of free 

time and an axe to grind.” I prefer to 

call them walking barrels of fortune 

cookies. They’ve got more free advice 

than one could ever solicit. Ever. 

I did talk to one regular (low-fat hot 

chocolate with whip) who went into a 

rant about the "[bleep)hole liberates... 

Noe Valley is full of ’em. Conservatives 

would never try to dispute the facts. If 

you’re wrong, you're wrong. Liberals 

just wanna [bleep! with the rules.” 

One thing is true of the many people 

I interviewed and just about every cus¬ 

tomer who read our cancellation notice: 

They all want the Question of the Day 

back. It turned out our game really had 

lifted moods and stretched minds. 

Unfortunately, we are still too busy lick¬ 

ing our wounds from the last round to 

ponder another go. Despite this, cus¬ 

tomers are offering advice on how to 

make the game work. 

Paul Robertson suggests we "offer 

the idiots who argue a little kid’s cup if 

they want free coffee so bad. Make them 

feel guilty, and call it the Baby Cup," he 

laughs. “That way, when they walk 

down the street, everyone will see and 

they’ll say, ‘There goes the crybaby.’” 

I think Paul may be on to something 

there. But I’d go even bigger. 

The idle minds of our community are 

crying for recognition of their unique 

gift for trivial knowledge. Why not 

honor them with an annual street fair of 

trivia contests? We could block off all 

of 24th Street, and each merchant could 

hold a game outside his or her door. 

Everyone could come: the Yuppies, the 

Politicos, the Strollers, the Dog People, 

and the rest of us in between. Tully’s 

pedestrian party game would be a waste 

of time compared to the real impressive 

stuff we'd dish out. such as a spelling 

bee in Russian and MIT Ph.D. thesis 

questions. Winners would not only get 

store prizes but big A+ buttons and Gold 

Star stickers that said, “I Was Right!" 

We could invite a famous genius to 

think of the hardest question ever and 

the first person to answer it would get 

a free something from every store and 

the “God’s Most Wondrous Creation” 

T-shirt for a whole year! Imagine the 

community feeling this would foster. 

Meanwhile, rumors from Tully’s 

management are hinting that a game 

with lower stakes may soon return to 

the board. Till then. I'll continue to just 

serve coffee. 

Justin Taylor lives on Chattanooga 

Street. 

VALLEY VIEWS 
The Noe Valley Voice invites you 

to express your fervent opinions on 

issues affecting the neighborhood. 

Mail manuscripts, which should he 

no more than 1.000 words, to the 

Noe Valley Voice. 1021 Sanchez Sl, 

San Francisco, CA 94114. Or e-mail 

jaxvoice@aol.com. Include your 

name, address, and phone number, 

and a self-addressed, stamped 

envelope if you’d like your 

manuscript returned. Thank you. 

Noe Valley Pizza Restaurant 

Serving Fine 

Italian Cuisine 
in Our Dining Room 

or FREE Fast Delivery to your Home, Business or Hotel 

Call ahead for Pickup: 

415.647.1664 • fax 415.647.1683 

3898 24th Street (at Sanchez) • San Francisco 
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Save 20% 
Your neighborhood natural food store 

SEMI-ANNUAL SALE! 
20% Off All Nutritional Supplements, 

Bodycare and Books. 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

May 11-12-13 
/ V 

* Enter to win a trip for two to 
Hawaii courtesy of Ola Loa. 

See store for details. 

The Real Food Company #2, 3939 24th St, San Francisco, CA, 94114 (415) 282-9500 

MOTHER’S DAY 

SPECIALS! ^ 
6" Chocolate Grand Marnier Cake $17.00 

White & Dark Chocolate 
Dipped Strawberries SI.25 

Strawberry Heart Tarts 4" 3.75 / 8" $18.00 

Chocolate Raspberry Petit Fours $3.00 

Almond Apricot Petit Fours $2.00 

Cookie Tin $15.00 

4073 24th St., San Francisco, CA 94114 

TEL (415) 550-1405 FAX (415) 550-1485 

Mon-Fri 7-7 Sat-Sun 8-6 

orsMi Wayne Edfors 

Derrik Anderson 

415-762-9366 

agents@cityrealtors.com 

iiia:<niii 
REAL ESTATE 

www.cityrealtors.com 

Oriental Rugs 
Over 300 tribal rugs are now displayed at 

ARTEMISIA 
•CuMi. . iliur 

746 Diamond Street 
lit WtJlfliiti* • JHi i 

at corner of 24th Street 

XSAJffl. . IIP'* 
20% off our entire inventory of rugs 

with this ad 
* I Hi utiuiUU iti tfsIHr 

store hours: Monday thru Saturday T0:30 am to 6:30 pm 

Sunday 10:30 am to 5 pm 

415 * 643 • 0980 

We also carry Moroccan & Mexican Arts, Crafts & Jewelry 

mritrnf L, mergence 
^Network 

Integrating a spiritual perspective since 1980 

Consultations 
Psychospiritual Counseling 

Referrals 
By Appointment - coll 

415.648.2610 

www.senatciis.org 

1782 Church St. @ 30th 

SEN is affiliated with 

the California Institute 

of Integral Studies. 
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Glen Park 
(Bosworth and Elk Streets) 

Saturday, May 12 at ii:ooam-i:3opm 
Basketweaving demonstrations and oral histories 

at the Glen Park Family Fest. 

Sponsored by 
the Neighborhood Parks Council 

and the Native American Cultural Center 

FOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 415.621.3260 

www.sfneighborhoodparks.org+www.epowwow.org 

Friends 
Remember 
Walter Farmer 

Continued from Page I 

I was still hoping he would come out of 

it. His heart stopped twice. They put him 

on dialysis for his kidneys, but he didn’t 

respond. I knew Walter wouldn’t have 

wanted to be a vegetable and have no 

quality of life. He was sedated and com¬ 

fortable when he passed on.” 

Hebert recalls that the days prior to 

Farmer’s passing had been rainy, windy, 

and cold. But on the day he died, the 

weather turned sunny. “I liked knowing 

that it was sunny on that first day of Wal¬ 

ter’s new life,” he says. 

Hebert and Farmer met three and a half 

years ago in Nevada, and together made 

their way to San Francisco. They were 

constant companions once they hit the 

city, living in an old Volkswagen van that 

Hebert purchased for $400. 

Because Farmer was a very private 

person, Hebert knows he wouldn’t have 

wanted the details of his life made pub¬ 

lic, but he did share with the Voice that 

Farmer was bom in Washington state on 

March 3, 1943, was a Baptist minister, 

and that Farmer had been confined to a 

wheelchair since losing his right leg in a 

logging accident many, many years ago. 

“He was a God-fearing man. Put that 

in bring print,” says Hebert. “That makes 

dealing with his passing a lot easier be¬ 

cause I know where he’s at. For Walter, 

there’s no more sickness, no more being 

out in the cold. He was quite a man. He 

should be judged by the type of person he 

was, not by his possessions. 

“For his position in life, he touched a 

lot of people,” continues Hebert. “He had 

nothing bad to say about anybody. Wal¬ 

ter’s cup was never half empty. It was al¬ 

ways half full. He was always optimistic. 

He was always saying it doesn’t matter 

what you don’t have, it’s what you have 

that’s important. He never counted his 

shortcomings; he was always looking at 

his blessings, and he always brought me 

up when I was feeling down.” 

Coral Reiff was so touched by Farmer 

that when she learned of his death, she de¬ 

cided to create a small memorial tribute 

to him—a photograph of Farmer and text 

she composed while looking at the photo— 

which both Beyond the Sea on Castro 

Street and the Wooden Heel on 24th 

Street placed in their front windows. 

“A member of the Noe Valley family has 

passed on,” she writes. “Our friend Walt 

died the last week in February. What a very 

full life he had! Unfortunately, because of 

his diabetic condition and exposure to all 

kinds of weather conditions due to his 

homelessness, he left us way too early. 

We will miss him and we can honor his 

memory by working for the elimination 

of homelessness in our beautiful city. We 

send you white light for an easy journey.” 

The note is signed, “‘Kiddo’ and other 

friends of your Noe Valley family.” 

“Kiddo” was Farmer’s term of endear¬ 

ment for Reiff. 

“Lots of people have stopped by and 

commented on how nice the tribute is, 

and that they’re glad it’s there so they can 

know about Walter’s death,” says Thomas 

Wilske, owner of Wooden Heel. 

“I really felt like Walt should be ac¬ 

knowledged,” explains Reiff. “In a way, 

he was a metaphor for homeless people 

everywhere. He was a constant presence. 

People just gravitated toward him. He 

was never a threat to anyone. A lot of peo¬ 

ple in the neighborhood knew him, and 

they all had something good to say about 

him. I think there are a lot of lessons to 

be learned from Walt. There was a reason 

he passed through our lives.” 

Weaving Our Roots: 
Native Art in the Parks 

a month-long series of FREE events in SF Parks in May 

Dolores Park 
(Between Dolores and Church and 18th and 20th Streets) 

Saturday, May 5 at n:ooam-2:oopm. 
Launch event. Members of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 

discuss local history and political perspectives. 

Holly Park 
(Bocana Street and Holly Park Circle, near Cortland Street) 

Sunday, May 6 at i:oopm-2:3opm 
Flute playing and story-telling, Pomo Pnaci culture 

exhibition style and Men's Northern traditional style dancing. 

"We can honor his memory by working for the elimination of homelessness in our beautiful 

city,” Coral Reiff wrote in a memorial tribute to Walter Farmer which sits in the window of 

Wooden Heel on 24th Street. Photo by Beverly Tharp 

Adds Hebert, “He was nor proud of 

whal he did, panhandling, but he did what 

he had to do. It means a lot to me that the 

neighborhood made Walter feel pari of it 

and welcome. Walter liked Noe Valley bet¬ 

ter than any other part of San Francisco. 

Noe Valley is like its own little utopia in 

San Francisco. People are very easygo¬ 

ing. It’s a very safe neighborhood.’’ 

Besides 24th Street in Noe Valley. 

Farmer and Hebert were also fixtures in 

the Mission, at the comer of 21 st and Va¬ 

lencia. where Hebert still sells Street 

Sheets many afternoons. 

In reporting Farmer’s death in the 

April issue of the New Mission News. 

columnist Jane Dixon recalls. “Walter 

had the clearest, lightest blue eyes in the 

Mission. The kind of eyes which I’ve al¬ 

ways associated with clean living and 

clear consciences.” 

“Walter’s eyes truly were the window 

to his soul,” says Hebert. “He had very 

comforting eyes. Everybody always 

talked about Walter’s eyes.” 

Following his death. Farmer was cre¬ 

mated, and Hebert and a good friend from 

the neighborhood, Susan, held a memo¬ 

rial service—just the two of them — at 

Mission Dolores. “Susan was an impor¬ 

tant part of his life. Walter talked about 

her all the time. At Mission Dolores, Su¬ 

san and I lit candles and remembered 

Walter. Susan and I miss him so much. We 

miss him with all our hearts. He made an 

amazing impact on our lives.” 

The two friends also celebrated that 

Farmer got his last wish, after so many 

difficult years on the streets. 

“Walter didn’t want to die alone," says 

Hebert, “and he didn't die alone. No mat¬ 

ter how much he’d sinned. I’m sure he 

went to heaven. I like to think that he’s 

running around in paradise now with two 

legs and no pain or sorrow or stress. He’s 

complete. He’s made the transition. He’s no 

longer a caterpillar. He’s a butterfly." □ 

would you buy fish 
from just anybody? 

Probably not...especially after you visit 
Mission Market Fish & Poultry. 
Family owned and operated in the Mission District for 22 years, 

Bob still buys fresh local fish early each morning. We cook fresh 

crab right on the premises, and are happy to clean, crack, 

butterfly, slice, or fillet your selections just the way you like them. 

And don't forget to check out 

our wide selection of 4^ 

California-grown poultry. AUSS± 
2590 Mission street 
San Francisco (415)282-3331 fish & poultry 
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Join us at Cafe J: 
Breakfast: Friday - Sunday 
Lunch: Tuesday - Sunday 
Dinner: Tuesday - Saturday 

1708 Church St. at 29th 
415-970-2208 
Where Noe Valley Meets Clen Park 

Tuesday - Thursday: Lunch 11 am - 3pm; Dinner 5:30 pm - 10 pm 

Friday - Saturday: 8:30 am - 10 pm • Sunday: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Closed Monday except holidays 

The Pickled Hutch 

. ANTIQUES • 
Painted (Shabby chic) Furniture 

(garden ''durnt/urc and G&dcee&kwiea 

JJ EWE LEY 

HOME DECOR AND GIFTS 

fn/a</< Linens and Curtains by 

Consignment and Estate Services 

1605 Church at 28th Street 
(415) 641-8875 

Open Tuesday - Friday, 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

■ 

DIET NOT WORKING? 
Fitness 4 Everybody specializes in personalized in-home 

fitness training designed to help you lose weight, 
feel great, & look your best. 

• Lose weight 

• Tone up 

• Get more 
energy 

• Build strength 

In-home Personal 
Training 

Motivation at your 
location 

Convenient, enjoyable 
& result oriented 

What's better than a personal trainer who comes to you? 

(415) 752-2639 • www.Fitness4Everybody.com 

See GiantVision on Our Large 8x10 Screen 

The Only Pub on Dolores Street 

O'Greenbere's 
Pub 

Visit Our 

Two 

Dart 

Rooms 

1600 Dolores Street (at the corner of 29th & Dolores) 695-9216 
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POLICE 
BEAT 
Close Call at Wells 

Fargo Bank 

The following crime summaries were 

culled from incident reports filed at 

Mission Police Station from March 1 

through April 2, 2001. 

Bank Robbery with Gun: March 20, 

4:15 p.m., 4023 24th Street 

Alerted that a bank robbery was in 

progress. Mission Station dispatched two 

police officers to the Wells Fargo mini¬ 

branch on 24th near Sanchez, at 4:15 p.m. 

on Tuesday, March 20. When they arrived 

on the scene, the officers found the branch 

empty, except for a woman customer 

standing holding her baby. The woman, 

who seemed puzzled, said, “I’m the only 

one in here. I don’t know where anyone is.” 

Upon searching the small branch— 

which is not a full-service bank, but rather 

a storefront office equipped only with 

ATMs—the police found a branch em¬ 

ployee and two customers holed up in the 

bathroom. They told the officers that they 

had been forced into the bathroom at gun¬ 

point by an unknown suspect. (The bank 

employee had notified police by using a 

cell phone while in the bathroom.) 

The employee went on to describe the 

terrifying ordeal: He had been sitting be¬ 

hind his desk when a man entered the 

bank wearing all-black clothing and a 

mask to cover his face. The man then 

pointed a black revolver at the em¬ 

ployee’s face and demanded, “Give me 

Five Element tAcu puncture 

Keols tKe body 

opens +ke mind 

ignites tbe spirit 

© o ® © o 
Jennifer Frame 

Licensed Acupuncturist 
415.282.4407 

jen@5e-acupuncture.com 

Psychotherapy 

Individual and Couples Counseling 
Adults • Children • Teens 

Help with anxiety, depression, 
and stress reduction. 

Improve communication. 

19 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Noe Valley Office 

Lori Feldman, LCSW 

415-285-9770 
I.CS 9406 

the money, open the drawers." 

When the employee replied that the 

bank does not carry any cash and began 

opening drawers to show the suspect no 

cash was there, the suspect grabbed him 

and pushed his head against the copy ma¬ 

chine, injuring his ear. Next, he grabbed 

the employee by the back of his shirt and 

pulled him toward the ATM machines. 

The employee told the suspect that he 

didn’t have keys to the machines, at 

which point the suspect herded him and 

the two customers into the bathroom. The 

suspect apparently then left the bank. 

Police immediately broadcast the sus¬ 

pect’s description and compiled a log of 

the crime. A police inspector from the 

Robbery Detail, along with a member of 

the FBI, later responded to the scene and 

took over the investigation. The suspect 

was still at large last month. 

Suspicious Occurrence/Burglary of a 

House: Between 11 a.m. on March 24 

and 11 a.m. on March 26, 4400 block 

of 24th Street 

A woman called police to report a 

break-in at her home, located on 24th 

Street above Douglass. She was not in the 

house at the time of the break-in, since 

she had recently purchased the property 

and was in the process of remodeling it. 

She said she left the premises on the 

morning of March 24, and upon her re¬ 

turn two days later, found that the front 

door and lock had been damaged. She 

checked the house and discovered that the 

rear garage door had also been damaged. 

However, nothing was missing, even 

though she had left several tools and other 

valuable items inside the house. 

The woman told police that a neighbor 

had informed her of a rumor circulating 

the neighborhood that the previous own¬ 

ers had hidden a substantial amount of 

money inside the house and were unable 

to find it before moving out. 

After inspecting the house, which was 

still under construction, the police con¬ 

cluded that there was insufficient physi¬ 

cal evidence to contact Crime Scene In¬ 

vestigations. Still, the officers provided 

the homeowner with a case number and 

follow-up form. 

Aggravated Assault: April 2, 

2:10 p.m., 24th and Diamond Streets 

The afternoon of Monday, April 2, two 

officers responded to a call regarding five 

juveniles in a fight at 24th and Diamond 

streets. When the police arrived, a 12- 

year-old boy and a 13-year-old girl told 

them they had been beaten up by three 

“real big and tall” kids—two girls, 15 and 

16, and a boy, 12—who had since fled 

east on 24th Street. 

Police reported that the injured girl 

“was visibly shaken, upset and crying,” 

and that her neck was swollen below her 

left ear, and there were several red marks 

on her neck and face. 

Her account of the incident was that 

following a verbal exchange, one of the 

older girls had grabbed her by the hair, 

rammed her into a car, kicked and 

punched her, and pushed her to the 

ground. The older girl continued to punch 

her and kick her in the head, hitting her 

some 10 times, the victim said. She also 

said the other older girl joined in the hit¬ 

ting and punching. 

The assaulted boy told police he’d had 

a prior problem with the other 12-year- 

old boy, over winning a basketball game. 

When the other boy got in his face this 

time, the targeted boy pushed him back in 

self-defense, at which time the other boy 

began to punch and hit him. 

Luckily, a man driving by saw the 

melee, and made a U-tum and stopped his 

car. When he asked the teens what they were 

doing, they stopped fighting. The witness 

then notified the police by cell phone. 

Shortly thereafter, another police offi¬ 

cer spotted the three suspects going into 

the playground at James Lick. After the 

witness in the car identified them, they 

were transported to Mission Station. An 

ambulance came to treat the injured girl 

and boy, who called their parents to take 

them home. 

At Mission Station, an officer took the 

statements of the three youths who’d been 

arrested, and notified their parents. (In 

one case, the youth had no home phone, 

so the police contacted the grandfather, 

who said he'd leave word with the teen's 

mother.) 

The boy was released and driven home 

by two officers. The two girls were trans¬ 

ported to Youth Guidance Center, where 

they were booked and fingerprinted. □ 

Crime Reporting 
The Voice would like to thank 

Mission Police Officer Lorraine 

Lombardo, our woman on the 24th 

Street beat and the San Francisco 

Council of District Merchants' 

Police Officer of the Year (see 

Rumors, page 49), for providing 

the Voice with the incident reports 

used for this month's Police Beat. 

She and Mission Police Captain 

Ron Roth invite you to bring your 

questions or safety concerns to 

their regular community meeting, 

held at 6 p.m. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at Mission Station. 

630 Valencia Street. The next meet¬ 

ing is scheduled for May 29. 

The Mission Police District 

includes the 24th Street commercial 

corridor as well as the northern half 

of Noe Valley, from Valencia to 

Grand View and 21st to Cesar 

Chavez Street. If you would like to 

report a problem occurring within 

that area or another part of the Mis¬ 

sion, call Mission Station at 558- 

5400 or send an e-mail to sfpdmis- 

sionstatinn@ci.sf.ca.us. To report 

anonymously on drugs, gangs, or 

other crime, call the non-traceable 

Mission Station hotline at 558-5452. 

Forum on Burglary Prevention 

Residents who live south of 

Cesar Chavez fall within the Ingle- 

side Police District. 

lngleside Police Captain Marsha 

Ashe usually holds her community 

meetings on the third Thursday of 

the month at 7 p.m. at lngleside 

Station. 1 Sergeant John Young 

Lane (in the Balboa Park complex, 

of! the 2000 block of San Jose 

Avenue). But this month, the station 

will host a two-hour burglary pre¬ 

vention symposium on May 15. All 

Noe Valley residents are welcome. 

At the forum, the SFPD and San 

Francisco SAFE will present low- 

cost wavs for people to make their 

homes or apartments less attractive 

to thieves. Captain Ashe points out 

that now is an especially good time 

to pick up these tips, since “warmer 

weather, rolling brownouts, and 

vacations make us more vulnerable 

to break-ins." 

To reach the lngleside Police 

Station, call 404-4000 or send an e- 

mail to marsha_ashe@ci.sf.ca.us. 

No matter where you live, to 

report a crime in progress, call 911. 

(Cell phone users should dial 

553-8090, since dialing 911 auto¬ 

matically routes the call to the Cali¬ 

fornia Highway Patrol.) Finally, as 

Officer Lois Perillo would say, stay 

safe and look out for one another. 
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A bountiful arrangement for a beautiful 

Send the FTD* 
Thinking of You' bouquet 
for Mothers Day, May 13. 

Show her that you think 

she’s extra-special—with this large, 

lovely bouquet of delicate flowers 

exploding out of a beautiful 

ceramic vase. 

She'll treasure it for a lifetime. 

Gourmet Gift Baskets, too! 

824-3233 • 4080 24TH STREET (NOE) 

Come visit us at 

1420 Castro Street 
between Jersey & 25th 

Professional Cleaners 

3 HOUR SERVICE 

Wishing everyone 

good health, happiness 

and prosperity 

In the 21st Century! 

Monday - Friday • 7:30 - 6:30 
Saturday 8:30 - 6:00 

^ffe c reate jewe/ny in 

Bejewel yourself at 

Rudy Paul Jewelers 
Fine Jewelry and Watches 

Full Service Repair Department • 40 Years Experience 

3915 C 24th Street • 415 641-4720 

HAND CRAFTED FACIALS USING BOTANICAL INGREDIENTS 

DEEP PORE CLEANSING FACIALS 

GLYCOLIC & ACNE TREATMENTS 

MAKE-UPS, WAXING & TINTS 

FULL LINE OF FACIAL & BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

COPPER PEPTIDE & CELLEX-C® DISTRIBUTOR 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 

BY APPOINTMENT: 415.285.4868 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SERVING BREAKFAST. LUNCH & DINNER. MENU AVAILABLE ALL DAY. 

SEASONAL LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS. , 
@ ® @ @ 

CREPES, OMELETTES, INCREDIBLE SALADS, SANDWICHES, 

HOMEMADE FRENCH TOAST & BUCKWHEAT PANCAKES. 

CHILDREN’S MENU AVAILABLE. 

© @ @ @ 

Enjoy Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch or Dinner 

on our Beautiful Landscaped Patio. 

SEATING OVER 90. 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 8:00 A.M. / 10:00 P.M. SUNDAY - THURSDAY • 8:00 A.M. / 11:00 P.M. FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

3913 24TH STREET (NEAR SANCHEZ) • 282-0344 
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City Provides ‘Safe 
Havens’ for Kids 

By Kathy Dalle-Molle 

Kampaign Kidz—a city wide child-safe¬ 

ty partnership that includes S.F. SAFE 

(Safety Awareness For Everyone), the San 

Francisco police and Fire departments, the 

Department of Parking and Traffic, the 

Rec and Park Department, and the San 

Francisco Board of Supervisors—is cel¬ 

ebrating its Safe Haven program on Sat¬ 

urday, May 12, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 

the McDonald’s Restaurant at 820 Bryant 

Street, located next to the Hall of Justice. 

Games, arts and crafts, and face paint¬ 

ing will be part of the event, and the first 

100 youths, ages 5 to 17, who show up 

will receive a free McDonald’s meal. 

On the more serious side, members of 

the police and fire departments will be on 

hand to teach safety tips and take finger¬ 

prints of children for families to keep in 

their home records. The fingerprints can 

be helpful in case of a child abduction. 

Parents also will learn about the need to 

keep updated photos and video record¬ 

ings of their children in a secure place, 

such as a bank safe deposit box. In addi¬ 

tion, kids will get the scoop on how to 

spot a “Safe Haven” in San Francisco. 

Look for the Yellow Circle 

Since 1999, Kampaign Kidz has been 

working to provide safe havens for chil¬ 

dren who “may find themselves in a po¬ 

tentially dangerous situation,” says Diane 

Rose, director of the program, which is 

funded through the Mayor’s Office of 

Children, Youth, and Families.Cast year, 

with their parents’ consent, the program 

took fingerprints of 1,000 San Francisco 

school-age children. “However,” says 

Rose, “Kampaign Kidz’s primary pur¬ 

pose is to call 911 for each child who' 

needs to use the service.” 

Currently, 270 “Safe Havens” are lo¬ 

cated at social service agencies around 

the city, including at every police and fire 

station in San Francisco. In addition, 250 

parking control officers in the Department 

of Parking and Traffic act as mobile sites 

to help a child in need. Kampaign Kidz 

also is working to bring Muni, the public 

library, and all public schools on board. 

When a child comes to one of these 

sites, a trained Safe Haven volunteer de¬ 

termines what happened to the child and 

what the child’s needs are. The volunteer 

then calls 911 and provides a safe place 

for the child to wait until help arrives. 

Children can identify a building as a 

Safe Haven site if a Kampaign Kidz logo 

is placed near the building’s entrance. 

The logo includes a bright yellow- 

rimmed circle. Inside the circle are two 

child figures, standing back to back. The 

logo also includes the words, “Kampaign 

Kidz Safe Haven Child Safety Program” 

and “911 calls made for a child in need.” 

Right now in Noe Valley, the neigh¬ 

borhood’s fire stations — on 26th Street 

near Church and at Hoffman and Al¬ 

varado streets—are the only official Safe 

Havens. However, kids should not hesi¬ 

tate to flag down a parking or police of¬ 

ficer, or go into a school, store, or other 

public place if they find they need help. 

Shops and Homes May Be Next 

Kampaign Kidz came about because of 

Rose’s “frustration when trying to find a 

way to help young people who are trav¬ 

eling without an adult and are in fear of 

something or someone causing them 

harm,” she says. “In the past, abductions 

may have been prevented, had a safe 

place been available for kids to run to in 

an unfamiliar area. 

“Many youth have a long way to travel 

to get to their school and back home,” 

says Rose, “but even if it is only one 

block, when you are afraid, one block can 

be an awfully long way. Whether it’s a 

bully, a gang, a person following them in 

a vehicle or following them on foot, if a 

child is afraid, they should be able to 

count on help.” 

Eventually, Rose hopes to expand Safe 

Haven to include businesses and neigh¬ 

bors. Already, Captain Marsha Ashe of 

the Ingleside Police Station has volun¬ 

teered to help start a pilot program for 

small business owners in Noe Valley and 

other neighborhoods in the Ingleside Po¬ 

lice District. 

“Good things start small,” Ashe says, 

“and I think businesses along Church, 

24th Street, Cortland, Mission, and Mon¬ 

terey are particularly well suited for the 

Safe Haven program.” 

For more information about Kampaign 

Kidz and the May 12 event, call 864- 

KIDZ or e-mail kampaignkidz@hot 

mail.com. 

If you are a small business owner in¬ 

terested in becoming a Safe Haven vol¬ 

unteer, contact Ingleside Police Captain 

Marsha Ashe by phone at 404-4000 or 

send e-mail to marsha_ashe@ci.sf.ca.us. 

□ 

Don’t go to the gym. 
Let the gym come to you. 

I’ll come to your home with my own equipment to help you 

achieve your fitness goals. I’ll provide you with a comprehensive 

fitness assessment and a customized fitness plan that includes: 

• a weight-training routine, 

• a cardiovascular exercise plan, 

• nutrition counseling, 

• stress management, 

• tons of encouragement and motivation to stick with it. 

Call now to get your first session at the special rate of $35. 

Ask about discount packages and companion rates. 

IN-HOME 
PERSONAL 
FITNESS 
TRAINING 

Health without hassle 

415-826-1402 
mbl@pon.net 

Mai^Beth Lorence, 
certified personal fitness trainer 

Tune-ups 
Brakes 
Fuel Injection 
Electrical 
Clutches 
Air Conditioning 
Shock Absorbers 
Diesel 
Warranty Maintenance 
Tires & Alignment 

Monday - Friday 8:00-5:30 
NEAR BART 

TOYOTA • HONDA • NISSAN 
MAZDA • SAAB • VOLVO 

ACURA • VW-AUDI 
SUBARU • MBZ • BMW 

12-Month Warranty on ALL REPAIRS 
PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 

Extended Warranty Service 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

621-6611 
3121 17th STREET at South Van Ness 

A Contemporary Visual Experience 

★ Watch for these titles in May ★ 

★ MAY 8 

Duets 
Quills 

Sunshine 
Yi-Yi 

MAY 15 

if Antitrust 
Best in Show 

Dumbarton Bridge 
Pay It Forward 

MAY 22 * 
★ 

MAY 29 

Before Night Falls After the Storm 
Dungeons & Dragons House of Mirth 
Requiem for a Dream Shadow of the Vampire 

Vertical Limit ^ Traffic 

We reserve Movies & DVDs 

Monday - Friday 12 noon - 10 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a m. - 10 p.m. 

Sunday 12 noon - 8 p.m. 

Noe Valley Video 

3936 24th Street next to Bell Market 

824-2121 
www.noevalleyvideo.com 
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SHORT 
TAKES 

An Excellent Concert for Free 
•vp/- 

Calling all music lovers! How about a 

Mother’s Day stroll to the Noe Valley 

Ministry for the 11th annual “Pursuit of 

Excellence” concert, Sunday, May 13? A 

joint venture of the San Francisco Com¬ 

munity Music Center (SFCMC) and the 

Noe Valley Ministry Chamber Music Se¬ 

ries, this event is absolutely free. It will 

be held in the Noe Valley Ministry’s up¬ 

stairs concert hall from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

“We want to show the public that Com¬ 

munity Music Center has very eclectic 

programming, and that we welcome ex¬ 

ploring the different musical languages 

from the community population,” says 

Betty Anne Siu Junn Wong. 

Wong directs the center’s Pursuit of 

Excellence program, started its chamber 

music program, and has been on the fac¬ 

ulty for 25 years. “This concert is very 

popular and recognizes the most ad¬ 

vanced students who are determined to 

excel. It also honors some of the gradu¬ 

ating high school seniors who will be 

playing with us for the last time,” she adds. 

The concert lineup includes the cen¬ 

ter’s youth jazz band, the Yellow Klez- 

morim, a klezmer band, and Poringue, a 

flamenco-Latin ensemble. A variety of 

instrumentalists and singers will also ap¬ 

pear, including a mother and daughter pi¬ 

ano team, ^sister and brother piano duo, 

a chamber music ensemble, and guest mu¬ 

sicians from the faculty of SFCMC and 

the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. 

This event also marks the first time the 

students will play the newly purchased 

Steinway grand piano at the Ministry, 

1021 Sanchez Street at 23rd Street. If you 

need more information, call 587-3956, or 

e-mail boodwong@mindspring.com. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Fair Oaks Fair Day May 12 

The residents group Fair Oaks Neigh¬ 

bors will be holding its most eagerly await¬ 

ed event of the year—the 26th annual Fair 

Oaks Street Fair and Rummage Sale—on 

Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Five blocks, running along Fair Oaks 

from 21 st to 26th streets (one block east 

of Dolores), will be filled with garage 

sales offering clothes, furniture, books, 

and toys, as well as food booths featuring 

great street-fair grub, such as hotdogs, 

hamburgers, empanadas, and sno-cones. 

Neighbors donate $10 each toward 

putting on the cost of the fair, and any pro¬ 

ceeds left over go to Jamestown Com¬ 

munity Center, an after-school youth pro¬ 

gram operating at Cesar Chavez 

Elementary and Horace Mann Middle 

School. Last year the fair raised over 

$1,000 for Jamestown. Jamestown also 

will join in the fun by having a kids’ booth 

on the 100 block of Fair Oaks Street. 

“It’s guaranteed to be a bright, sunny 

day no matter what the weather,” says 

Rich Gross, one of the street fair’s coor¬ 

dinators. “There’ll be fun, good food, and 

lots of bargains.” 

For more information about the fair, 

call Pam Coxson at 648-4977. 

Neighborhood Walking Tours 

Do you know which of the tastefully 

restored homes in Noe Valley are 1890s 

Queen Annes and which are tum-of-the- 

century Edwardians? How about which 

portion of Axford House, a local land¬ 

mark, was constructed in 1877, or what 

neighborhood laundromat was once the 

site of a stable? 

To find out the answers to these ques¬ 

tions and learn more about what gives 

Noe Valley its engaging charm, join 

neighborhood resident Sharon Moore at 

the comer of 25th and Noe streets at 10 

a.m. Saturday, May 19. She will take you 

on a tour that is one of a score of neigh¬ 

borhood walks provided by San Francisco 

City Guides during the month of May. 

The walks in and around Noe Valley are: 

Mission Murals—Saturdays, May 5, 

12, 19 & 26, 11 a.m. Take a guided tour 

of the colorful people’s art of the Mission 

District. Meet at Precita and Harrison 

streets, behind Flynn Elementary School. 

Mission Dolores Neighborhood— 

Sundays, May 6 and 20, at noon, and 

Wednesday, May 16, 10 a.m. Learn 

about the Spanish Mission that formed 

the neighborhood, the people who gave 

their names to city streets, and the lake 

that once covered much of the landscape. 

Meet at the gold-painted fire hydrant at 

the comer of Church and 2()th streets. 

Duboce Triangle—Saturday, May 

12, 10 a.m. Explore the history and ar¬ 

chitecture of this once bustling center of 

the city’s Scandinavian community. Meet 

at St. Francis Church, 152 Church Street. 

Murals in the Multiethnic Mission— 

Sundays, May 13 and 27, noon. See a 

four-story mural at the Women’s Build¬ 

ing, an eight-story one at Bethany Cen¬ 

ter, and rows of 1880s Victorian homes. 

Meet at 3543 18th Street between Guer¬ 

rero and Valencia. 

Noe Valley: Traditions and Transi¬ 

tions—Saturday, May 19, 10 a.m. Ex¬ 

perience Noe Valley’s unique am¬ 

biance—from gingerbread-trimmed 

Victorians to bustling coffeehouses (see 

further description above). Meet at the 

comer of Noe and 25th streets. 

Excelsior Stroll—Saturday, May 26, 

10 a.m. Hear the history of this former 

Mexican rancho, later populated by Lig¬ 

urian and Tuscan truck farmers. Meet at 

the Excelsior Library, 4400 Mission 

Street at Cotter. 

San Francisco City Guides began in 

1976, when San Francisco historian 

Gladys Hansen trained three volunteers to 

give tours of City Hall to visiting digni¬ 

taries. It is now a nonprofit project of the 

Tides Center and sponsored by the San 

Francisco Public Library, which has 200 

trained volunteers conducting more than 

40 different walking tours throughout the 

year. (But the special neighborhood walks 

take place only in May and October.) 

No reservations are necessary, and all 

walks are free—though donations are ac- r 

cepted with thanks. Walks last from an 

hour and a half to two hours. So grab your 

walking shoes (and an umbrella if rain is 

likely) and meet your guide at the desig¬ 

nated time and place. Your guide will be 

wearing an identification badge. 

For further information about these 

and other walks, call City Guides at 415- 

557-4266, or visit the web site www.walk 

ing-tours.com! city guides!. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Dr. Tracey Fung 
Chiropractor 415/550-1200 

• Focus Is on getting people well and helping them stay healthy 
• Utilizes chiropractic adjustments, therapeutic massage, exercise/stretching 

programs, and ergonomic and lifestyle changes in her approach to patient care 
’ Some conditions successfully treated Include lumbar disc herniations, migraine and 

tension headaches, torticollis, tennis elbow, rotator cuff tendinitis... etc, 

1326 Church Street between Clipper & 25th Street 

Sue 
saved 
our 
sanity!" 

Dear Sue. in Tokvo and are missing San Francisco 

» W *» »”* * m l my Mo yeai old scam »«*> « ► 

lor the 1st time with my newborn on nJ^ „ nouse i knew 

„g,ayr<iMC0Kl,ximcx<“i Mnmlr*** taisysu 

m ut fowl 10 raB m ** KOOS*' 

Make the best choice... 
Call Sue Borsian 

Sue Borsian 
BJ DROUBI REAL ESTATE 
4128 24th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

415-550-1302 x202 

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
FROM WATER DAMAGE 

For a Complete Inspection of Roof, Gutters, Walls, and Windows, 

can Robert Gill Co. • (415) 558-0658 
"The weatherproofing specialists since 1974” 

General Building Contractors • CA Lie. #302079 

J £rj Grocery 
£r Liquor 

Under new ownership: Samir & Teresa Mugatash 

Great selection of wine, liquor and beer. 

Full line of groceries too. 
Frozen foods, ice cream, soda, paper products & household items 

at reasonable prices. 

We love Noe Valley! 

3751 24th St. at Chattanooga • 415-285-5825 
Open 10-10 Sun. through Thurs. • 10-12 Fri. & Sat. 
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PAUL ZAGER, M.S. 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 

16 JOOST AVENUE 

SF • 94131 

(GLEN PARK) 

(415)646-0499 

License #MFC 33929 

• RELATIONSHIPS • RECOVERY • 

• CHILDREN • TEENS • 

• SCHOOL ISSUES • 

Marie P. Simard 
Proprietaire 

Fine Coffees • Teas • Desserts 

Open 7 Days 

M-F 6:30am - 7:30pm 

Sat. 7am - 6:30pm 

Sun. 8am - 6pm 

415 337 9660 

2885 Diamond Street SF, 94131 

Near Glen Park BART 

SHANTA 
CABPENTDY 

& CONSTRUCTION 
Since 1974 
A remodeling 

L 4k kitchens / baths 
4k elec. / plumbing 
£k Victorian restor 
Jk repair / dry rot 
\ additions 

Uc. No. 442*70 

foundation lo finish 

821 -4091 

GLEN 
PARK 
HARDWARE 

OPEN 6 DAYS 
Plumbing • Electric • Glass 

Pipe Threading • Keys 
Home & Garden Supplies 

Treasure Tone Paints 

Mon to Sat. till 5:30 pm 

585-5761 = 
685 CHENERY AT DIAMOND 

Village 
Cellar 

(415) 333-WINE 

(415) 333-9463 

678 Chenery Street, at Diamond 

Marie P. Simard 

GLEN PARK 
Neighbors 

m 

Bird & 
Beckett 

Books 
& Records 

2788 Diamond at Chenery Street • In Glen Park • (415) 586-3733 

Tuesday-Saturday. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Closed Mondays 

NEW & USED BOOKS IN ALL FIELDS 
plus fabulous vinyl — jazz, classical, and more! 

( 10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD IN M A~y) I 

Call the store for a schedule of Tuesday & Sunday events 
Staged readings - poetry - live music, etc. 

M. B. 
Electric 
(415) 648-2609 

Michael Ballingall 

Affordable Rates 

243 Chenery Street 
San Francisco 94131 

License No. 479313 

4 

V] 
glen park dental 

Dan Gustavson, DDS 

415-585-1500 tel 
415-585-1567 fax 

2790 Diamond Street 
San Francisco 94131 

www.glenparkdental.com 

/ , 
Ii'jfA KT] 

mm 

CALLS! 
Beth 
Kershaw 
Real Estate 
Broker Associate 

BJ Droubi & Co. 

Creator of the Glen 
Park Service Directory 

Glen Park homeowner 
since 1987 

YOUR GLEN PARK CONNECTION 

550-1302 EXT. 215 
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Salvadoran artist Isaias Mata says the mural he is painting on 29th Street offers a message about "peace, social justice, and defending our 

ecology." But its babies, birds, fish, and animals also provide a feast for the eyes. Photo by Beverly Thorp 

Muralist Brings 
Doves and Dragons 
To Wall at St. Paul’s 

By Kathy Dalle-Molle 

For the past two months, an artist has 

been painting a fantastical mural on the 

north wall of the schoolyard at St. Paul’s 

Elementary School on 29th Street near 

Church. Among its more striking images 

are African-American angel babies, sea 

dragons and dolphins, a giraffe, doves, 

and children reading books while sitting 

atop a multicolored butterfly. 

The mural, a gift to the school and 

neighborhood funded largely by an anony¬ 

mous donor, also incorporates themes re¬ 

lating to ecology, learning, creativity, 

faith, music, and sports. “It is wonderful, 

bright, and attractive,” says Sister Ann 

Cronin, principal of the school. “The kids 

love the colors, especially in the portion 

dealing with ecology, where Isaias has 

painted fish in water and birds.” 

“Isaias” is renowned Latin muralist 

Isaias Mata, whose social justice-driven 

murals hang in Argentina, Paraguay, 

Ecuador, and El Salvador, as well as in 

California and Vermont. His best-known 

work in San Francisco is “Our America: 

500 Years of Resistance,” located at St. 

Peter’s Church on 24th Street near 

Florida. The mural is a celebration of in¬ 

digenous cultures, and includes the faces 

of 16th-century Spanish missionary Bar- 

tolome de Las Casas, Iroquois saint Ka- 

teri Tekawitha, civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King Jr., and assassinated Sal¬ 

vadoran archbishop Oscar Romero. 

Mata, who now makes his home in El 

Salvador and has been an art professor in 

the country’s National University, lived 

in San Francisco in the early 1990s and 

has taught art at San Francisco State and 

Mission Cultural Center. He was sched¬ 

uled to finish the St. Paul’s mural just as 

the May issue of the Voice hit the streets. 

Of his current creation, he says, “It is 

for the children. I wanted to do it for them. 

Creating a mural gives me a chance to 

communicate positive values to people, 

to show the importance of having a social 

conscience and what people can do in this 

world.... It also gives me the power to tel 1 

stories about our present and our past. For 

the children, though, I have included an 

element of fantasy.” 

Since March 10, Mata has been putting 

in nine-hour days, six days a week, paint¬ 

ing the mural, which fills an 80-foot-long 

concrete wall behind the school’s basket¬ 

ball courts. Still, he always finds time to 

talk to St. Paul’s students and Noe Valley 

residents who happen by the wall. 

“Art is magic,” he says. “I want the 

children to enjoy my work and be en¬ 

couraged by it, to appreciate the images 

and the composition. I really like this 

neighborhood. There are a lot of nice peo¬ 

ple here who have dropped by to talk to 

me about my work." 

Mata is hoping that through additional 

donations from the Noe Valley commu¬ 

nity he will be able to afford the supplies 

and time to create a second mural with the 

children of St. Paul’s, on another wall in 

the schoolyard. A Noe Valley neighbor 

who prefers to remain anonymous is un¬ 

derwriting most of the $15,000 cost of 

Mata’s current project. 

Day Street resident and St. Paul’s 

parishioner Mike Siani-Rose is a friend of 

Mata’s who has volunteered to coordinate 

the mural project with St. Paul’s and the 

Archdiocese of San Francisco. Siani- 

Rose says he visits the site with his 2- 

year-old son Elias almost daily. 

“My son is a big part of why I decided 

to get involved in this project,” he says. 

“I wanted to do something for the chil¬ 

dren in the neighborhood and also find a 

project to do with St. Paul’s School. 

When I’m there in the afternoons, the kids 

are fascinated. Fifteen kids will sit on the 

scaffolding, asking questions about why 

Isaias has painted what he has, why he’s 

put a baby on top of a world globe, for in¬ 

stance. It’s been great to see the mural un¬ 

fold. People walking by seem to be really 

engaged in what Isaias has painted. It’s a 

great addition to the neighborhood.” 

Siani-Rose says donations to help de¬ 

fray the cost of Mata’s proposed mural 

project with the kids can be sent to his at¬ 

tention in care of St. Paul’s Church, 221 

Valley Street, San Francisco, CA 94131. 

(Checks should be made payable to St. 

Paul’s Church.) □ 

Sister Ann Cronin 
Goes on Sabbatical 

Sister Ann Cronin will be saying good¬ 

bye to St. Paul’s Elementary School—and 

to the neighborhood where she was bom 

and raised—when the school year ends on 

June 7. A native of 26th Street, Cronin went 

to school at St. Paul’s as a child and has 

served as a teacher and administrator for 

the past 17 years, the last 10 as principal. 

“I’m taking a yearlong sabbatical." she 

told the Voice. “My first stop is the Weston 

Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge. 

Massachusetts, where I just plan to soak 

up knowledge. I’ve never seen the East 

Coast, so I'm looking forward to that as 

well as kicking back and relaxing.” 

After several months in Cambridge. 

Cronin, 55, will move on to Dubuque, 

Iowa, where the headquarters for her re¬ 

ligious order, the Sisters of Charity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, is located. She'll 

spend about eight weeks there, helping to 

care for several elderly nuns in her order. 

“Then I’m hopping in the car and head¬ 

ing back to San Francisco,” she says. “San 

Francisco will always be home to me.” 

Until the school year ends, though, she 

is working to help ensure a smooth tran¬ 

sition for Bruce Colville, who will re¬ 

place her at St. Paul’s. Colville is cur¬ 

rently a counselor at Riordan High School 

and had taught at St. Paul’s High School 

for Girls before its closure in 1994. 

Cronin says she's “lucky to be blessed 

with a short memory." given the tumul¬ 

tuous events that occurred during her time 

as principal, including the making of the 

Disney film Sister Act in 1991, the tem¬ 

porary relocation of students to the build¬ 

ing that once housed St. James Boys High 

School on Fair Oaks in 1994. the demo¬ 

lition of the former elementary school 

building in 1997, and finally the good 

news: the reopening and dedication of the 

new school building on Church in 1999. 

"I’m ready to leave Noe Valley for a 

while.” Cronin, who lives on 27th near 

Sanchez, says. "I m ready for a change of 

scenery. Also. I need to give the new prin¬ 

cipal space, and I'm afraid that if I were 

in Noe Valley, I’d have a tendency to spy 

on the school, to see what’s new." 

Although Cronin’s friends are telling 

her she should consider a return to teach¬ 

ing when she gets back to San Francisco, 

she is hoping for a new challenge. 

“I have no clue what I’m going to do 

once I get back." she says, “but I doubt it 

will be anything affiliated with St. Paul's, 

although I’ll still be worshipping there 

every Sunday. 

“I love to bake," she adds. "I'd love a 

job in a bakery. People have been joking 

that I should take over Star Bakery." Q 

Doq Dau Cane In wNoe 
Valley home 

A happy environment! 

* Indoor playroom plus yard. 

• Daily exercise and adventures 

in the park! 

Dogs must be spayed or neutered 
and friendly with other dogs 

and people. 

Healthy dogs only. All dogs most 
have DHLPP. bordatella. and 

rabies vaccinations and 

be free of fleas. 

Monday through Friday - 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

650-703-2162 
Noe Valley - San Francisco 

Palatino 

a Roman Trattoria 

Lunch Dinner 

weekdays 
closed Tuesday 

803 Cortland 

Brunch St Dinner 

Saturday & Sunday 

641-8899 
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Now it can be. 

soma LIVING 

a modern real estate company 

just for buyers 

visit our store 

see how we're different 

415.546.6200 
www.SOMALiving.com 

enlightened homebuying 

SAN FRANCISCO STORE 38 BRYANT STREET 

I ‘ f 

{ on the range" } 
Nutritious, Delicious, Gourmet Food! 

Delivered Daily To Your Door! 
At A Very Reasonable Price! 

• Our meals are prepared fresh daily! 

• Packaged for your convenience in dual 

ovenable containers, no dishes to wash! 

• Just re-heat and enjoy! 

• Easy to order, just call or fax your order 

in by 1:00 pm for same day delivery! 

333-1787 
Mention this ad and receive 10% off your first order 

■’0' "O' 

f * f * f * f * f 
Home On The Range 

Gift Certificates can really make someone’s day & are 

perfect for new mothers, home remodelers, & those who 

love gourmet food without the hassle. 

Serving San Francisco Since 1992 

Alice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan and Mandarin Style 
OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 

Serving a Complete Chinese Menu 
The Finest in Chinese Cuisine! 

oUst SvtcvN^ 

MaTcS^ 
Mice's SfcyJEg 

***%£*» 

' Ch.*W 

0,a*8«'W'“ 

plus many m 

1599 ,N°b V^y 

Sanchez 
9o.i ~ 
~«‘<cnez Street 

28?- ^82- 

Kewly nt 
282-899$ 

1- ^ 

Takt 
Glass j 

■led 

vailable 

Open for lunch and dinner: Monday - Thursday 11 am - 9:15 pm 

Friday and Saturday 11 am - 10 pm • Sunday 12 noon - 9:15 pm 

General Dentistry 
for Adults and Children 

Cosmetic Dentistry 

Evening and Saturday Appointments 

Insurance Plans Welcomed 
Sylvia Jimenez, D.D.S. Steven M. Morales, D.D.S. 

Steven Czekala, D.D.S. Joy Morris, D.D.S. Leslie C. Silvrman, D.D.S. 

4162 24th Street 647-6000 

J k HOSPITAL 

A Tradition of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in the Heart 
of San Francisco 
for 128 Years 

Centrally Located 
With Available Parking 

St. Luke’s Hospital 
Cesar Chavez at Valencia 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

www.stlukes-sf. org 

Comprehensive 
Services Include: 
• 24 Hour Emergency 

Department 
• Medical/Surgical 
• Maternal/Child 
• Diabetes Education 

Program (ADA approved) 
• Mental Health Program 
• Integrative Center for 

Culture and Healing 

For More Information 

Call: 
• Referral and Information 

415-821-DOCS 
(415-821-3627) 

• Maternity Information 
415-626-BABY 
(415-626-2229) 

• Outpatient Pharmacy 
415-641-6550 

• Diabetes Education Center 
415-641-6826 

• M.O.M. 
Millennium Occupational,Medicine 

415-641-6406 

A private community hospital 

accepting most insurance plans 

including Medicare and Medi-Cal. 
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The Soup That 
Swims in Charlie 
Varon’s Head 

By Betsy Banner man 

Charlie Varon hears voices. Sometimes 

up to 20 different personalities live in his 

head. He often scribbles cryptically on lit¬ 

tle pieces of paper or breaks into a Studs 

Terkel accent at odd times of the day. 

Has he lost touch with reality? Or is he 

just a multi-talented man in love with the 

craft of telling stories? “Human beings 

tell stories,” he says. “We’ve been endowed 

with this ability as a species, not just to 

talk, but to tell stories. It’s basic to who 

we are, it’s how we make meaning.” 

Born in a Jewish neighborhood in the 

Bronx in the late ’50s, Varon grew up lis¬ 

tening to such distinctive radio personal¬ 

ities as Jean Shepherd, Long John Nebel, 

Paul Harvey, and Malachy McCourt. His 

favorite comedians were Bob and Ray, 

who wrote and delivered three hours of 

original sketches every afternoon on 

WOR Radio—hilarious takeoffs on soap 

operas, commercials, sportscasters, even 

Sesame Street. 

“There was an effortless, understated, 

quiet insanity to their work that has con¬ 

tinued to speak to me,” Varon chuckles. 

“They conjured up these worlds that you 

could imagine yourself in.” 

Later, in college, he added the satire of 

Lenny Bruce and Shelley Berman to his 

list of influences. 

In the summer of 1978, Varon visited 

San Francisco and found, “There was no 

reason to leave. It was so much more in¬ 

teresting than college. And it was a mar¬ 

velous city to be a young artist in.” 

His rent was $70 a month, so he could 

work part-time and still live adequately, 

and there was a ton of theater, comedy, 

art, and music to enjoy. He still appreci¬ 

ates the spirit of adventure and risk-tak¬ 

ing among San Franciscans making and 

watching theater today, and points to the 

many successes spawned by the local 

stage scene—Geoff Hoyle, Bill Irwin, Josh 

Kombluth, Whoopi Goldberg, Marga 

Gomez, Anna Deavere Smith. 

In the early ’80s, he and a friend did a 

traveling two-person comedy show called 

“The Atomic Comics,” which toured the 

U.S. and Great Britain. The show dealt 

with nuclear power, the arms race, and 

other topical issues. Varon says that’s 

where he honed his talents as a performer 

and learned how to think on his feet. He 

also discovered that what was funny in 

Playwright Charlie Varon says his next concoction will be “Ten-Day Soup," a series of sketches 

derived from 10 days of brainstorming with collaborator David Ford. Photo by Beverly Tharp 

Boston might not go over in Bozeman, 

and that small-town audiences where 

everyone knew one another reacted dif¬ 

ferently than anonymous urban audi¬ 

ences. Even the auditoriums in different 

towns gave off different feelings. He has 

been fascinated with the interaction be¬ 

tween performer and audience ever since. 

Over the years, Varon has had his 

hands in many creative pies. He has writ¬ 

ten and performed several stage pieces. 

He has published humorous writings in 

the New Yorker, Los Angeles Times, At¬ 

lantic Monthly, and other publications. 

He has penned sketches for radio, in¬ 

cluding his famous parodies of the BBC 

News for KQED in the ’80s. He has even 

narrated museum audio tours, and in 1990 

contributed to-the April Fool’s issue of 

the Noe Valley Voice. 

He also teaches workshops in solo per¬ 

forming and playwriting in association 

with the Marsh, a small theater on Valen¬ 

cia near 22nd Street. “If you put it all to¬ 

gether, it makes a living. I can make ends 

meet,” he says. “So I am blessed that I do 

not have to have a day job.” (Parentheti¬ 

cally he jokes that solo performers have 

a slightly better chance at economic via¬ 

bility, because they don’t have to split the 

profits with a big cast.) 

He is best-known for his successful 

one-man shows. Rush Limhaugh in Night 

School (1994-95) is an extremely funny 

satire surrounding the downfall of the 

bombastic, conservative commentator. 

Added humor comes from the ingenious 

plot twists, clever dialogue, and exagger¬ 

ated antics of the 19 other characters in 

the show — male and female, old and 

COTTON BASICS 

WORKWEAR 
for men & women 

3989 24th Street, San Francisco 
(between Noe & Sanchez) 

415-206-0245 

new colors 
for spring 
shorts: 
Carhartts, 
Dickies, etc. 

young—all played by Varon, with dead- 

on accents and verbal mannerisms. 

If Limhaugh sounds incredibly diffi¬ 

cult, it was. Varon had to create and then 

memorize the entire play, not just certain 

lines. “But remember, while I was writ¬ 

ing it,” he explains, “I was hearing in my 

mind’s ear the voices of these characters, 

so I knew them pretty well by the time I 

stood up on stage.” 

One reviewer praised, “The character 

of Limbaugh is more than a cartoon copy. 

Varon gives him an imaginative dimen¬ 

sion that expands the scope of this wonder¬ 

fully entertaining evening,...(showing him 

as] a powerful shaper of public opinion 

being shaped himself without realizing it." 

Varon clearly enjoyed writing about 

Limbaugh as a pundit who publicly made 

fun of every “ism” Varon himself believes 

in—feminism, environmentalism, vege¬ 

tarianism, and so on. The show was a hit 

at the Marsh and around the country, won 

several local and national theatrical 

awards, and is now available on audio 

cassette from the Marsh. 

In 1997, Varon wrote and performed in 

the four-person comedy Ralph Nader Is 

Missing!, which also had an extended run 

at the Marsh. Critics called this one 

“fiendishly well-written, scaldingly funny," 

and “politically provocative, brilliantly 

performed.” “(The play] skewers every 

conceivable aspect of our commercial- 

driven, down-sizing culture," one wrote. 

His most recent solo piece received 

both critical and audience raves during its 

sellout five-month run at the Marsh in 

2000. The People's Violin centers on a 43- 

year-old documentary filmmaker who 

gets a grant to make a film about his fa¬ 

mous father and discovers in the process 

his father’s secret past. 

Although the main narrator, Sol Shank, 

is a New York Jew with two children, 

Varon says the story is not autobiograph¬ 

ical. However, he does admit that he drew 

on the emotional barriers often erected by 

men of his parents’ generation, particu¬ 

larly when they are talking about the past. 

It made him want to explore what was on 

the other side of those walls. 

“Storytelling draws you to extremes, to 

secrets, to mystery.” he says. "We all ex¬ 

perience and remember things differ¬ 

ently; memory is highly subjective, se¬ 

lective. and it keeps changing and playing 

tricks on you. That’s what makes good 

storytelling." 

The People's Violin also has 20 differ¬ 

ent parts, and Varon moves quickly back 

and forth in time, place, and character, as 

the drama builds and reveals. The play 

showed three nights a week for five 

months and was emotionally as well as 

physically exhausting. “The pacing alone 

is film pacing,” Varon notes, “which is 

what audiences are accustomed to. But I 

hadn't realized what this would do to one 

human being, trying to do a movie on stage." 

He confesses that he forgot a line or 

two during previews, and felt bad about 

it until his director reassured him. “It’s 

like the audience is watching this amaz¬ 

ing juggler. You have to drop a ball once 

in a while for them to realize how hard 

what you're doing is." 

The production led Mick LaSalle of the 

San Francisco Chronicle to wax, “It rep¬ 

resents for Varon the kind of leap from 

talent to fruition that most artists only 

dream about. The show has implications 

for the entire field of solo performance.' 

Varon demurs, “I don't generally read 

Continued on Next Page 

Peggy Handler, mft 

Psychotherapy 

Heal old wounds, past trauma, 

and abuse. Explore and work through 

stuck places, fears, and anxieties 

that keep you from having the 

relationships and life that you want. 

415 695-0166 

Noe Valley Office 

License MFC32077 

Se Hahla Espanol 

Where culture and Hair come together! 

Defining the Art 
of Hairdressing! 

& Now doing 

Hair 

Extensions 

Personalized 
Haircuts 

Color Specialist 

Free 
Consultation 

• Weddings 
• Events 

r 
« Open 7 days a week 

|R www.hairplay.com 

t|599 Dolores Street 
at 29th Street) 

5.550.1656 
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Be a staff member 

of an after-school 

child care program. 

West Portal C.A.R.E. 
has openings for staff who 

want to work with 
elementary school children 
and middle school youth. 

Phone 415-242-8644 or 
Fax 415-242-8643 or 

E-mail wpc@sirius.com 
to get more information 

and an application. 

• Great learning 

EXPERIENCE WHILE 

HAVING FUN! 

• Great part-time 

SCHEDULES 

• Great opportunity 

FOR ALL STUDENTS 

MAJORING IN 

RECREATION, EDUCATION 

AND THE ARTS. 

Baseline requirements: 
can clear a fingerprint test - 

high school graduate - 
over 18 years of age 

Varon’s Never 
Alone When He’s 
Performing Solo 

Continued from Previous Page 

reviews. It 's just one man's opinion. And 

it doesn’t help me. The good ones go to 

your head, the bad ones make you self- 

conscious." True validation came from a 

w oman who said to him that w hen she 

had w atched the curtain call for The Peo¬ 

ple's Violin, she had expected to see 20 

different people bowing. 

For Varon, this kind of connection is 

the essence of theater. “When I am on 

stage,” he says, “I demand that the audi¬ 

ence become my partner in creating this 

world, through using their imaginations.” 

For this reason he uses no costumes in his 

act and very few sets or props, making the 

audience do the work of picturing the 

story. He also prefers working in intimate, 

unpretentious theaters like the Marsh, be¬ 

cause people come in feeling more open 

For the 
Straight Story 
on Display Ads in 
The Noe Valley Voice 

Call Steve 
239-1114 

CELEBRATING OUR 20th ANNIVERSARY! • SF LIVE ARTS PRESENTS 

THE NOE VALLEY MUSIC SERIES 
at the Noe Valley Ministry • 1021 Sanchez near 23rd • www.noevalleymusicseries.com 

All ages welcome! • (415) 454-5238 for information • All NVM shows start at 8:15 pm 

Sat. May 12 Paul Pena & Stephen Kent ns** 

Sat. May 19 Manring/Kassin/Darter 
$12 mtv $14 door 

June 9: Crooked Jades CD release, plus Pig Iron ■ $12/ $14 

June 16: Box Set Duo • $14/$15 

Seniors (over 65) and children (under 12) 
$2 OFF ADVANCE TICKET PRICE; AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR ONLY. 

Advance tickets are available at 

Streetlight Records, 3979 24th Street 

A Project of Noe Valley Ministry Presbyterian Church 

and relaxed, and less like dressed-up, 

role-playing patrons of the downtown 

"red-velvet-curtain" scene. 

Varon s next project is called "Ten-Day 

Soup." He and collaborator/director 

David Ford will lock themselves away 

and brainstorm creatively for 10 days. 

Then, Varon will perform whatever ideas 

the two have come up with. 

“I’ve been working on these long, 

highly crafted, complex projects,” Varon 

Varon’s Prodigy 
Though currently not appearing on 

stage in the Bay Area, actor Charlie 

Varon is working as director/collabo¬ 

rator on two current projects. One of 

his workshop students, Mike Duvall, 

whom Varon calls “one of the funni¬ 

est members of our species,” performs 

a comic monologue called “Mike Du¬ 

vall and Friends” every Saturday 

evening through June at the Mock 

Cafe, an intimate space next door to 

the Marsh, at 1062 Valencia Street. 

And Steve Parks will present 

“F***ing Handicapped Guy,” a no- 

holds-barred exploration of life with 

multiple sclerosis, at the Marsh on 

May 16, This will be a one-night-only, 

work-in-progress performance. For 

information, call 641-0235. 

says, “and I just wanted to shake myself 

up, force myself to work more quickly, 

more intuitively.” The sketches will ap¬ 

pear sometime next year. 

Even farther in the future is Varon’s 

self-imposed 10-year project on story¬ 

telling. It started as a joke, as a way of put¬ 

ting off people who kept asking him at the 

end of The People’s Violin, when he had 

lost 20 pounds and was in a state of utter 

physical and mental exhaustion, “So, 

what are you doing next?” But the more 

he thought about working on something 

with no immediate deadline, no clear des¬ 

tination, no tight structure, the more it ap¬ 

pealed to him. He is not even writing any¬ 

thing yet, just reading and thinking, 

maybe jotting down notes on the little 

pieces of paper that are next to the tele¬ 

phone or listening to audiotapes of a 

speaker whose voice he loves. 

Some of the questions he intends to ex¬ 

plore on this storytelling journey are: 

How are stories that are an integral part 

of a community remembered differently 

from stories that circulate outside that 

community? How can storytelling main¬ 

tain its magic in the current climate of 

film and TV, where all the visual work is 

“done for you” and the audience is swept 

away not by the power of imagination but 

by cinematic tricks? How can storytellers 

hold on to their integrity and individual¬ 

ity and not put out a product that’s a car¬ 

bon copy of everything else? And how 

many stories do we need anyway? 

Meanwhile, Varon continues to live 

quietly on Chattanooga Street with part¬ 

ner Myra Levy (a former bookkeeper at 

Cover to Cover), and their two children. 

In keeping with his belief in the impor¬ 

tance of imagination, Varon invents bed¬ 

time stories for his kids during “lights- 

out,” so they are free to listen and make 

their own mental pictures. 

Six-year-old Jeremy already has what 

Varon calls “a very expressive, natural 

storytelling voice,” and fourth-grader 

Jonah did an impersonation of his teach¬ 

ers calling the kids in from recess that 

brought down the house at a recent school 

camping trip. 

“I saw him look at the laughing, clap¬ 

ping audience,” Varon remembers, “and I 

saw him get a taste of this thing and I 

thought...” □ 

7 x: 

Noe Valley Tien Fu 
BAR & RESTAURANT 

Delicious Chinese Specialties 
Open for Lunch and Dinner Daily 

Take Out & Free Delivery Available 

a 

OPEN DAILY, 11 AM-11 PM 
3945 24th Street 282-9502 • 282-6688 

Across from Bell Market 

Custom Car Care 
Custom Engine Inc. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 

• Trucks & Fleet Accounts 

• Electronic Tune-up 
• Fuel Injection Service & Repair 

• Scheduled Maintenance 

• Disc & Drum Brakes 
• Clutch & Transmission 

• Engines & Cylinder Heads 
• Full Service Parts Department 
• Peugeot • Volvo • Mercedes Benz 

• Honda • Toyota • Mazda • Nissan 

1730 Mission Street • San Francisco, CA 
(Between Highland & Park Streets) 

Cliff Servetti (415) 647.0149 

(415) 647.4439 • (415) 647-6020 
ipecialists 

Bold & Beautiful 
Skin Care by Bella 

European Facial 

• Special treatment for acne skin 

• Glycolic acid peel 

Experience bio-electric rejuvenation: 

This ultimate treatment lifts facial muscles, 

tightens skin, diminishes wrinkles, and 

improves complexion. 

• Lash and eyebrow tinting 

• Waxing 

Gift Certificates Available 

Skincare Therapist Bella 

4081 24th Street (near Castro) 

(415) 550-8700 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 
Call for appointment 
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• HMS usda 
Grain Fed Beef 

•tZ!:;r:Poultry^B 
• Imported and Organic 

Produce 
• J,unnypufc 

Dairy Products 
• All ATM & Major Credit 

Cards Accepted 
• Fine Wines and Liquors 
• Hot Entrees and Party 

Trays 
• Special Occasion Cakes 

Made to Order Call 
(415) 648-0876 

• Fresh Fish Service 
Counter 

• Joe Pucci & Sons £. 
Seafood 

DOUBLE COUPONS 
EVERYDAY 

Manufacturer’s 
Coupon Worth 

Cala/Bell 
Double Coupon 

YOU 
SAVE 

-$1.00 

-s1.00 

=s2.00 
See Store For OetoMi 

We Gladly Accept 

★ 

AMERICAN 

EXPRESS Card* 

VISA 

H1BUMI 

EVERY TUESDAY WE 
WELCOME SENIORS WITH A 

% 
DISCOUNT 

If you are 62 or older, you qualify 
for a 5% Discount on all purchases 
up to $100 (Tobacco/Alcohol/Dairy 
Products excluded) • Proof of age 
required • No discount shopping 

for non seniors 
See Store For Details 

Saver Price 
NO CARD 

NO GAMES 
NO GIMMICKS 

3950 24TH ST. • 648-0876 • STORE HOURS: 6 AM-12 PM DAILY 
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MAY 1, 8 & 22: Preschool STORY 
TIME, a read-aloud program tor chil¬ 
dren ages 3 to 5. begins at 10 am Noe 
Valley Library, 451 Jersey St 695-5095 

MAY 1-29: Lauren Coleman's JAZZ 
STRETCH class meets on Tuesdays, 
from 6 to 7:15 pm Noe Valley Ministry, 
1021 Sanchez St 282-2782. 

MAY 2, 9,16, 23 & 30: The LAP- 
SITS at the Noe Valley Library leature 
songs, stories, and fingerplays tor 
infants, toddlers, and their parents. 
Wed.. 7 pm 451 Jersey St 695-5095 

MAY 3-20: The THUMBNAIL FESTI¬ 
VAL ot dance is a collaboration by Foot¬ 
loose/Dancers' Group and the Landini 
Dance Company. Thurs.-Sun.. 8 pm 
Venue 9,252 9th St. 289-2000. 

MAY 3-31: Carlos Cartagena exhibits 
‘Ca/as Musicales(MUSIC BOXES)’ at 
ATA Gallery. 992 Valencia St. 821-0404. 

MAY 4 & 18: The Salon hosts a 
screening and discussion of the docu¬ 
mentary Van Gogh's Van Goghs on May 
4, and two short videos about authors 
Charles Johnson and John Edgar Wide- 
man on May 18.7:30 pm. Call 289- 
2212 for Noe Valley location. 

MAY 4-20: Goat Hall Productions 
premieres an OPERA, Henry Miller in 
Brooklyn. Thurs.-Sat., 8 pm; Sun. 7 
pm. Potrero Hill Neighborhood House 
Theater, 953 De Haro St 289-6877. 

MAY 4: The dancing will include salsa 
lessons at the fifth annual JAMESTOWN 
JAM 2001, a parly to benefit Jamestown 
Community Center. 9 pm-2 am. Broad¬ 
way Studios, 435 Broadway. 647-4709. 

MAY 2001 
MAY 5: Tim Cain performs a CHIL¬ 
DREN'S CONCERT (ages 2-8), followed 
by a lunch hosted by Wind in the Wil¬ 
lows Preschool. 10 am Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. 821-9591 

MAY 5: A May CHILDREN'S FAIR and 
secondhand sale benefits the Waldorf- 
inspired Friends ot Potrero Hill Nursery 
School. 10 am-3 pm St. Gregory's 
Church, 500 De Haro St. 864-5464 

MAY 5: Formations Cooperative otters 
a sale of functional and decorative work 
by Noe Valley GLASSBLOWERS to ben¬ 
efit Breast Cancer Action (and possibly 
your mother on Mother's Day) 10 am- 
4 pm. 4275 24th St 695-9361. 

MAY 5: Hollywood MAKEUP ARTIST 
Timothy Santry transforms a teenager 
into an alien and explains the metamor¬ 
phosis in conjunction with an exhibit on 
“Making Motion Pictures and Televi¬ 
sion." Noon-4 pm. Exploratorium, 
3601 Lyon St 563-7337. 

MAY 5 & 6: The 10th annual OPEN 
STUDIOS art sale at Hunters Point 
Shipyard features the work of many Noe 
Valley artists. 10 am-6 pm. For infor¬ 
mation and a map. call 387-5936. 

MAY 5,12,19 & 26: On Saturdays in 
May, City Guides otters free walking 
tours of the Mission District MURALS. 
Meet at Precita & Harrison, behind Flynn 
Elementary School 11 am. 557-4266. 

MAY 5-26: THEATER RHUBARB 
performs Penthesilea by Heinrich von 
Kleist, an early 19th-century retelling of 
the myth of the Amazons attacking the 
Greeks and Trojans during the Trojan 
War. Fri. & Sat., 8 pm; Sun., May 13,7 
pm. Studio 210.3435 Cesar Chavez St. 
751-0439 

MAY 5-SEPTEMBER: Bruce Pacht- 
man's SOLO SHOW Don't Make Me 
Look Too Psychotic extends its run at 
the Bannam Place Theater. Sat., 3 pm, 
through May 12; Thurs.-Sat., 8 pm, 
May 17 through September 50A Ban¬ 
nam Place. 986-4607. 

Actors Sarah Green (left) and Florentina 

Mocanu are featured in the play 

Penthesilea presented Saturday, May 5, 

through May 26 by Theater Rhubarb. 

MAY 6: The “Raise the Roof Party" at 
the Chenery House features a tour of the 
mansion (including art and sculpture), a 
folk dance presentation, and a gourmet 
buffet, to benefit On Lok’s 30th Street 
SENIOR CENTER 2 - 5 pm. 292-8732. 

MAY 6: Jorja Fleezanis and Karl 
Paulnack perform 20th-century MUSIC, 
including works by Copland, Bartok, 
Crumb, and John Adams. 4 pm. Noe 
Valley Chamber Music at the Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. 333-9444. 

MAY 6,16 4 20: Take a tour ot MIS¬ 
SION DOLORES and the neighborhood 
that surrounds it. Look tor the City 
Guide at the gilded fire hydrant at 
Church and 20th streets May 6 & 20, 
noon. May 16,10 am. 557-4266. 

MAY 7: WOODY HARRELSON lectures 
on organic living and the need for eco¬ 
logical reform. 2 pm. McKenna Theater, 
SFSU. 1600 Holloway St. 338-2444 

MAY 8: A MEDITATION WORKSHOP 
shows how to incorporate meditation 
into daily life. 6-7:30 pm. Integral Yoga 
Institute, 770 Dolores St. 821-1117. 

MAY 8: The Golden Gate MEN'S CHO¬ 
RUS, directed by Joseph Jennings, per¬ 
forms the Rhineberger Mass in B-flat. 8 
pm. Mission Dolores Basilica, 370 
Dolores St. 668-4462. 

MAY 9 & 27: KITTEN FOSTER classes 
at the SPCA prepare humans to take on 
the challenging mother cat role. May 9, 
6-7:30 pm; May 27,11:30 am-1 pm. 
Solarium at Maddie's Pet Adoption Cen¬ 
ter, SPCA, 250 Florida St. 522-3542. 

MAY 10: Senior Action Network holds 
a City Hall RALLY for affordable hous¬ 
ing (“No more gold domes, we want real 
homes!"). Noon. Civic Center. 863-2033. 

MAY 10: The 22nd annual senior 
adults' SENIOR PROM celebrates Older 
Americans Month with live music. 
12:30-3:30 pm. S.F. County Fair Bldg., 
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way. 666-7079. 

MAY 10: Suma boutique hosts a bene¬ 
fit for the Cambodian women’s Joom 
Noon WEAVING PROJECT. 6-8 pm. 
1224 9th Ave. 759-7862. 

MAY 10: The FRIENDS ot Noe Valley's 
general membership meeting will be 
held at 7:30 pm Noe Valley Library, 451 
Jersey St 821-4087. 

MAY 11-JULY 6: RHYTHM KIDS 
classes, for 18 months and up, are 
ongoing Tuesdays and Fridays (except 
May 18) at 10:40 am. Natural 
Resources, 1307 Castro St. 550-2611 

MAY 12: The 26th annual Fair Oaks 
Neighbors/Jamestown STREET FAIR 
promises “neighbory antiques, junque, 
food, and tun.” 9 am-4 pm. Fair Oaks 
Street (between Dolores and Guerrero) 
from 21 st to 26th. 648-4977. 

MAY 12: The Ron Wilmot AIDS BIKE 
RIDE benefits Project Inform. Begins 9 
am in Peacock Meadow. Golden Gate 
Park. Register at 558-8669, ext. 223. 

MAY 12: City Guides conducts a free 
walking tour of the DUBOCE TRIANGLE 
area, once a magnet for Scandinavian 
immigrants. Meet at St. Francis Church, 
152 Church St. 10 am. 557-4266. 

MAY 12: ArtFusion holds its fifth exhi¬ 
bition of JEWELRY and handcrafted art. 
10 am-6 pm. Noe Valley Ministry, 
1021 Sanchez St. 452-2604. 

MAY 12: The SAFE HAVEN program 
sponsors a celebration for youth 5 to 
17, featuring safety tips, games, and 
craft projects. 10 am-2 pm. McDon¬ 
ald's, 820 Bryant St. 864-KIDZ. 

MAY 12: An introduction to PATENT 
SEARCHING otters hands-on training in 
seeing whether your invention has been 
made before. 3-5 pm. Fifth Floor, Main 
Library, 100 Larkin St. 557-4500. 

MI KEY TOM 
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ine. Affordable Win 

V 1747 Church^eet 
Between 29t! 

Feet (at Day) 

NR Streets 

415-826-5757 
r I 

OPEN 7 AM - 9 PM MONDAY THRU StfTURDA 
8 AM - 8 PM SUNDAYS 
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MAIL BOXES ETC0 

• Mailbox Rentals 

• Color Copies 

• UPS / FEDEX / DHL 

• Fax and Copies 

• Shipping and Moving Supplies 

• Laminating and Binding 

• Custom Packing 

• Notary Public 

• Business Cards 

• Passport Photos 

• Rubber Stamps 

• Fingerprinting 

Mail Boxes Etc. 
4104 24th Street (at Castro) 

Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 5 pm 

(415) 824-1070 • Fax (415) 824-1072 

UPS & FED EX AUTHORIZED SHIPPING OUTLET 
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CALENDAR 
MAY 12: Tuvan throat singer Paul Pena 
joins DIGERIDOO player Stephen Kent 
in concert. 8:15 pm. The Noe Valley 
Music Series at the Noe Valley Ministry, 
1021 Sanchez St. 454-5238 

MAY 12-20: The Young People's 
TEEN MUSICAL THEATER Company 
performs Bells Are Binging. Thurs. - 
Sat., 8 pm; Sun., 2 pm. Randall 
Museum, 199 Museum Way. 554-9523 

MAY 13: Teachers and students from 
Community Music Center perform a free 
MOTHER’S DAY concert, cosponsored 
by Noe Valley Chamber Music. 2:30 
pm. 1021 Sanchez St. 282-2317. 

MAY 13: The Noe Valley members ol 
the MILLION MOM MARCH invite you 
to ride the train to Sacramento for a 
RALLY supporting stricter gun licens¬ 
ing. Rally: 11 am-4pm. (Amtrak 
departs from the Ferry Building at 8:15 
am.) 430-1269, ext. 0764. 

MAY 13: Music on the Hill (MOTH) 
hosts a Mother's Day concert featuring 
the STERN QUARTET performing music 
by Mendelssohn, Hugo Wolf, and Penka 
Kouneva. 7 pm. St. Kevin’s Church, 704 
Cortland Ave. 820-1429. 

MAY 13 & 27: The colorful Women's 
Building is one of the highlights of a 
CITY GUIDES tour of "Murals in the 
Multiethnic Mission,” starting at noon 
at 354318th St. 557-4266. 

MAY 14: Lisa Fairchild and Irene Byrne 
discuss “The Art and Science of 
CHILD'S PLAY,” a talk sponsored by the 
Noe Valley Stroller Group. 2-3:30 pm. 
The Commonwealth Club, 595 Market 
St. 597-6700. 

MAY 15: FILMS lor preschoolers 3 to 
5 include Corduroy, Elephants, and Red 
Ball Express 10 and 11 am Noe Valley 
Library, 451 Jersey St 695-5095 

MAY 15: The GRAY PANTHERS hosts 
a discussion by Marc Norton ol San 
Franciscans for Tax Justice, “Making 
Downtown Pay Its Fair Share.” 12:30-3 
pm. First Unitarian Church, 1187 
Franklin St. 552-8800. 

MAY 15: Burglary prevention is the 
discussion topic at the Ingleside Police 
District’s monthly COMMUNITY 
FORUM 7 pm. Ingleside Station Com¬ 
munity Room. 404-4040. 

MAY 15: CASA, the children’s after¬ 
school arts program at Rooftop Alterna¬ 
tive School, performs a play, / Will Not 
Be Late for Life. 7:30 pm. ODC Perfor¬ 
mance Gallery, 3153 17th St. 643-1502. 

MAY 16: The Noe Valley DEMOCRA¬ 
TIC Club will host a forum on the City 
Attorney's race. 7:30 pm. Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. 821-4194 

MAY 17: BIKE TO WORK DAY is spon¬ 
sored by the S.F. Bicycle Coalition. For 
info and hill-avoiding maps, call 431- 
BIKE, or visit mw.sfbike.org. 

MAY 17-31: A 22-hour, five-session 
DOULA training workshop teaches how 
to be a labor assistant. Three Thurs¬ 
days, 7-10 pm, and two Sundays, 9:30 
-3:30 pm. Natural Resources, 1307 
Castro St. 550-2611. 

MAY 17-JUNE 7: Contemporary 
Salvadoran PAINTERS Isaias Mata and 
Ricardo "Cachi” Cartagena exhibit 
“Imagenes de un Mismo Anil (Images 
of a Same Blue).” Reception May 
17,8-10 pm. Back to the Picture, 934 
Valencia St. 826-2321. 

MAY 18-20: The 19th annual spring 
DANCE CONCERT at the School ot the 
Arts features choreography by the stu¬ 
dents Fri & Sat, 8 pm, Sun., 2 pm 
Fort Mason Cowell Theater 441-3687 

MAY 19: Parents for Public Schools 
discusses methods of improving the 
city's schools; Superintendent Arlene 
Ackerman speaks at 2:30 pm 9:30 am- 
3 pm Everett Middle School, 450 
Church St. 642-6260 

MAY 19: "Noe Valley Traditions and 
Transitions” is a tree WALKING TOUR 
led by City Guides. Meet at 10 am in 
front of the landmark Axford House at 
25th and Noe. 557-4266 

Paul Pena performs with Stephen Kent 

on Saturday, May 14, at the Noe Valley 

Music Series. 

MAY 19: BUG DAY at the Randall 
Museum features maggot races, bug¬ 
eating plants and people-eating bugs, 
silkworms at work, and a story hour 
with Megan McDonald 10am-3 pm 
199 Museum Way 864-2026 

MAY 19: The MANRING/KASSIN/ 
DARTER trio “combines jazz, avant- 
classical, world, and rock, with a bit of 
silliness' 8:15 pm Noe Valley Music 
Series, 1021 Sanchez St 454-5238 

MAY 20: The annual AIDS CANDLE¬ 
LIGHT MARCH leaves from the corner 
of Castro and Market at 8 pm Call 331 - 
1500, ext AIDS (2437), for information 

MAY 22: JAMS COOKE NEWMAN 
reads from her book about adoption, 
The Russian Word lor Snow 6 pm 
Mechanics' Institute Library, 57 Post SI 
393-0100 

MAY 22: Scott McNeely discusses 
"EUROPE on a Shoestring” at a benefit 
for Lonely Planet travel guides 7 30 
pm Modern Times Bookstore, 888 
Valencia St 282-9246 

MAY 23: Lawyers tor the Arts otters a 
WORKSHOP on the ins and outs of 
“Starting and Operating an Independent 
Record Label “ 7-8:30 pm Building C, 
Fort Mason. 777-7200. ext 547. 

MAY 24: Carl Nolte reports on 
CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY, the fabled 
“blind boss” of 1880s San Francisco; 
event hosted by the S.F. History Associ¬ 
ation. 7 pm. Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
678 Portola Drive. 750-9986 

MAY 26: The S.F League of Urban 
Gardeners (SLUG) holds a class on 
■COMPOSTING in the Mission “ 10 
am-noon. Alioto Park, 20th at Park 
Street. 285-7584 

Not to Bug You 
About June, but... 
The deadline tor calendar submis¬ 

sions to the next issue ot the Noe 
Valley Voice—the June 2001 issue, 

distributed gleefully on June 1 — 

will be May 15. Send items to 

the Noe Valley Voice Calendar 
1021 Sanchez Street. San Fran¬ 

cisco, CA 94114 Or e-mail 

zabarskaWaol.com. Ques¬ 

tions? Call Karol at 285-6347 

MAY 26: 'CAREGIVING A Women's 
Issue for the Millennium" focuses on 
the national Older Women's League 
report on unpaid caregivers 1030 am- 
1215 pm Call 989-4422 lor location 

MAY 26: Finding a NANNY lor your 
child is the 3 pm discussion topic at 
Natural Resources 1307 Castro St 
550-2611 

MAY 29: Norita Gonzales ot the Mas 
caritas PUPPET THEATER performs The 
Hungry Wolf and The Selfish Giant. 
especially for preschoolers 11am Noe 
Valley Library. 451 Jersey St 695-5095 

MAY 31: The After-School Pre-Sum¬ 
mer Reading Club tor kids 5 and up 
screens Boy and a Boa and The Day 
Jimmy's Boa Ate the Wash Mission 
Library, 300 Bartlett St 695-5090 

MAY 31: The UPPER NOE NEIGHBORS 
monthly meeting begins at 7:30 pm 
Upper Noe Rec Center. Day & Sanchez 
285-0473 

Five Ways to Speed up Your Internet 
Connection 

I Check your telephone wires and make sure the connections are snug 
and secure to both your computer and the wall jack. 

2. Check your modem. If it’s more than a couple years old, it may not 

be capabable of 56 Kbs, the highest speed now available. Older 
modems may be 33.6 or even 28.8 Kbs. 

3. Check the dial in phone number of your ISP. You may be using the 
wrong number for your type of modem. 

4. Check the drivers for your modem. The newest driver files for your 

modem can be found on the manufacturer’s website. Changing 

these can make a big difference. 

5. Disable programs which “automatically download” while you’re 

online. Real Player and Quicken’s ‘Delivery Agent’ are two of the 

worst offenders. 

We do tuneups all the time -- major or minor. You'll be amazed how 

much more quickly and smoothly your computer responds, both on 

and off the Internet. Give us a call to make an appointment -- in our 

shop or at your home or office. 

<:.• :.-v • ■ . . 3:" 

Computer 
Closet 
Repairs 
Sales 
Service 

mmmmwmmtmmu mi n« 

1104 Sanchez Street (at 24lh) 

San Francisco, CA c)4114 

415-642-1*651 

c_closet@dnai.com 

NOE VALLEY PET COMPANY 
A STORE FOR CATS & DOGS 

opposites 
I R {Photo Circa 1890} 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT THE STORE: 

Adoption Day 

to raise money for 

Second Chance Rescue 

May 6 & June 3. 12 to 3 pm 

(weather permitting) 

Vaccine Clinic 

Thursdays 6 to 7:30 pm 

S/3, 5/24. 6/7 and 6/28 

No appointment 

necessary 

MSI Church Street. San Francisco 

phone: 415.282 7385 • fax: 415.282.4319 

www.noevalleypet.com 

VOTED BEST OF THE BAY GUARDIAN 2000! 
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GardenBelle 
French Garden Antiques & Home Decor 

jL 
• Statuary and 

Garden Furniture " 

Gates, Grills. Trellises 

• Rare Garden Tools 

Cast Iron Jardinieres 

& Fountains 

• Vases, Pots, 

and Watering Cans 

Antique Botanical Prints 

and Pressed Flowers 

• Collectibles & Cunos 

■4327 18th Street (between Diamond & Eureka) 

A15-552-6990 

Open Thursday - Saturday, 11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. • Sunday, 12 noon - 5 p.m. 

Wednesday by Appointment 

C<3)L<8)RCRAN£ 
Office Supplies, Art Supplies, Gifts ®*nd more 

Office Supplies • Art Supplies • Stationery Sets • Sanrio Gifts 

Paper Dolls • Picture Postcards • Color Copies • B/W Copies 

Rubber Stamps (bring in your own design or choose from our large selection) 

Desktop Publishing • Business Cards • Laser Printouts 

3957 24th Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6:30 pm 
Closed Sundays 

Tel: 415-285-1387 • Fax: 415-285-3518 

Architecture & Planning 
• Remodeling, additions, and new buildings 

• Local practitioner, neighborhood-specific 

design 

• Variance applications, Planning approvals, 

and Building Permits 

• Free initial consultation: What do you 

have in mind? 

Stephen P. Johnston, AIA 
249 Fair Oaks Street 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 282.6344 

Noe Valley's Favorite Japanese Restaurant ► Since 1975 

OLDEST SUSHI BAR IN SAN FRANCISCO 

Matsuya 
Serving Sushi, Teriyaki, Donburi Casserole, Japanese Beer & Wine 

CHEF'S CHOICE OF SUSHI 

Open 4-11 Monday-Saturday 
3856 24th Street (between Sanchez and Vicksburgl 282-7989 ® 

Good service, good coverage, 

good price — 

That’s State Farm Insurance. 
ft 

STATE FARM 

INSURANCE 
® 

Susan Levinson, Agent 
1501 Church Street 

San Francisco, California 

California licence #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there,® 

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES • HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

I lm 

Our Modem Ad Artisans 
can design and produce your newspaper advertising. 

Call 2394114 
and see how easy it is to join the best ads in 

The Noe Valley Voice 

A 

jgr CLASS OF 2001 

Here’s To You, Grad! 
All your graduation needs at ^ 

THfcOKt STOP PARTY SHOP 
Paper Products • Cards • Balloons • Great Gifts 

1600 Church Street at 28th Street 
San Francisco 94131 • (415) 824-0414 

Open Tuesday through Friday, 12 noon to 6 p.m. \ 
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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Wants: 

Free checking 

To bank when 
I want to bank 

Enough time to get 
everything done 

Needs: 

MyAccess checking 

MyAccess checking 

A 25-hour day 

Introducing MyAccess’"checking from Bank of America. 
Free checking with direct deposit. 

Can you really bank on your own time? Definitely. With MyAccess checking, your account is free with monthly direct 

deposit. It’s that simple. And you’ll have access to your money 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week via any of over 13,000 

ATMs, telephone and online. Simply put, we give you a place to keep your money - you decide when, where and how 

you want to manage it. To find out more about how our new MyAccess checking works, visit www.bankofamerica.com, 
call us at 1.800.900.9000 or stop by. Can you really bank your own way? Why not? 

MyAccess checking features: 

■ Free checking with monthly direct deposit 

■ No minimum balance requirement 

Free Photo Security'Check Card for added safety ■ 24/7/365 Telephone Banking 

Free Online Banking with Free Bill Payment Service 

Bank of America. 

BaZofAS: N'^Mcmbe^FDIC.^^lIoTB^i^k^olXmerica^Co^irul'l'on'''^'^^'^^*1' ^ •*«“> *** J 



30 The Noe Valley Voice • May 2001 

San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

In our less than open, 

less than accepting 

society, many gay men 

have found themselves 

with no one to talk to. 

And more importantly, 

no one to understand 

them. But no longer. 

The Compass Project. 

Free counseling for the 

emotional pressures of 

being and staying HIV-. 

begin a dialog 

415 487 8010 
www.sfaf.org 

i 

J 

( Thgflnimql 

Pets for your enjoyment, 
supplies for their needs 

647-8755 
Easy Parking • Visa • MasterCard 

4298 24th Street at Douglass 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

Spark Construction 
Full Service Since 1987 

Remodels & Additions Garage Conversions Design Services 

Foundations / Seismic Insurance Work Kitchens & Baths 

Restorations & Dry Rot Decks Excellent References 

171 Lily Street Coll for a consultation today! 415-503-0055 
San Franasco, CA 94102 

License # 546094 

BUY 
SELL 
TRADE 

'STREETLIGHT" 
E C o ft D 5 

SAN FRANCISCO 
3979 24th ST (415) 282-3550 
2350 MARKET (415) 282-8000 

www.slrecords.com 

www.sparkconstruction.com 
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Yellow Means SLOW: To keep cars from barreling down the Clipper Street hill (as well as racing through the pedestrian crossings at 

James Lick Middle School), the city's Department of Parking and Traffic laid down bright yellow stripes at several Noe Valley intersections 

this spring, including this one at Clipper and Diamond streets. According to Clipper Street resident Bruce Clark, the city is also looking at 

installing other “traffic calming devices" to give him and his neighbors some relief. “This is a quiet little two-lane street that's being used 

as if it were 101 freeway. Sooner or later, someone is going to get killed." warns Clark. He says DPT has offered to do a three-month test 

of “rumble strips”—a type of speed bump—on the 500 block of Clipper, but only if the residents show strong support. The jury is still 

out on that idea, but the stripes have already made a dent in some people's driving habits. “Visibly, the stripes wake you up," says Clark. 

“For those who are coming down the hill in a daze, it definitely doesn't hurt to remind them of the four-way stops " Photo by Beverly Tharp 

Muni Launches Castro Shuttle 
■M|W 

If you’ve boarded a Metro train during 

rush hour at the Castro Street Station in 

the past month, you’ve (hopefully) no¬ 

ticed that the trains aren’t as crowded as 

they once were. 

No, this isn’t another story on layoffs. 

It’s about the Castro Shuttle, a new Muni 

subway train which began operating last 

month between the Castro and Embar- 

cadero stations during peak rush hours of 

7:15 to 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

The service, which is provided by three 

two-car trains that loop between the Cas¬ 

tro and Embarcadero stations and make 

all the stops along the way, is designed to 

reduce overcrowding and make Metro 

service more convenient for both the rid¬ 

ers who are using the service in the sub¬ 

way and for those who are riding further 

on the five-line Metro system. 

“I am thrilled that Muni is providing 

this service to riders,” says Supervisor Mark 

Leno, who was on hand for the shuttle’s 

kickoff celebration on April 6. “This ser¬ 

vice responds directly to a large portion 

of riders who have had difficulty for years 

boarding Metro trains that are always too 

crowded to and from the Castro.” 
As for the verdict among riders, Dana 

Adams, a Castro Street resident and daily 

commuter to the Financial District, says, 

“This new shuttle has been really great for 

me. Twice this week, I’ve actually been 

able to get a seat on the way to work— 

something that rarely happens for me.” 

For more information, riders should 

call Muni’s phone line at 415-673-6864 

or visit the web site at www.sfmuni.com. 

—-Jill Winkelstein 

Storyteller Simms in Town 

Residing on 29th Street in Noe Valley 

since early April is internationally ac¬ 

claimed storyteller Laura Simms. She’s in 

town for the world premiere of her new 

show, Reconciled in the Book of Secrets 

(or How to Find Romania), at A Travel¬ 

ing Jewish Theater, 470 Florida Street, 

just below Theater Artaud, between 17th 

and Mariposa streets. 

This autobiographical show, written 

and performed by Simms, was commis¬ 

sioned by Traveling Jewish Theater 

founding member Naomi Newman, who 

also directs. In the piece, Simms salts 

tragic family secrets with hilarious mem¬ 

ories, and weaves them both with ancient 

Jewish lore to create a spellbinding tale— 

one that connects her with long-dead an¬ 

cestors and reveals enduring truths. 

A native of New York, Simms is also 

the author of three bestselling books for 

children and has recorded 10 CDs. She re¬ 

ceived the 2000 Charlotte’s Web Award 

for her book Rotten Teeth, and was nom¬ 

inated for a 2000 Indie Award for Best 

Children’s Recording for her Four 

Legged Tales. She has been an artist-in¬ 

residence at the Lincoln Center Institute 

for Arts in Education and the University 

of Wisconsin, and currently teaches at the 

Naropa Institute, the Theater College of 

Oslo, and with New York University. 

In addition, for eight days each sum¬ 

mer, Simms conducts a storytelling resi¬ 

dency in Philo, California, where partic¬ 

ipants explore the skills and awareness 

needed to be a storyteller in the modem 

world. 
Reconciled in the Book of Secrets runs 

through May 6, Thursdays through Sat¬ 

urdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 and 7 

p.m. Tickets are $22.50 for adults, $ 19.50 

for seniors, and $ 11.25 for students. They 

are available by phone at 415-499-1809 

or through a web link at www.atjt.com. 

For information about the Laura 

Simms Storytelling Residency, visit 

www.home.earthlink.net/~storydevi or e- 

mail storydevi@earthlink.net. 

Benefit at Chenery House 
■wpr 

Have you ever glimpsed the mansion 

hidden behind a nondescript brown build¬ 

ing on Chenery Street between 30th and 

Randall? It’s called the Chenery House, 

and it’s known as one of the largest es¬ 

tates in San Francisco. 

Well, on Sunday, May 6, you can get a 

closer look. You can visit this unique 

mansion and landscaped grounds during 

a benefit party for On Lok’s 30th Street 

Senior Services. The party starts at 2 and 

ends at 5 p.m., and all proceeds will be used 

to help replace the senior center’s roof. 

In addition to a tour of the mansion’s 

renowned art and sculpture collection, 

guests will enjoy a gourmet buffet com¬ 

plemented by fine wines, an exhibition of 

senior art work, and entertainment by the 

30th Street Senior Services’ folk dancers. 

“It’s a fun, elegant setting, and a great 

way to support a cause that’s critical for 

the seniors in the neighborhood,” says 

David Baker, the senior center’s devel¬ 

opment director. 

Since 1979, 30th Street Senior Ser¬ 

vices has been the place where elderly 

people in Noe Valley, Diamond Heights, 

Glen Park, St. Mary’s Park, the Mission, 

and the Outer Mission have been able to 

find the extra care and support they need 

to remain healthy and independent. Ser¬ 

vices include daily lunches, bilingual 

help, meal deliveries to homebound se¬ 

niors, and a wide variety of classes and 

activities in the On Lok complex at 225 

30th Street between Dolores and Chenery. 

Tickets for this worthy cause are $75 

per person. For more information and for 

reservations (which are recommended, but 

not required), please call 415-292-8732. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Ready to meet your 

real estate needs!. 

COLDUJeU. 
BANKQR □ 

□S3 

It takes more than a sign to sell your home. 

I offer you the knowledge and experience needed in today's 

active market — plus local, nationwide, and international 

marketing. Call me today to learn more. 

Top 1% Nationally 

International President's Elite 

• />etty c/aisch / CRS, LTG, SRES 

Broker Associate 

Certified Residential Specialist 

Senior s Real Estate Specialist 

11-year Noe Valley Resident 

(415) 338-0121 
betty@taisch.com 

CLAIRE C. PILCHER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

■ Neighborhood Negotiations ■ Permits and Appeals 
■ Land Use ■ Variances 

■ Development ■ Conditional Uses & 

■ City Planning General Practice of Law 

in Noe Valley (415) 821-1186 
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THE SMART ALTERNATIVE 
• Reliable, Clean Vehicles 

CHECK OUT OUR TOOLS! 

SAN FRANCISCO 
TOOL LENDING CENTER 

We are a new resource for renters and property owners of 
San Francisco to borrow tools for free—anything from a 

hammer to a compound mitre saw 

Sponsored by the San Francisco Public Library and the 
San Francisco League of Urban Gardeners (SLUG). 

Monday, Thursday, and Friday 2713 San Bruno Avenue @ Bacon 
11-7 San Francisco, CA 94134 
Saturday and Sunday 415.467.TOOL (8665) 
9-5 www.toollending.org 

\ Stop Watching Your Weight m 

| & Start Losing It! A 

Gourmet Diet Foods ijj 

■ L Happy Muffins j,j 

Q "ra JDW Cloud Mousse i [ i 

i rrjf French Onion Soup i[i 

■ >*~4-4-K| Delicious Cakes i11 

I E r Fudge Brownies |i] 

The Healthy Approach to Weight Loss . | ■ ] 

Safe and Affordable 

Private Daily Counseling |i| 

Optional Delicious Fresh Foods [ ■ j 

\o Membership Fee for Food Purchase iji 

Quality Service Since 1978 

1300 SANCHEZ • 641-4489 1 
www.liteforlifesf.com ^ ^ 

Coupon Power 
Look for those ads offering discounts and grab 
your scissors. It's a great way to save and it lets 
advertisers know you support The Noe Valley Voice. 

(^RAFTCARE HARDWOOD FLOOR*) 
Specializing in All Phases 

of Finished Wood Flooring 

WHERE QUALITY WORK IS OUR PRIORITY! 

Free estimates (415) 826-6330 
Owner: Bryan McCue • State license #576013 

www. craftcare. net 

Alleviate Anxiety 
& Depression 

Deepen Relationships 
& Intimacy 

Promote Recovery 
& Healing 

Enhance Creativity 
& Transitions 

e® Rekindle Hope 00 
415.647.0300 

A CROUP OF INDEPENDENT PRACTITIONERS 

build on your dreams. 

kitchens / baths decks / additions new homes 

Doug Shoemaker AIA 
Licensed Architect, State of California since 1980 

Noe Valley, 415.648.1208 

June Noon Swoon Tune 
Display advertising in the 

Noe Valley Voice will bring the 

sweet sound of ringing (or beep¬ 

ing) cash registers as your neigh¬ 

bors learn about your buisness in 

these pages. 

Call Steve at 239-1114 and 
he’ll help you get started. 
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Moms March for Gun Safety 
■Wfpr 

Did you know that, according to the 

S.F. Department of Public Health, more 

children in San Francisco die from gun¬ 

shot wounds than from any other cause? 

If this stirs the activist in you, you can 

join forces with the San Francisco chap¬ 

ter of the Million Mom March (MMM) 

on Mother’s Day, May 13, from 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m., at a rally and education fair in 

Sacramento. It is one of several such events 

planned at capitals across the country, in¬ 

cluding Washington, D.C. Ten thousand 

people from California’s 27 MMM chap¬ 

ters are expected to converge on the west 

steps of the State Capitol this year. 

The Million Mom March is a national 

grassroots organization dedicated to pre¬ 

venting gun death and injury and sup¬ 

porting victims and survivors of gun 

trauma. Membership is not limited to 

mothers and includes people from all 

walks of life. The San Francisco chapter 

is based in Noe Valley. 

On Mother’s Day last year, more than 

800,000 people participated in the orga¬ 

nization’s first march. This year’s march 

on Sacramento is co-sponsored by several 

statewide organizations, including the 

Police Chiefs Association, the State Par¬ 

ent-Teachers’ Association, Handgun 

Control Inc., and the Legal Community 

Against Violence. These groups are all 

gamering support for two proposals now 

before the California legislature that 

would establish a statewide handgun 

safety licensing system. 

To make transportation easy, Amtrak’s 

“Million Mom Express” is slated to de¬ 

part from San Francisco’s Ferry Building 

at 8:15 a.m. and arrive in Sacramento at 

10:55 a.m. Return trains will leave Sacra¬ 

mento beginning at 3 p.m. The roundtrip 

fare for one ticket is $30, but if you buy 

two tickets, the second one is half-price, 

and a third ticket is thrown in for free. 

For more information or to sign up to 

ride the rails to the rally, call the MMM’s 

San Francisco chapter at 415-430-1269, 

ext. 0764. You can also send e-mail to 

sf_mmm@yahoo.com or check out 

www.geocities.com/millionmommarch_sf. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Harmonize with the World 

A juicy opportunity awaits singers and 

would-be singers who want to experience 

the magic of singing in a choir. In March, 

folk musician Freyda Epstein started a lo¬ 

cal branch of the World Harmony Chorus, 

a group founded in 1999 by fellow 

recording artist and radio talk show host 

(KUSP, Santa Cruz) Daniel Steinberg. 

Epstein’s branch rehearses independent¬ 

ly in Noe Valley—at the Noe Valley Min¬ 

istry—but will join forces with Steinberg’s 

Mountain View and Berkeley groups for 

public performances. Though the chorus 

is expected to grow rapidly, membership 

is still small, so each rehearsal includes 

vocal coaching in an intimate setting, 

along with repertoire development. 

Like Steinberg, Epstein is a seasoned 

performer of world and ethnic music, and 

a skilled voice and violin teacher. She has 

over 15 years of experience teaching at 

such places as the Omega Institute, the 

Augusta Heritage Workshop, Pinewoods, 

and Westminster Choir College in Prince¬ 

ton, New Jersey. 

Since her eight-year tenure in the folk 

group Trapezoid, Epstein has been con¬ 

sidered one of the finest voices in Amer¬ 

ican folk music. Her album Midnight at 

Cabell Hall, done with her group Freyda 

and Acoustic Attitude, was named best 

folk album of the year by the Independent 

Record Distributors Association in 1993. 

Her latest album, Globalullahies, is a col 

lection of international lullabies. 

Asked why she chose to start a branch 

of this particular chorus, Epstein replied, 

“I’ve known Daniel since the late ‘70s, 

and when I moved to the Bay Area re¬ 

cently, we thought it would be fun to do 

something collaboratively. And having 

three choruses to draw from for perfor¬ 

mances ensures that there is no pressure 

on people who don’t want to perform. It 

also ensures that we have a good group of 

singers for each performance.” 

Epstein was also drawn to the mission 

of the World Harmony Chorus, which is to 

build community through song. In keep¬ 

ing with this vision, the chorus has just 

accepted an invitation to take part in an 

upcoming world choral festival in Cuba. 

That means singers who join the group 

while slots for the festival are still avail¬ 

able can be flying to Cuba this November. 

The World Harmony Chorus is open to 

singers of all ages and levels, and the mu¬ 

sic ranges from simple, easy-to-leam 

songs to pieces that are quite challenging. 

Songs come from the world over, and 

some are in indigenous languages. The 

chorus meets on Wednesday nights from 

6:15 to 8 p.m. at the Ministry, 1021 

Sanchez Street. The fee is $10 per class, 

but it is open regardless of ability to pay, 

so work/study and sliding-scale arrange¬ 

ments are welcomed. 

If you want to join the group, call 

Freyda Epstein at 510-547-8980. Drop- 

ins are not recommended because the 

chorus will not meet on some dates when 

Epstein is performing out of town. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Jamestown Jam 2001 
-wpr 

The Jamestown Community Center 

plans a sizzling night of Latin rhythm, 

dancing, and all-around fun at Jamestown 

Jam 2001, on Friday, May 4. You can join 

a multigenerational group of Jamestown 

supporters as they kick up their heels at 

Broadway Studios, 435 Broadway in San 

Francisco. AH proceeds from this fifth an¬ 

nual fundraiser will help fund educa¬ 

tional, athletic, and art programs serving 

local youths from 8 to 18. 

The East Los Angeles Chicano groove 

band Quetzal and the Mission District’s 

own salsa band Mazacote will provide the 

beat to help usher in the Cinco de Mayo 

weekend with flair. If you don’t have 

rhythm, never fear. John Papageorge, a 

favorite dance-aerobics teacher at the 

Presidio YMCA and 24-Hour Fitness, 

will team with Suzanne Agasi to kick off 

the evening with salsa lessons at 9 p.m. 

Then you can dance until you drop, or un¬ 

til 2 a.m., whichever comes first. 

Headquartered at 3382 26th Street, and 

dedicated to serving young people from 

the Mission District, Jamestown Com¬ 

munity Center runs programs at Cesar 

Chavez Elementary School and Horace 

Mann Academic Middle School, the lat¬ 

ter being the alma mater of many a Noe 

Valley child. Jamestown provides trans¬ 

portation to its sites for children attend¬ 

ing nearby schools, such as Edison Char¬ 

ter Academy in Noe Valley. For more than 

30 years, the Jamestown staff has worked 

with parents, volunteers, and neighbors to 

offer after-school arts, science, and math 

classes, one-on-one tutoring, sports teams, 

and health services—all free of charge. 

Roberto, a 15-year-old Jamestowner, 

says, “Jamestown is like family to me. It , 

gives me a place to go after school, where 

I can leam. play sports, and hang out with 

my friends in a fun atmosphere.” 

Cristina Hernandez, mother of two 

Jamestown youths, adds, “Jamestown is 

a safe haven for my children. What I like 

best about it is that not only are my kids 

learning and enjoying, but as a parent, I'm 

encouraged to participate and get in¬ 

volved. It’s a very tight-knit community.” 

Jamestown co-director Claudia Jasin 

notes that the May 4 fundraiser has a dual 

purpose. “One objective is, of course, to 

raise funds, but we also want to create a 

fun evening where people can get to know 

Jamestown and what we do. Our ticket 

prices are not as high as other benefits be¬ 

cause we want to make it accessible for 

as many people as possible,” she says. 

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at 

the door. You can get tickets online at 

www.ticketweh.com, or by phone at 5ID- 

601-TWEB. For more information, call 

415-647-4709. 

—Laura McHale Holland 

Terra Alia 
Decorative Art Studio 

Drop by or see our calendar at 

www.terramia.net 

for special rate days. 

Mon - Saturday: 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. 

Sunday: 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

We’re the First! 
Introducing 

PHOTO 
TRANSFERS 

ONTO 

POTTERY 
Saturday, May 5 & Sunday, May 6 

2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Bring in any photo or printed material, 

to be converted into a silkscreen 

by our local artist Myma Tatar 

within minutes...now you're ready 

to print on any flat item, i.e. serving 

platters, tiles, and dinner plates. 

The perfect gift for Mother's Day, 

housewarmings, weddings, 

and any occasion. 

415.642.9911 • 1314 Castro at 24th Street • San Francisco 
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Some people thinl 
just any real estate 
company will do. 

Others expect more. 

couHueu. 
BANK6RQ 

Call Coldwell Banker 

San Francisco Lakeside 

(415) 334-1880 

Boris 
OPLANIC 

A 
Richard 
RAMORINO 

Office: 

(4151334-1880 

Direct/Voice Mail: 

(415)979-2102 

The San Francisco 
Lakeside Office 

www.cbnorcal.com 
sflakeside@cbnorcal.com 

3536 21st Street 

$995,000 

Liberty Hill View Duplex. Downtown 

and Bay views from both units of this 

outstanding property. These renovated 

units consist of 2 bedrooms / 2 baths 

in the upper unit and 1 bedroom /1 bath 

in the lower unit Exceptional Liberty 

Heights location and parking for 

two cars. 

636 28th Street 

$1,795,000 

Stunning Noe Valley View Home 
Views of the downtown and the Bay 

from nearly every room in this very 

special custom home. The home has 

4 bedrooms / 3.5 baths with a media 

room and a Japanese garden with hot 

tub and lap pool. The owner has spared 

no expense in making this home one of 

the finest in Noe Valley. 

2633 Ocean Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 

(415) 334-1880 
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NOE VALLEY'S 

jcmoAtte 
Lender 

->--<• 

tlataAAa* £ojjlcvi 

415-865-0777 
nlovas@aol.com 

Janet Moyer Landscaping 
Design • Installation 

Maintenance • Renovation 

Decorative Fixtures and Furniture 

Quality landscaping located in Noe Valley 

415 821 3760 
um-w.jmoyerlandscaping. com 

LANTiSCATC CON fRACPOR IICFNsE 725050 PEST CONTROL LICENSE 21606 

Dolores Place 
Bed & Breakfast 

25th Street between Dolores & Church 

Private Entrance • Private Bathroom • Kitchenette 

(415) 824-8728 
A place for your visiting friends and relatives 

that’s close to you. Walk to 24th Street! 

visit us on the web at:: www.doloresplace.com 

ue vS^ies Construction 
(415) 587-7274 

Plumbing renovations & repair 
Kitchen and bath remodelling 

Seismic retrofitting 

25 

‘What is psychotherapy ? 
50 minutes in your week to focus on the deeper issues...a unique 

relationship with a supportive and non-judgmental professional...learning to 

move beyond the patterns that limit your life...freeing blocked creativity... 

stable support in times of transition or stress. 

What might it be for you? 

Celia LigbtbillvA © (415) 239-1315 
California MFT License #27325 Affordable sliding scale 

Feldenkrais Method® 

Cranial Sacral Therapy 

Qentle Yoga 

INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK Deborah Franzini 
TO NOURISH THE SPIRIT 415/282-8186 

Carol Robinson, EA 
Members: National 

Association of Enrolled 

Agents 

•Individual •Tax Planning 
•Business Returns •Prior Year Returns 
•Electronic Filing •Out-of-State Returns 

Call for an appointment TODAY! 
300 Vicksburg Street #1, SF 821-3200 
(corner of 24th near Church St.) Notary Public Service 

4288 24th St. at Douglass, San Francisco • (4 IS) 821-7652 

•?• open 7 days a week + 

Home cooking with no ethnic boundaries 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 
ALBUM 
Illustrated Reminiscences 

bv Florence Holub 

The Way of China 

Most fortunate are we who reside in 

San Francisco, because through¬ 

out our city there are so many places 

that reflect the spirit and flavor of 

strange and exciting lands. At this 

moment in history, China seems to 

dominate the scene. 

I won’t dwell on China’s recent clash 

with the U.S. over our surveillance 

flights, but instead I want to recommend 

the wonderful, prize¬ 

winning film Crouch¬ 

ing Tiger, Hidden 

Dragon. I had to 

watch it at two 

different mati¬ 

nees before I 
i 

could fully 

appreciate its 

riveting, action- 

packed special 

effects com¬ 

bined with a beautifully conceived and 

executed story. Another good movie. 

I’m told, is The Tao of Steve, a comedy 

whose main character tries to apply the 

tenets of Chinese philosophy to dating 

and relationships. 

However, the main current attraction 

I’d like to suggest you see is “Taoism 

and the Arts of China,” an exhibition at 

the Asian Art Museum in Golden Gate 

Park featuring 150 works of art created 

between 500 B.C. and 1800 A.D. 

Ancient Chinese scrolls, sculptures, 

paintings, calligraphy, textiles, and rit¬ 

ual objects have been gathered by 

curator Stephen Little from 50 collec¬ 

tors in nine countries. Little has pro¬ 

vided edifying labels and panels of 

explanatory information that can help 

generate a deeper understanding of Far 

Eastern civilization. 

He tells us that the Chinese word Tao 

(pronounced “dao”) means a road or 

path, or in more metaphorical terms, the 

way of all things, “an empty void preg¬ 

nant with infinite possibilities.” The 

word’s philosophical origin can be 

traced to the sage Laozi (also known as 

Lao-Tzu), who was a royal archivist in 

the library at Loh, in the province of 

Hunan, during the sixth century B.C. 

As an old man, Laozi became disen¬ 

chanted with the corruption of courtly 

life, and left the city to seek refuge in 

the hills. One of the art works in the 

exhibit depicts Laozi’s departure, riding 

on an ox and carrying a scroll in his 

right hand. As he approached the sum¬ 

mit of a tall mountain, he met the 

guardian of the pass, who urged him to 

dictate his philosophy in order to record 

it for posterity. The result was a 5,0(X)- 

word document, the Tao teh t hing, or as 

we call it, Lao-Tzu: The Way of Life. 

What then happened to Laozi no one 

knows, but his beautiful, poetic words 

live on. His ideas are a guide for human 

behavior, stressing the importance of 

cultivating simplicity, detachment, 

virtue, and living in harmony with 

nature. Significantly, Taoism teaches 

that there is no supreme being, only the 

Tao itself, the powerful force that per¬ 

meates all reality. 

Laozi’s little book has endured 

throughout the centuries, giving the 

world an understanding and apprecia¬ 

tion of the philosophy, religion, govern¬ 

ment, art, medicine, and even the 

cooking of China. 

According to Taoist belief, the qi 

(pronounced “chee”) is a primordial 

energy from which yin and yang 

emerged. The tiger and the dragon are 

the ancient symbols of the forces of yin 

and yang, respectively. Later, the taiji 

diagram, which we in the West know as 

the circular black and white yin-yang 

symbol, was created. The circle repre¬ 

sents the Tao, the void of infinite energy 

perfectly balanced and centered, with 

the two opposing shapes representing 

the yin and yang that gave birth to the 

material world and its many forms. 

Yin, considered the “female” energy 

with heavier elements, sank to create 

the earth, while yang, the male energy 

with lighter elements, rose to become 

the heavens. All things carry yang and 

yin, and their blended influence brings 

harmony. 

Taoism, which began as a philosophy, 

became a religion in the second century 

A.D., conforming to Buddhism and 

Confucianism, and accommodating 

other beliefs as well. Like every other 

religion, it has undergone many changes 

over its long history, resulting in a vast 

pantheon of gods and goddesses, many 

of whom are represented in the paint¬ 

ings and sculptures on display at the 

museum. The triad of gods known as 

the Three Officials of Heaven, Earth, 

The City's first choice for sushi and Japanese dining 

^ h) Haniano Siuhi 
Q Kf SUSHI BAR AND JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

Our sushi bar offers the greatest selection 
of the freshest sushi in town 

and Water, who protect and prolong life, 

are perhaps the earliest in the Taoisi 

pantheon. 

Throughout Chinese history, women 

have been revered along with men as 

deities and spiritual teachers. For this 

reason, and in honor of Mother's Day 

on May 13,1 have chosen to draw a 

goddess called the Dipper Mother, who 

has been celebrated since early times. 

She is thought to be the mother of all 

the constellations in Ursa 

Major—the Big Dipper! 

The Dipper Mother is 

associated with healing and 

childbirth, and has 18 arms, holding the 

sun, the moon, and a variety of sacred 

weapons and symbols. Clearly, there is 

Buddhist influence, for she sits on a 

lotus throne, and has a third eye on her 

forehead. This elegant piece in porcelain 

is part of the San Francisco Museum of 

Asian Art’s permanent collection. 

One forgotten immortal was discov¬ 

ered by curator Little, as he searched 

storerooms for Taoist art in England. 

Among the Egyptian sculptures, he 

spotted a large, dusty, bronze statue of 

an unidentified male. Noting the long 

hair down the figure’s back and on his 

bare feet. Little determined that the 

sculpture was a warrior in the service of 

a Ming dynasty emperor. Ancient Chi¬ 

nese scrolls record that he began his ser¬ 

vice as Xuanwu, the Dark Warrior from 

the North. He must have done great 

deeds, for he was later elevated to 

Zhenwu. the Perfected Warrior, and later 

still to Protector of the State and Imper¬ 

ial Family. Zhenwu is also credited with 

giving taiqi (tai ch’i) to the world! 

The first Chinese landscape paintings 

that I ever saw were in the home of 

Paul Q. Forster, Leo’s and my favorite 

art teacher at the California School of 

Fine Arts in the late 1930s. Back then. I 

wondered how the Chinese painters 

could consistently manage to create 

such masterful, yet subtle renditions of 

the natural world. The last gallery in the 

Asian Art Museum holds the answer. In 

Taoist belief, the landscape of the earth 

corresponds to a person's inner land¬ 

scape, and the art of painting lay in 

arousing the painter’s inner energies, or 

qi, to capture the qi animating the scene 

before him. 

When 1 went to the museum, I lin¬ 

gered over the painting "Cloudy Moun¬ 

tains" by 14th-century artist Fang 

Congyi, who was a priest at Tiger and 

Dragon Mountain, where he spent most 

of his life. His horizontal scroll painting 

shows a lush spit of land and a river 

meandering through a long mountain 

range, which rises, turns, and twists like 

a dragon flying through space, dissolv¬ 

ing into an empty mist. This struck me 

as being quite similar to the ending of 

the movie Crouching Tiger. Hidden 

Dragon, with the heroine drifting 

upward and disappearing into the clouds. 

“Taoism and the Arts of China” will 

be on display only until Sunday. May 

13, so hurry over to Golden Gate Park 

to catch this amazing exhibit. 

Postscript. Last month, our friend Dr. 

Else Cabos-Forster, the widow of the 

abovementioned art teacher, who now 

lives in the Netherlands, phoned to 

inform us that she would be coming to 

visit her Bay Area friends in May. After 

reading my March article in the Voice, 

she said, she would very much like to 

dine at the Chinese restaurant I men¬ 

tioned. Alice’s, on Sanchez Street near 

29th. Of course, we shall, I replied, and 

maybe on another night I will cook up a 

batch of Chinese pork chops. 

This is the perfect dish for visitors, 

for most of it can be prepared ahead of 

time and warmed up as the rice is cook¬ 

ing, allowing the cook to spend time 

with the guests instead of leaning over a 

hot stove. 

Chinese Swect-and-Sour 
Pork Chops 

Ingredients 

4 loin pork chops 

I chicken bouillon cube 

Salt 

1/2 cup catsup 

1/4 cup vinegar 

1 small can pineapple chunks 

1/2 bell pepper, sliced 

3 tablespoons brown sugar, packed 

1 tablespoon .soy sauce 

2 tablespoons com starch 

In a skillet, brown pork chops in veg¬ 

etable oil until browned on both sides. 

Add salt and chicken bouillon cube. 

Cover chops with water, turn heal to low, 

cover and cook for 1/2 hour or until tender. 

Meanwhile, in a saucepan combine 

caLsup. vinegar, pineapple, bell pepper, 

and brown sugar. In a separate small 

bowl, mix soy sauce and com starch to a 

smooth paste, then add to the catsup 

mixture. Place over a low flame, stir, and 

bring slowly to a boil. Cover tightly. 

Simmer for 15 minutes. Pour sauce over 

pork chops. Serve with rice. Recipe 

serves 3 to 4. 

1332 Castro Street (.it 24th Street) 
826-0825 

Open 7 days a week 
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ADDA CLEVENGER 
Junior Preparatory and 

Theater School for Children 

Grades K - 8 

Where children get more 

from their time spent in school 

• Academics • Athletics • Arts 

Longer School Day and Year 
In Keeping With International Standards 

All students of the school are members of the 

ADDA CLEVENGER YOUTH CHORUS 
OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Choristers receive a well-rounded education and many 
opportunities to perform. No previous training is required. 

Now Accepting Enrollment in All Grades 
For the 2001 - 2002 school year 

CREATIVE SUMMER 2001 

July 30 - August 10 
180 Fair Oaks 

In Noe Valley, one block east of Dolores & 23rd Streets 

(415) 824-2240 

ns String. 

Where, Kids Coolc! 

A tun and cvefttlVe environment 
where children lo years and older 

learn to cook and bake. 

After school cooking classes, 
Individual Saturday morning boot camps, 

4 and 5- day culinary camps, 
Private lessons and parties. 

Bfinds pn-5a?e-Fun! 
For more information 
Call Apron Strings: 

Call: (415) 550-7976 • FAX: (415) 648-6384 

% 
Law Offices of Adams & Romer 

Call Susan Romer, Ph.D, Attorney at Law 

Noe Valley Location 

415-392-3678 

Open Adoption 
1-800-U-ADOPT-US 

Pregnant? 
You choose the parents for your child. 
Help with pregancy related expenses. 

Planning to Adopt? 
Infants & Toddlers 

Step-Parent & Second Parent 
Adoptions 

International Re-adopt 

Family Practice 

Daphne Miller, MD. Board Certified Family Practitioner 

• Personalized medical care for infants, children, teenagers & adults 

• House calls 

• Convenient hours — evenings and Saturdays 
• Balanced use of Western & Natural healing approaches 

H48 Church Street @ Cesar Chavez 

For appointments: (415) 642-0333 
www.drdaphne.com 

Alvarado Elementary School has been 

very fortunate to have had tremendous 

support from Noe Valley merchants 

and residents over the years. 

Also, from the Mission to Diamond 

Heights, the Castro to Glen Park, and 

all over San Francisco, people have gotten 

involved and supported our 

community building and fund-raising 

efforts — and it shows. Thank you all. 

Together we can make a great environment 

for all children that extends 

beyond the schools. 

The Families and Staff of Alvarado School 

JUNE 2^ AUG G™ 
Weeks 1-3 ArfwiUv Bufomg Boxcars 
Dram*, Video, Spods, Cooking 
Ad ind Swimming 
Weeks *H • Building $p*e Rcckefc 
Science,Cooking, Sports, MoWKS, 
Art vd N*kr», Swimming 

)0 pet week trtmW Cor Included 
U~Carefl-^30,Dau?30-300 
denied C«e SOO' <d00 
c is 4 $15 non- tefodolde iepost 
e*di week. 
fclen* WencH, Dded*" f> 8tl 8810 

t OAK tCROOt.tU QiWnortl.iF Tffll 
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Noe Strolls founder Martine Paris and 7-month-old son Max (center) get ready to lead Alison Pence and son Devon. 3'/2 

that will take them from Noe Courts park to the lapsits at the Eureka Valley Library. 
(left), and Susan Lin with 4-month-old Beniamin, on a rolling adventure 

Photo by Pomeh Gertxd 

Noe Strolls: 
Moms and Babies 
With Places to 
Go, People to See 

By Alison Pence 

Got a baby? Got a stroller? Want some 

action? 

Then you should definitely link up 

with Noe Strolls, the new "playgroup on 

wheels” founded by Noe Valley resident 

Martine Paris, or rather by her son. Max, 

who turns 1 in July. 

"When Max was about 4 months old, 

he decided to nap only while in motion," 

Family Adventures 

ARE WE 
THERE 
YET ? 

Close to Home 

Our regular column Are We There 
Yet? Family Adventures Close to 
Home does not appear this month 

because writer Janis Cooke Newman is 

off on a national book tour for her new 

memoir, The Russian Word for Snow— 

A True Story of Adoption. (You can find 

out more about the book, and read an 

excerpt, in our March 2001 edition at 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. If you'd like 

an autographed copy, try Cover to 

Cover Booksellers on 24th Street.) 

Janis will be back to share her latest 

family adventure in the Bay Area, in 

the June issue of the Voice. In the 

meantime, we'd welcome your 

suggestions for future topics. Write to 

the Noe Valley Voice, 1021 Sanchez 

Street, San Francisco, CA 94131. Or 

send an e-mail to jaxvoice@aol.com. 

says Paris. ‘1 soon found out that leisurely 

shopping or relaxing at a cafe were out of 

the question for me —Max needed to keep 

moving.” 

Paris also got tired of strolling around 

the neighborhood by herself. “I could see 

there were amillion moms like me in Noe 

Valley who were strolling along the 

streets with their sleeping babies and 

looking for company.” 

So last fall, she decided to organize 

regular “walks” for moms (and of course 

dads and nannies, too) and their babies — 

to the parks, the beach, the zoo, and to 

museums to soak up the latest art exhibit. 

“1 put up a flyer at Natural Resources. 

Small Frys, and the other kids’ places in 

the neighborhood, announcing a 

marathon stroll to the Museum of Mod¬ 

em Art called ‘Mama Goes MOMA.’ At 

first, 1 was afraid no one would come, so 

I brought my husband [Andrew Klinman| 

with me. B ut a bunch of moms and babies 

showed up, and we had a terrific time .” 

Since then, the group has established 

the first Tuesday of the month at 1 p m. 

as their regular date for a special stroll. 

(The first Tuesday is a free day at most 

museums, and docent tours usually start 

at 1p m.) Among their outings have been 

visits to the Japanese Tea Garden, the Le¬ 

gion of Honor, the Crissy Field Restora¬ 

tion Project, and the Arboretum in 

Golden Gate Park. 

‘That one was so much fun," said Paris 

“We saw a giant asparagus from Mars. 

The moms and babies loved iL” 

She says the trips to the museums have 

been particularly successful “because you 

can go on and off [the tour[ and catch up 

later. It you have to change a diaper or 

nurse your baby, you can go somew here 

to do it and you can find everyone again 

in the next gallery.” 

Nowadays, Noe Strolls has about 30 

members, w ho keep in touch via coastant 

e-mailing. But, Paris points out. usually 

only about lour or five mom-and-baby 

pairs are on a w alk at any given time Hie 

rolling adventures are geared for kids in 

the 0 to 3 age bracket, "loddlcrs, unless 

they re in a stroller, can have trouble 

keeping up," she says 

Susan Lin, who strolls with son Ben¬ 

jamin, says she enjoys the walks because 

“they are great exercise, and involve vis 

its to parts of the city that are easy to for 

get about once parenthood takes over 

You also get to meet new people from the 

neighborhood each time you go " 

A big part of Noe Strolls is iLs rapidly 

expanding web site: www.noestrolls.com. 

ITie site, which is frequently updated by 

Paris, offers colorful descriptions of the 

First Tuesday walks, reviews of past 

walks, “Baby About Town” activities 

around the city, a schedule of library lap¬ 

sits and events at local parks and rec cen¬ 

ters, tips on lullabies and music CDs for 

babies, and announcements of the group’s 

strolling innovations, such as Fiuiess Fri 

days. (Meet on Friday, May 11, at the 

Beach Chalet at 2 p.m . for a special 

w orkout wi ih .Anna, a group member w ho 

is also a personal trainer.) 

The June 5 “First Tuesday” stroll, by 

the way, w ill be another excursion to the 

Museum of Modem Art, this time to see 

the tech and pop art of Andy Warhol 

The web site is also promoting a lec¬ 

ture senes that Noe Strolls will sponsor 

in May and June at the Commonwealth 

Club of California, located at 595 Market 

Street. (Paris is on the club's lYogram 

Committee and chair ol the group’s Sci¬ 

ence and Technology Section.)The senes 

is called ‘Nurturing Your Child’s Brain.” 

and takes place on Mondays from 2 to 

3:30 p.m. “We ll be listening to experts 

talk about early childhood education and 

how to create a ‘pre-preschool’ env iron¬ 

ment in the home. Ihc lectures are in a 

very large room, and moms can stroll 

around vv bile they're listening, have their 

babies play with the toy s, or lay their ba¬ 

bies on blankets on the floor.”The cost is 

$7 if you mention Noe Strolls 

Pans say s this scries truly captures the 

spint ol Noe Strolls. ‘The whole gist of 

Noe Strolls is dial you can do a lot ol fun 

dungs while caring for your babv, and 

where both you and your baby can have 

tun participating in the ev ent. 

T he only requirement is that you hav e 
a baby!” she laughs 

II you d like to join the group (mem¬ 

bership is free), all you have to do is e- 

mail your first name, and your baby's 

name and age, to noestrollsfa vahoo.com. 

Or you can check out the events at 

www.noestrolls.com. and just show up 

the appointed time, ready to roll. 

Since 1973 

SYNERGY 
SCHOOL 

Grades K-8 

Small Classes 

Challenging Academics 

Multi-Cultural 

Innovative Programs 

Extended Care 

415-567-6177 

www.synergy.pvt.kl 2.ca.us 

1387 Valencia St. at 25th 

□
 

Si
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Children's Day School 
As a community, 

Children's Day School 

strives to be 

compassionate and 

generous, and to 

promote justice and 

respect for all people 

regardless of age, 

gender, race, ethnicity, 

culture, religion, sexual 

orientation, abilities or 

family circumstance. 

Come visit our 

sunny, one-acre 

campus near Mission 

Dolores with its 

farm, garden, and 

large, sheltered play 

space. 

333 Dolores St. 

(btw. 16th & 17th), 

San Francisco, CA 

415-861-5432 

www.cds-sforg 

Grades K-8 and preschool (Middle 

school will be added one year at a time 

beginning September 2003.) 

Ethnically and culturally diverse faculty 

Fully integrated project-based 

curriculum with special emphasis 

on music, art, Spanish, and the 

environment 

Science program augmented by an on¬ 

site farm and organic garden 

Intergenerational program with local 

seniors 

Afterschool program and mid-year 

enrollment available 

Tuition assistance available 

r aaYX 
AA^ \ 

\ 

cOr 
V" 

A/M 
*sAr 
*VA^ 
AA^ 

A/V 

CHILDRENS 

DAY 
SCHOOL 

Iupdpdsp 2001 
The &9D Francisco School 

Summer Program for Children 
Ages 4 years through 8th grade 

Performing Arts 

Visual Arts 

Music 

Keyboarding 

Preschool Program 

Field Trips 

Junior Counselor 

Fun!!!! 

THREE TWO-WEEK SESSIONS 
JUNE 25—AUGUST 3 

For more information, call: 

415-239-5065, ask for Bethany 
300 Gaven Street, San Francisco 94134 

www.sfschool.org 

Time on your hands? 

Need to do something 
worthwhile? 

VOLUNTEER 
at 

Edison School 
in your neighborhood at 

22nd and Dolores 

Call 

415-970-3330 
today! 

Monthly Classes in both 

English & Spanish 

Childbirth Preparation 

Breastfeeding Education 

Early Parenting Skills 

Infant/Child CPR 

St. Luke's Hospital 

MATERNITY 

EDUCATION 

Please call 

415-626-BABY 

for more 

information. 

WAVViFOOTPRINTS, INC. 
SHOES AND STUFF KIDS 

Featuring: 
Elefanten Birkenstock 

Aster Buckle My Shoe Primigi 
And Other Great Brands 

3961 24th Street 415-285-3668 
Open 10-6 Every Day 

Introducing 

ceremoniesandcelebrations.com 

An officiant to perform your ceremony, your way. 

Weddings, Commitments, Re-affirmation of vows, 

Baby Welcomings, House Blessings, Memorial Services 

Irene 2Qme 
Deputy Marriage Commissioner, San Francisco City HaJl 

and Universal Life Church Minister 

Nonsectarian or Inter-faith Service 

Multi-cultural customs honored 

415-821-7369 
fotoview@sirius.com 

Photography by 
Beverly Tharp 
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With Mom (Susan Colen) and Dad (Ken Fowler) as inspiration, Sadie. 9 months, and Nicolas. 
4'/2, may soon grow as tall as the tulips in their planter. The planter has special meaning for 
the family, since it was created by Susan's sister Kathi Colen and her partner Greg Peck as a 
present for Nicolas’ second birthday. Photo by Beverly Tharp 

MORE 
MOUTHS 

TO FEED 
Bv Maire Farrington 

Sadie Kahn Fowler 

Ken Fowler and Susan Colen were 

hardly surprised when the due date for 

their second child, Sadie Kahn Fowler, 

came and went without event. Their first 

child, Nick, had missed his ETA by five 

days. Coincidentally, it was on Nick’s 

fourth birthday, on June 24,2(XX), that Su¬ 

san went into labor with daughter Sadie. 

“I’d been having the Braxton Hicks 

contractions for over a month and false la¬ 

bor two times where we packed the bag 

early,” Susan explains. So when contrac¬ 

tions began at 7 p.m., the couple figured 

there was no rush to get to the hospital. 

“We were pretty sure this was the Big 

Event, but we’d had so many false alarms 

the last few weeks, we still weren’t cer¬ 

tain,” says Ken. 

At 9:30, Susan’s sister, Kathi Colen, 

who was to assist with the birth, arrived 

at the couple’s home on 23rd Street. In 

tow were her fiance, Greg Peck, and Su¬ 

san and Kathi’s mom. Jan Colen. Greg 

and Jan were teaming up to look after Nick. 

When Susan’s water broke, there was 

some debate as to how soon to leave for 

the hospital. With her first pregnancy, de¬ 

livery didn’t occur until another 18 hours 

had passed. Doula (birth coach) Media 

Armana was consulted by phone, and ar¬ 

rived on the scene at half-past midnight. 

“Right after that, I went into transition, 

and I didn’t even consider moving,” Su¬ 

san says. Shortly after 2 a.m., Ken began 

packing the car and Susan started dress¬ 

ing for the trip to the hospital, when she 

was suddenly seized by the urge to push. 

When Media suggested that Ken check 

things out, “I looked and said, ‘What’s 

that?”’ Ken relates. “And the doula said, 

‘That’s the head, call 911!’ That was the 

ultimate moment, I was like, ‘Oh no!”’ 

A few minutes later, Ken ran down to 

meet the fire engine coming around the 

comer. Says Ken, “They pull up and 

somebody says, ‘Having a baby?’ I turn 

around and run up the stairs followed by 

four huge guys in fire pants and sus¬ 

penders—they were like linebackers. And 

we have a small bedroom!” 

Indeed, it was SRO for the new ar¬ 

rivals,. “At that point, Kathi was by the 

bed, by Susan’s head, holding her hand,” 

says Ken. “I was on the other side hold¬ 

ing her other hand, and she was on her 

hands and knees with the doula attending 

to her. Then the ambulance arrives and 

three paramedics come running up — so 

there were seven guys — and then Greg 

comes around and stands in the doorway. 

Counting the baby, we had 14 people 

there at the time she was bom.” 

Thinking that the doula was actually a 

midwife, the emergency medical techni¬ 

cians (EMTs) “totally gave her space,” Su¬ 

san says. “When the head popped out, I 

heard what sounded like a stadium cheer— 

it was so loud. And I was just trying to tune 

everything out and listen to the coach.” 

Sadie made her official entrance at 

2:36 a.m., on June 25, 2000, weighing 7 

pounds, 15 ounces. 

The EMTs gave Ken a pair of scissors 

to cut the cord. “The paramedics were 

amazingly great,” he says. “I have noth¬ 

ing but praise for them.” 

Mom and baby were offered some oxy¬ 

gen, but perhaps the doula could’ve used 

some, too. According to Ken, after Media’s 

work was complete, “She said, ‘Boy, I was 

a little nervous. That was my first catch!’ 

I was so happy she didn't show it. She was 

calm and cool through the whole thing.” 

Because Susan was so focused on her 

work, it wasn't until afterwards when she 

was nursing Sadie that she had a chance 

to take in the scene. "I looked around the 

room, and I was like, ‘Oh my God!”’ 

“She was kind of embarrassed,” Ken 

says. “She turned around like she was 

waving to the throngs.” 

A familiar face was in the crowd. Ear¬ 

lier that month, Susan had chaperoned 

Nick and his nursery school buddies on a 

field trip to the fire department. “And 

here, two weeks later, was the guy who 

had given us the tour—right in my bed¬ 

room!” she says. “I said, ‘Hey. I know 

you!’ And he goes, ‘Good job!"' 

Nick was introduced to his new sister 

just minutes after her arrival. “We had, of 

course, told him that he was going to stay 

with Grandma and we were going to go 

to the hospital,” says Ken. “We'd read 

him books with the same story. Suddenly 

Greg brings him in and we told him, 

‘Your sister came a little early.’ He was 

kind of fascinated and shy.” 

Ken, 45, a senior production designer 

for an interactive advertising agency and 

web consulting firm, and Susan, 38, a 

graphic designer, were introduced by a 

mutual friend in 1989. Each was living in 

San Francisco at the time, but they didn't 

begin dating for another year. They got 

hitched in 1993 and moved the follow ing 

year to their home on 23rd Street. 

Daughter Sadie has blond hair and bright 

blue eyes, and an "active and engaging" 

personality, says Susan, now a full-time 

mom. One of her favorite hangouts is the 

cooperative nursery school Nick attends 

at the Noe Valley Ministry. Baby visits 

one day a week, while Mom works her 

shift. “She loves it there," Susan says. 

“The kids love her. too. She’s like a little 

doll and they push her in the swing." 

Nick doesn’t seem to mind that Sadie's 

birthday falls just one day after his. After 

all, brother and sister get along like two 

peas in a pod. 

“We were prepared for overt sibling ri¬ 

valry issues, but very little has come up," 

says Ken. “She was sleeping in between 

us one time and Nick got upset and said, 

‘That was my best spot!' But he makes 

her laugh and vice versa. She lights up 

when he comes into the room." 

"Sometimes when I laugh she laughs, 

and sometimes when I smile she smiles,” 

Nick confirms. 

Sadie also exhibits a very determined 

side, says Dad. "There can be 20 things 

nearby, and the thing that you don't want 

her to play w ith is what she goes for. I will 

move my paper or cup of coffee out of the 

way. and she gets a little fussy and starts 

reaching for it.” 

"The thing that she most likes to reach 

for is hair, noses, and ears." says Mom. In 

fact, baby 's fondness for faces has earned 

her the nickname of Sadie Slam-Hands. 

“It started with the mouth." Susan says. 

“She was playing with my teeth and my 

gums when she nursed. And my father, 

who's a dentist, said. 'Maybe she’s inter¬ 

ested in teeth,' but now it’s moved on." 

“If you close your mouth as tight as you 

can. she tries to force her finger betw een 

your lips," Ken says. “And if she gives up 

on that, she'll jam her finger in your ear 

and then pull your hair. I got my hair cut 

pretty short, so she doesn't have much to 

grab anymore." 

If Sadie should choose to pursue a ca¬ 

reer as an ear, nose, and throat specialist, 

“she'll have to leam a little technique 

first." Ken quips. 

Sadie has done her share of cross¬ 

country flying, making the rounds to meet 

the relatives in Florida. New York. Nash¬ 

ville. Montana, and Seattle. 

On the home front, she likes hanging 

out in the living room, where she may 

play with her toys or serve as a stand-in 

for one of the characters in brother N ick's 

make-pretend games. 

Her best role is as a sweet baby sister. 

“When my dad first met Nick, he was six 

months old,” says Ken. “He said, ‘You 

probably should stop now. because you’ll 

never have another kid who's as sweet- 

natured as this one.’ Well, we got one. 

She’s just so sweet. We lucked out." □ 

More Mouths to Feed wants to 

show off your newest family member If 

you have welcomed a new baby into the 

house, or adopted a teenager, please send 

your announcement to the Noe Valles 

Voice. More Mouths to Feed. 1021 

Sanchez St., San Francisco. CA 94114. 

Or e-mail us at jax\ oice(a aol.com. We'd 

also appreciate a phone number, so we 

can arrange for the family portrait. □ 

Lawrence Lauterborn 
Photography 

Phone: (415) 641-7070 

Fax: (415) 431-5670 

e-mail: llauter@sirius.com 

Portraits, 
Now and Forever. 
_J 

Katherine 
Michiels 
School Lie.#380-50-4523 

A ivell balanced program of academic education, 
creative shared play, and structured activities - an 

active school experience for growing children. 

AGES 3 MONTHS to 5 YEARS & Elementary 

Infants - Preschool - Pre-K • Kindergarten - First through 5th Grade 
Daycare 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. • Evening Care 2:00 p.m. to Midnight 

(415) 821-1434 
Katherine Michiels • 1335 Guerrero • San Francisco, CA 94110 
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Summer Day Camp 

ADDA CLEVENGER 
Junior Preparatory and Theater School for Children 

presents 

CREATIVE SUMMER 
2001 

for Girls and Boys 

Grades 1-6 

July 30 - August 10 

• Daily Outings 

• Dance 

• Music (vocal) 

• Sports (including gymnastics) 

• Visual Arts 

• Drama 

Class Demonstrations on Friday, August 10 

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Extended Care is available 

180 Fair Oaks 
In Noe Valley, one block east of Dolores & 23rd Streets 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION, CALL 

(415) 824-2240 
urww.addaclevenger. org 

\___J 

4066 24th Street in the Heart of Noe Valley. (415) 648-3954 

Children’s sizes 0 to 7 (girls dresses to 14). Open every day. 

DEBRA 

KINS 

SCHOOL 

An enriching school program for children from ages 20 months to 5 years 

Serving Noe Valley since 1990. 

Located at 26th and Church Streets 
(415) 641-1950 

Summer Stock, 2001 
Musical Theater Day Camp 

For Children Grades K-8 
Three Week Sessions $480 

Extended Care $175 
In San Francisco 

June 18 - July 6 • July 9-27 • July 16 - August 3 

415-753-3737 www.kidstockinc.org Now in our Ninth year! 

Kid Stock, Inc. 

Join our quality 

after-school child care program. 
West Portal C.A.R.E., Inc. has openings for teachers who want to work 

with elementary school children, especially grades K - 2. 

Call Alvarado After School 

285-7756 or fax 285-1152 

Or contact West Portal C.A.R.E. 
Phone 415-242-8644 - Fax 415-242-8643 or e-mail wpc@sirius.com 

to get more information and an application. 

• Great learning experiences while having fun! 

• Great part-time schedules! 
• Great opportunity for students majoring in recreation, 

education, and the arts. 

^oe’s Nest 

The Essence of San Francisco 

at its Very Best 

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

Quiet Elegance: Hot Tub; Steam Room 

Views; Decks; TV & VCR. 

Comfort & Complimentary Breakfast. 

Children & Parents Warmly Welcome. 

Noe’s Nest - 

Truly a San Francisco Experience. 

Call 415-821-0751 

KATHI O’LEARY 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
SAN FRANCISCO 

CHILDREN * ADULTS * EVENTS ' 

4 1 5-552-0905 

y mca Summer Day Camp 
YMCA Summer Day Camp is a place for your kids to discover 

yMCA Day Camp offers: 
• Weekly day camps starting June 11 through August 24 

• Nurturing supportive environment for children K-5 

• Swimming, sports, arts, cooking, and much, much more 

• Three elementary school locations: 

ci Cesar Chavez Paul Revere Sunnyside 
825 Shotwell 555 Tompkins 250 Foerster 

Please contact: 

YCAMP 
\Mr luAJ k»k stung i 

yMCA 
4080 Mission Street 

San Francisco. CA 94112 
(415) 586-6900 

Se hah! a Espa noI 
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BOOKS in ourBRANCH 
This month’s new books list, provided by librarians Roberta Greifer, Lea Rude, and Carol 

Small, features the latest by Margaret Drabble and Joyce Carol Oates, real-life psychedelic 
adventures, and an introduction to Nate, the Great San Francisco Detective. To check out a book's 
availability, call 695-5095, or visit the Noe Valley-Sally Brunn Library at 451 Jersey Street, just 
off Castro Street. Besides books, the branch offers magazines, CDs, videos, an outside deck, 

computers with Internet access, and the archives and index to the Noe Valley Voice Hours arc 
Tuesdays, 10 to 9; Wednesdays, I to 9; Thursdays, 10 to 6; Fridays, I to 6; and Saturdays, 10 to 6. 

Adult Fiction 
<i How It All Started, the first novel by 
award-winning short-story author Pete 
Fromm, is the tale of a deeply connected 
brother and sister struggling with manic- 
depression in the stark Texas desert. 

$ Intrigued by the topic of genetic inheritance. 
Faro returns to the small English town of her 
ancestors and confronts questions of family, 
tradition, and history, in The Peppered Moth, 

the new novel by Margaret Drabble. 

9' Faithless: Tales of Transgression are 
short stories that examine the most private 
psyches of ordinary men and women, by the 
celebrated and prolific Joyce Carol Oates. 

Inspired by the lives of Lee Krasner and 
Jackson Pollock, Modern Art, a novel by 
Evelyn Toynton, explores the life of the 
widow of a successful avant-garde artist and 
her struggle to protect his memory while cre¬ 
ating her own artwork. 

Adult Nonfiction 
<i- Novelist and essayist Jonathan Rosen 
compares the associative logic and vastness 
of the Talmud and the Internet, and explores 
ancient religion and modem technology in 
The Talmud and the Internet: A Journey 

Between Worlds. 

9' In Tripping: An Anthology of True-Life 

Psychedelic Adventures, Charles Hayes has 
collected a broad range of stories from peo¬ 
ple of all walks of life, offering firsthand 
accounts of the psychedelic experience. 

<>' In Healing Dreams: Exploring the 

Dreams That Can Transform Your Life, 

Mark Ian Barasch reveals a multilayered 
method of exploring dreams that may help 
clarify one’s goals. 

§ In his richly illustrated book Renaissance, 

art critic Andrew Graham-Dixon challenges 
a number of misconceptions about one of the 
most exciting periods in art history,. 

Annotations by Lea Rude 
Librarian. Noe Valley Branch 

Children’s Fiction 
V Using charcoal sketches with occasional 
added highlights of red, Ian Falconer gives 
us a vivid portrait of an energetic and creative 
porcine protagonist in Olivia. Ages 3 to 6 

<t The words of Sandra L. Pinkney and the 
photographs of Myles C. Pinkney comple¬ 
ment each other to show the range of beauty 
in the skin, hair, and eyes of African-Ameri¬ 
can children in Shades of Black: A Celebra¬ 

tion of Our Children. Ages 3 to 7. 

V In Moses Goes to School by Isaac Mill- 
man, a young boy in a school for deaf chil¬ 
dren has a happy reunion with his friends 
after the summer break, leams more about 
using American Sign Language, and enjoys 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame.” Ages 4 to 7. 

9’ After several requests—for a drink of 
water, for a story, for a song, for kisses—the 
young dragons at long last get all the nurtur¬ 
ing they need in Good Night, Good Knight, 

by Shelley Moore Thomas. Ages 4 to 7. 

V Helping his cousin Olivia Sharp, a capable 
and conscientious boy detective finds a lost 
book, “so the world doesn’t come to an end,” 
in Nate the Great San Francisco Detective, 

by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat and Mitchell 
Sharmat. Ages 5 to 7. 

<{■ Having felt for a while that his “show- 
and-tell” ideas were not as good as those of 
some of the other students, a second-grader 
comes up with a terrific project in Gus and 

Grandpa and Show-and-Tell, by Claudia 
Mills. Ages 5 to 7. 

In Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gantos, 
a boy with ADHD leams a lot about his father, 
struggles with the return of “that old Joey,” 
and emerges triumphant. Ages 10 and up. 

$ In A Year Down Yonder, the most recent 
winner of the Newbery Award, Richard Peck 
shows how 15-year-old Mary Alice comes to 
appreciate her unusual, clever, and very kind 
grandmother. Ages 10 and up. 

Annotations by Carol Small 
Children's Librarian. Noe Valley Branch 

WHAT S UP AT THE LIBRARY 
All events take place at the Noe Valley - Sally Brunn Library, 451 Jersey Street ♦ 695-5095 

Puppet Shows for Preschoolers 
Norita Gonzales of Mascaritas Puppet 

Theater performs two puppet shows for 
preschoolers. The Hungry Wolf and The Self¬ 

ish Giant, on Tuesday, May 29, at 11 a.m. 

Preschool Story Time 
V Children ages 3 to 5 will hear delightful 
tales at the library’s preschool story time, 

10 a.m., Tuesdays, May 1,8, and 22. 

Films 
9:> Preschoolers 3 to 5 can watch films, 

including Corduroy, Elephants, and Red Ball 

Express at 10 and 11 a.m. on Tuesday, May 15. 

Wednesday Lapsits 
9’ Come and enjoy stories, songs, and fin- 
gerplay with your baby or toddler at the 
library lapsits, on Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 
23, and 30 at 7 p.m. 

Bringing #1 
service to you 
In an annual survey conducted by Registered Representative 

magazine, investment representatives from the nation's eight 

largest brokerages graded the product, quality, service and 

support of their firms. 

For 2000, Edward Jones was proud to have received the 

highest overall rating for the eighth consecutive year. With an 

office right here in Noe Valley, we're just as proud to bring our 

personal service to you. 
Call or stop by today. 

Kathleen Zucchi 
816 Diamond St. at 24th • Noe Valley 
415-282-4079 
www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC 

Edwardjones 
Serving Individual Inve*tor* Since 1871 

Help Plan New Services and Features 
For the Branch Libraries 

Community discussions will be held at the following branches: 

Excelsior Branch 

Marina Branch 

Richmond Branch 

Bayview/Anna E. Waden Branch 

Parkside Branch 

Eureka Valley/Harvey Milk Branch 

All meetings will be held at 7:00 pm 

For more information, please call 415 557-4353 

m 
San Francisco Public Library 

May 21 

May 22 

May 24 

May 30 

May 31 

June 4 

PUBLIC EDUCATION WORKS WHEN YOU DO YOUR PART 

2"° Annual Ceneral Meeting 

Saturday, May IS019 30AM - 3 00PM 

www parents4poblicschools.com 

Everett Middle schodi - 
450 Church Street (@ 16” 

Please register t»v calling PPS-SF at 
(4151 642-6260 by May 15®' 

Lunch 4 childcare (art by SCRAP) provided for 
those who register by deadline 

translation on site 

Superintendent Ackerman presents her 
vision for parent involvement at 2 30PM 

PPS is a national organization of grassroots chapters dedicated to recruiting 
students, involving parents and improving public schools 

www parents4publicschools com 415 642 6260 
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Neighborhood Services 

T he rapeu+ic yMassacje 

C—ai-ln Pe /Martino O.A4.T. 

SSflatsu 

Swedish 

"Thai 

y\ quiet /Nh-ie Valley office 

please call 309-9740 

perkOlate 
WEB SERVICES 

8 
V 

WEB DESIGN • GRAPHIC DESIGN 
MARKETING • DATABASE DESIGN 
FLASH • FREE CONSULTATION 

www.perkolate.com 

michael@perkolate.com 

(415) 282-8022 

One on one in-home fitness 
instruction and massage: 

• Free-weight strength training. 
• Cardiovascular improvement. 

• Weight gain or loss. 
• Nutrition information. 

• Massage available upon request. 
• Very reasonable rates. 

If interested, please e-mail me at 
cgrandi@pacbell.net 

Phone 415.282.7255 

Chinese Medicine Works; 
&L~.. 

Acupuncture Clinic & 
Chinese Herbal Pharmacy 

1201 Noe Street (at 25th) • 415 285.0931 

Convenient concentrated liquid extracts, tablets, 

teas, bulk herbs, nutritional supplements 

Acupuncture by appointment 

Ancient Remedies for Modem Ailments 

W VALUE 
VACATION 
Formerly Ort Cheap Travel 

Full Service Travel Agents Serving 
Bay Area Travelers for 20 Years 

415.824.2550 
3901 23rd St., San Francisco 

www.valuevacation.com 

Gotmse/uta 

cC’ 3/?sy < '/to t/tc/ur/)// 

x Associates 

San Francisco & Marin 

California ucense M6748 

Mf.mbfr, CAMFT, NAFL (clinical) 

(415) 383-2120 
J. Juan Alcedo, M. A., Ph D. 

Clinical Director 

ONE DAY ONLY! COMPOST BIN SALE! 
Reduce your garbage costs. Fun for the whole family. 

Saturday May 5,2001 — 9:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m.Rain or Shine 

WRIGGLY WRANCH Worm Bin NOME COMPOSTER Backyard Composter 

25’ H x 16* Will'D 32" tall x 32” dlamatar 

LOCATION: 

■ Pier 98-lndia Basin Hume', Point) 
■ Check, cash, or VISA/Mastercard 

* Offer for San Frandsco residents with valid ID 

* Only two bins per household ip^nou, buy*,, included) 

QUESTIONS? Call 415-285-7585 

j 

This event is accessible to persons with disabilities. 

Sponsored by the San frandsco Solid Waste Management Program. Coordinated by the San Frandsco League of Urban Gardeners. 

Louisa Stone, lcsw 
• LCSl7334 • 

Supportive, Interactive 

Psychotherapy in Noe Valley 

Relationships, Depression, Life Purpose 

Caring for Self. Caring for Others 

REASONABLE RATES 

(415)505-0564 

Linda G. Rose, lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving towards emotional, physical 
mental and spiritual well-being 

415 - 643 - 3996 
SAN FRANCISCO • NOE VALLEY OFFICE 

BCD, ADTR • LCS 15026 

progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design for interior 
and exterior 
renovation, addition 
and restoration; 
small-scale 
residential projects 
welcomed. 

Lanny K. Fielder 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Over 20 years experience 
in San Francisco 

Tel: (415) 703-0834 

Dolores Street 

Baptist Church 
A welcoming and affirming church 
in the Anabaptist tradition 

1268 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, California 94114 

(415) 826-2641 
www.dsbchurch.org 

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m. 

ONSITE COMPUTER 
SOLUTIONS 

Business & Home OmcE Speciaust 

• Set-Up & Training • Problem Solving 
• PC & Macintosh • Networks/internet 

“Computers should solve problems, 
not create new ones!” 

Duncan V. Fraser 

V 415.824.0323 

E® OnSiteSF@aol.com 

chuck anthony 
design 

415 863 -8426 

Quit Smoking in One Session 

Dr. Jonathon D. Gray • Hypnosis 

San Francisco • 563-2333 

Addictions • Stress Reduction 

Pain Control • Weight Control 

Phobias • Optimum Performance 

Victorian 
Garden 
Bed & Breakfast • Noe Valley 

26tll Street (between Sanchez Id Noe) 

Suite with kitchen— 
Private entrance and bathroom 

415 206-0202 

WEB DESIGN 

Handshake, Ltd. 
415*643*1800 

maii9hand-shake.c0m 
www.hand-shake.com 

THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE 

• 

><$ REIKI 

Swedish • Shiatsu • Deep Tissue 

MAGNETICS & NUTRITIONALS 

Jarney Jacobus, CMT 

824-2765 Member AMTA 

c<*xe 
_ Tr, S***’' 

N*1 

3915 A - 24th St. 
In the Noe Valley Mall 
(between Sanchez & Noe) 

Tel: (415) 643-5592 
ills • Waxing • Facials • Eyelashes « Tints 

. - Sat. 9 AM - 7 PM • Sun. - 9:30 AM - 7 PM 

ROGER R. RUBIN 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

(415) 441 1112 

Law Chambers 

1155 Pine Street 
San Francisco 94109 

iCastro Computer Servicesl 
SALES, SERVICE, AND NETWORKING 

In Shop: 826-6678 
Direct: 760-6677 

OaKmmm ^ # A 
On and Off-Site Service 

Free Consultations 

1236 Castro, near 24th Street 

PROBLEMS 
WITH FOOD? 
UNCOMFORTABLE WITH YOUR BODY? 
WHY NOT TALK TO SOMEONE WHO REALLY UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced Eating Disorders Therapist 
Evening appointments available 

Some insurance accepted 

Diana Murphy MFCC (MFC 32704) 
(415)681-1767 

Discover the benefits of 

Massage & Acupressure 
• Relaxation 

• Pain Relief 

• Emotional Balancing 

• Stress Management 

• Chronic Problems Addressed 

STEVE VACCARO CMT 
821-2985 

PROVIDING HEALING BODYWORK SINCE 1991 

McDonnell 

Heaver 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

4091 24th Street 

NOE VALLEY 

(415) 641-0700 

Jody Reiss, LCSW 

Psychotherapy 
Life Transition, Mood Disorder 

Grief and Loss, HIV/AIDS 

Substance Use, Dot-Com Angst 

415/401-9482 
LCS 15289 

Distribution 
Assistant wanted 
The Noe Valley Voice has an opening for 

an individual who can pick up and place 

our paper at select locations. Call & leave 

your phone number at 821-3324 or e- 

mail jaxvoice@aol.com. 
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Neighborhood Services 

Buckner CAPRICORN CONSTRUCTION 

Painting Co. License #712483 

Gavin Buckner Owner/Operator ♦ REMODELS/NEW 

Interior - Exterior 
Commercial - Residential 

tiY *mCHCNS/BATHS 
VI ♦ DOORS S WINDOWS 

References Available 
AM ♦ SEISMIC RETROFITS 

♦ DECKS/TENCES/STAIRS 

415-584-0244 Hh * dry rot s termite 

Pager 923-8001 
DAMAGE 

Lie. * 738848 Phone: 415-970-0214 

Special Effects 
in Painting Yocl's 

Hauling 
• Yard & Garage Clean-Up 

• Dump Runs 

• Honest & Very Responsible 

Interior painting, murals, 
faux finishes and 
color consultation. 

Orit Yanai 

t_v 4-5-826-4370 

1 tIT c 4’5'264'5577 (415)282-2023 
® ' * CA Lic. #743772 Pager: 202-6572 

TUGGEY'S 
Hardware for the handyperson 
Denny Giovannoli 

Open M-F - 8:30-6:00 
Sat.- 9-5 
Sun. - 11-3 

3885 24th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

415.282.5081 

QUALITY CLEANING 
& HAULING 

Garage, Basement & 
Backyard Services 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 
Interior • Exterior 

Serving Noe Valley since 1985 

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
Lie. #526359 

(415) 675-0464 

Michael K. O'Donnell 
Ph. (415) 647-6868 

License #706599 | License #706599 

0.31 UOaSt 850 So. Van Ness Ave- 
San Francisco 

^Waterproofing 

• Below grade waterproofing. 
’ Exterior deck coatings (new & existing). 

• Basement & leak repairs. 
• Concrete crack repairs. 

Over 14 Years Experience 

JOSEF NORRIS 

PAINTING 
INTERIORS • FAUX FINISHES 

PLASTER RESTORATION 
VERY REASONABLE RATES 

Call for a Free Estimate! 

(415) 337-8474 
e-mail: josef@josefnorris.com 

Some services advertised 

in the Noe Valley Voice may 

be performed by individuals 

and companies not licensed 

by the State of California. 

The Voice is not responsible 

for the services of these 

individuals and companies. 

Bill McLaughlin lic. no 4444768 

Home Improvement 
• Stairs • Decks • Windows 

Owner Run & Operated. 

Personalized and Quality Work 
for over 30 yearsI 

References available 

415.730.7957 

PEACHES 
PAINTING 
Add color to your life 

Service with care at rates that are (air 

2 5 % o f f with ad 
Call 641-9434 

Lie 618693 

North 
Cal 

Roofing 
Quality Work Si net 1981 

John Bailey 
415 333-3701 

All Types 
Free Estimates 

CA License #7571M 

Kodiak Hauling 
Yard Clearing ❖ Moving 

Delivery ❖ Debris Removal 
Fast, Friendly Service 

Free Estimates 
Always Negotiable 

linn wa.. 

n.UMBIMT. SIMCSi 

Bright Winn 

1631 Yosemite Ave 
Safono^M* FUrtUifi-iM 
UCflWH ucttia 

(415)671-1500 

Lesser’s 
since 1936 

(415) 282-0202 
lax 415-282-9754 

• Mirrors 
• Windows & Doors - Aluminum - Vinyl - Wooo 

• Glass 

• Shower/Tub Enclosures 
• Picture Frames • Closet Doors • Glass Blocks 

Contractor s License 339735 

898 South Van Ness at 20th St. 
Free Perking it 20th Street 

E A Electric 
Electrical Contracting Services 

Lighting Consultation Available 
Lie. #593027 

(415) 585-0432*902-4046 
E A Electric is an active supporter of 

Bay Area Non-Violent Communication 

See www.azteca.net/-baynvc 

murals, faux finishes, hand-painted 

borders &C window treatments, 

wall textures, ceiling illusions, 

marble & wood graining 

many ideas, reasonable rata, portfolio available 

10 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

Let’s Paint! 

Andrea Coish • 415.331.6320 

Qardens 
Design, Rerumatum and 

Gardening 

Sensitise approach to 

creating and cartng for 

your special retreat space 

E nvrronmenudh 

appropriate planting* and 

organic garden methods 

he N9IXB 

Call Michele Schaal 

(415) 282-1612 

BLOOM PAINTING 
(415) 584-1182 

Cell (415) 987-4365 

Lone Star Plumbing 
COPPER PIPING • WATER HEATERS 

C00E.W0RK • FIRE SPRINKLERS 
Victorian Remodeling Specialists 

Condo Conversion Compliance 

SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 
Noe Valley location since 1977 

Eddie’s Painting Co. 

(415) 406-6141 

Fully Insured & Bonded 

• Interior / Exterior Pits 

• Victorian Specialists 

• Plaster Repair Experts 

• Lead Certified 

See us at eddiespainting.com 
Lac. *7)2759 

ARTiSAN/HANDiMAN 
RAPID • RELIABLE • REASONABLE 

VICTORIANS • HOUSECALLS 

SEAMLESS REPAIRS & RETROFITS 

WALLS • DOORS • WINDOWS • FLOORS 

PLASTER • PAINT PREP • SHEETROCK 

415-786-4534 
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BENDIX BRAKE SERVICE-PADS & SHOES 
INCLUDES: 

•FREEBRAKE INSPECTION 
• FREE SAFETY CHECK 
• Apply special 

anti-squeak treatment 
on pads 

• Repack wheel bearing 

with high temp grease 
• Adjust parking brake 
• Refill system with DOT 

3 brake fluid 
• Install new Bendix 

quality pad or heavy 
duty shoes 

> Inspect master v 
cylinder, wheel 
cylinder, hoses and 'J. 
caliper 

* Brake performance a 
road test 

• Deglaze drums or rotor 

Pads & Shoes Nv 
GUARANTEED FOR UFE! 

FROM 

13595' 

Turn Drums & Rotors & Metallic Pads Extra 
V'f. 

FRONT OR REAR 

CLUTCH SPECIAL 
Front wtw«r Drtvo Included 

New Factory Parts for Imports A Domestics (not rebuilt) 
FREE Lifetime Service Adjustments 

GUARANTEED 
3 yr, 30,000 mi. on Parts 1 yr, 12,000 mL on Labor 

Start From 

95* 

Pressure plate 
Clulch disc 
Thro* out bearing 
Wot bearing t 
Deglaze flywheel 

• Inspect Slubncate cover 
• Ch«k hydraukc system 
• Check Irani axle & dnve shall 
•Adjust linkage or cable 
• Check transmission fluid level 

^^L^JraiOTSSon^ne _ 

IsFXS 
Certm modeb Cal tor you quo* 

NV 

TIMING BELT 
Hidden behind a cover you can't see your timing belt N you have 60,000 miles 
or more on your original timing belt, you're driving on borrowed time, If your 
timing belt breaks, it may cause costly engine damage. start From 
Includes: 

• We will install a new 
bmmg belt 

• Inspect front Oil Seals 
• Inspect Fan Belts 
• Check Ignition Timing 
• Cars & Light Trucks 

6.8 cylinders. 
Power Steenng, 
Air Conditioning 

cost extra 
Cataxi mode* 

CaHorvour ■ 1129 95’ 

NV 

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
3,000 MILE SERVICE NV 

s15 95 

LUBE, OIL & FILTER 
• Dram Oil & Refill Up To 5 Qts of 

Penzoil or Kendall (10-30 Wt) 

• Install New Purolator Oil Filter 

LUBE CHASSIS 

• Check Fluids as Needed • Transmis¬ 

sion. Cooling System. Anti-Freeze 

& Windshield Washer. Battery Water. 

Brake Fluids • Check Air Filter. Belts & 

Hoses • Rotate Tires Upon Request 

• Safety Check 

Mo*a«4ljghUruds WanttJspasjMeenduded 

15,000 45,000 75,000 105,000 NV 

S9995** 
NV 

Fuel lot. valve adj 
extra it raqtxred 

Care & 
light Bucks 

most a-cyt cars. II trucks 
Install New Bosch Nippondenso Spa* Plugs • Install New Air 

Filter • Install New Fuel Filter • Install PCV Vakie* • Install New 

Cranckcase Filter* • Install New OH Fitter • Change Oil Up to 5. 

Qts of Penzoil or Kendall • Check & Top Oh Hunts as Need 

ed • Transmission, Trans Axle. Clutch Hydraulic. Differ¬ 

ential. Power Steering. Cooling System Anti-Freeze, Battery. 

Brake Fluids • Set Carburetor Idle if Required • Adjus! Dm* 

Belts Tension if Required • Adjust Steering Gear Box it 

Required • Inspect Drive-Fan Belts & Hoses • Inspect & 

Adiust Brakes* • Inspect Steenng & Suspension • Inspect 

Exhaust System • Inspect Under Carnage • Check & Adjust 

Clutch Free Play* • Check Charging System • Check Starting 

System • Rotate Tires Upon Request* • Check Tire Pressure 

Check Lights-Road Test 

••frc# ludvwdor (**Mn|fcQS AU o&i Sew maids -Kjore vat* xrx** ser-« a extracaS 

FAST QUALITY SERVICE AT LOW, LOW PRICES! 
New State of the Art Equipment < 16 Lifts for Fast Service • We'll Beat Any Competitor's Written Price! 

DISCOUNT 
BRAKE & CLUTCH 

“ Best Brake A Clutch in Town Since 1982” 

431-3700 
740 VALENCIA ST. (Between 18Th & 19th. Near BART A MUNI) 

Mon.-fri 7:30am-7:30pm • Sat. 8am-7pm 

S3 
O 

‘We do nol pay our service writers or auto technicians commrssrons Otter additional parts or labor may be needed to complete repair properly 
Cost may be substantial We perform the highest quality serves al the lowesi possible pnee Musi presenl each coupon when service 

order is whiten. NO EXCEPTIONS1 These coupons may not be combined w«i any ol our other otters 

The first.... ZIPPY ANNUAL!! 

From FAWTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 

7563 Lake Gty Ray 

Seattle WA 98115 

www.fantagraphKS.com 

Hundreds of NEW, uncollected daily Z1PPYSI 

% FULL-COLOR NEW Sunday ZIPPYS! 

Also: 

$1t.t5 
160 Pages 

• The Pindex (a Glossary) 

• Lots of Diners & Doggies! 

ISBN: 1-56097-351-X 

•Nuanced, full of pop-cultural references, non sequittas 

and social satire, a real comic for grown-ups!" 

- Tin Baltimore Sea 

MORE GROUPS TO JOIN 
Advocates for I’pper Noe Rec Center 
Contact: Greg Claris, 719-8828 
Mailing Address: Call Greg Clark for info. 
Meetings: First Tuesday of month, in the 
auditorium at Upper Noe Rec Center, Day & 
Sanchez. 7 p.m. 

Castro Area Planning + Action 
Contact: Linton Stables, 541-0344, ext. 230; 
capa@home4us.org 

Meetings: Second Thursday of month. 
Eureka Valley Recreation Center. 100 
Collingwood St., 7:30 p.m. 

Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Mike Moberg. 647-1330 
Mailing Address: First Church of God. 3728 
Cesar Chavez St., San Francisco, CA 94110 
Meetings: Call for details. 

Diamond Heights Community Association 
Contact: Betsy Eddy, 239-5776 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 31529, San 
Francisco. C A 94131 
Meetings: First Thursday of mortth, 7:30 
p.m. Call for location. 

Dolores Heights Improvement Club 
Contact: Amy Powell, 647-4228 
Mailing Address; 3732 21st St., San 
Francisco, CA 94114 
Meetings: Bimonthly board meetings; 
membership meetings semi-annually. Call 
for details. 

Duncan Newburg Association (DNA) 
Contact: Keith Eickman, 282-8988; Evelyn 
Martin, 826-6734; Deanna Mooney, 821-4045 
Mailing Address: 560 Duncan St., San 
Francisco, CA 94131 
Meetings: Held periodically. Call for details. 

East & West of Castro Street 
Improvement Club 
Contact: Paul Kantus, 647-3753 
Mailing Address: 492 Douglass St., San 
Francisco, CA 94114 
Meetings: First Wednesday of month, Noe 
Valley Library, 451 Jersey St., 7:30 p.m. 
Call for summer holiday schedule. 

Eureka Valley Promotion Association 
Contact: Lion Barnett, 255-3624 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14137, San 
Francisco, CA 94114 
Meetings: Third Thursday of every month 
(except December), Eureka Valley Recrea¬ 
tion Center, 100 Collingwood St., 7:30 p.m. 

Fair Oaks Neighbors 
Contact: Pam Coxson, 648-4977 
Mailing Address: 25 Fair Oaks St., San 
Francisco, CA 94110 
Meetings: Call for details. The annual Fair 
Oaks Street Fair is always held the day 
before Mother’s Day. 

Friends of Glen Canyon Park 
Contact: Richard Craib, 648-0862 
Mailing Address: 140 Turquoise Way, San 
Francisco, CA 94131 
Meetings: Call for details. 

Friends of Noe Valley 
Contact: Dave Monks, 821 -4087 
Mailing Address: 167 Valley St., 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
Meetings: Second Thursday of month. Noe 
Valley Library, 451 Jersey St., 7:30 p.m. 

La Leche League of San Francisco 
Contact: Jennifer, 386-7576; Abi, 282-1937 
Meetings: First Tuesday of month, Bemal 
Heights Library (downstairs), Cortland & 
Moultrie, 11 a.m. 

Liberty Hill Neighborhood Association 
Contact: John Barbey, 695-0990 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 192114, San 
Francisco, CA 94119 
Meetings: General meetings quarterly. Call 
for details. 

Noe Courts Coalition 
Contact: Dr. Tom Mills, secretary. 
Voicemail: 675-0110; nichapin@aol.com 
Mailing Address: Noe Courts Coalition, P.O. 
Box 460520, San Francisco, CA 94146 
Meetings: Irregular. Call for information. 

Noe Valley Democratic Club 
Contact: lan Selden. 821-4194 
Mailing Address: 821 Diamond St. #3, 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
Meetings: Third Wednesday of month, 7:30 
p.m. Call for location. 

Noe Valley Merchants and Professionals 
Association 
Contact: Robert Roddick, 641-8692 
Mailing Address: Robert T. Roddick, 
Noe Valley Law Offices, P.O. Box 460574, 
San Francisco, CA 94114-6003 
Meetings: Last Wednesday of month, Bank 
of America, 24th & Castro, 9 a.m. 

Outer Noe Valley Merchants 
Contact: Jim Appenrodt, 641-1500 
Mailing Address: 294 29th St., San 
Francisco, CA 94131 
Meetings: Call for details. 

Upper Noe Neighbors 
Contact: Vicki Rosen, 285-0473 
Mailing Address: 169 Valley St., San 
Francisco, CA94131 
Meetings: Last Thursday of month, Upper 
Noe Rec Center, Day & Sanchez, 7:30 p.m. 

HERTH 
Serving Our 

Community since 
1965 

555 Castro Street 861-5200 
www.herth.com 
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Introducing: 

Noe Valley’s Own 

Graphic Advice 

Columnist: 

Ask Aunt Violet 
Caryn Leschen, the creator of 

Aunt Violet, is a print and web 

illustrator and cartoonist who 

has lived in Noe Valley for 17 
years. Known for her work in 

the Twisted Sisters andWim- 
min’s Comix series, Leschen has 

also created animated e-cards 

and toiled as a teacher and 
copywriter. 

After an initial meeting at the 
Dubliner on 24th Street in the 

late 1980s and subsequent brief 
inquiries at the Upper Noe Rec 
Center playground in the mid- 

1990s, the Voice finally succeeded 
via a series of e-mailed nego¬ 
tiations in securing Leschen’s 

internationally syndicated advice 
cartoon “Ask Aunt Violet” for 
our hometown readers. Good 
things do take time. 

So take the time now and in 
the months to come to read all 
about her in these pages. Aunt 
Violet has an opinion and we 
need to get it—or as our wise 
person in residence often says, 
“I can really see what you’re say¬ 
ing.” When Aunt Violet is in the 
house, you can. 

Kudos and offers of paying gigs should 

be directed to Caryn Leschen by 

phoning 415-282-0346 or by e-mailing 

http:llwww.home.earthlink.net/~auntviolet 

Complaints and your own opinions 

may be filed with the Voice at 415-821 - 

3324 or by e-mailing jaxvoice@aol.com. 

Clunt 1/telet'p 
YOUR HOUSE 

TWroOOH THE. 
BACK DOOR. ' 

YOU KNOW, I VE //AD IT WITH Ol/EKE*COKED FLIGHTS 
OBTUSE HOTEL CLLKKS & EXPLODING HAiRDEYEKS ' 
SPORTS6 ALIEN PLUGS. BUT GO AHEAD-FUNNEL 
THAT C££ME-fclNSE INTO THOSE CUTE LITTLE BOTTLES 

rwmww.TO 

A. 

..AND DON’T 
F0K6ET TO 

NOT CHANGE* 
MONEY BER3KL 

YOU 5TAY1 

Tea Room 
°at lour ivi 

& 
Treat Your Mother Like a 

at Lovejoys 

Join us for the Queen Mum’s Tea, 

Sunday, May 13 
$16.95 per person • Reservations required 

Call 648-5895 for information or reservations 

1351 Church Street 
at Clipper 

415-648-5895 
Catering Available 

Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Friday 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Closed Mondays 

phoenix books 
■ an essential part of noe valley for 16 years 

new and used 
3850 24th street 
415.821.3477 

buy sell trade 
10-10 monday-saturday 
10-9 Sunday 



46 The Noe Valley Voice • May 2001 

Seeking Noe Valley Two-Bedroom House or flat 
for rent. Small family with 3-vear-oki being evict¬ 
ed. Call Karen. 282-3773. CLASS ADS 
40-Something Woman with MS, looking for a pos¬ 
itive. strong, intelligent woman to help me in the 
weekday afternoons, 2 to 5 p.m., with vegetarian 
cooking, exercising, and some transferring. $12 an 
hour, occasional overnights. Laurie. 695-1204. 

W omen. Like to Sing? Free vocal instruction spon¬ 
sored by the San Francisco Sound W A VE. Cho¬ 
rus of Sweet Adelines International. Learn proper 
breathing techniques, tone production, four-part 
harmony, and vocal artistry from our award-win¬ 
ning director. Leslie Gracia. The four weekly 
lessons begin on June 7, 2001, at 6:45 p.m. at St. 
John's Church, ground-level auditorium. 25 Lake 
St. at Arguello. San Francisco. A materials fee of $15 
will be charged. For further information on the 
classes or chorus membership, call 415-665-7960. 
e-mail us at sfsouneheave@aol.com. or visit our web 
site at Kww.sfsoundwax-e <vy> 

June Sublet. $2,500. Beautiful four-bedroom, two- 
bathroom flat in Noe Valley. Huge kitchen/living 
room, jacuzzi, bathroom, garden, and porch. Call 
Morey. 415-285-7945. 

French Au Pair, 17. available during July and Au¬ 
gust. She's the daughter of a friend of mine. Call 
Glenn at 415-647-3201. 

Short-Term Noe Valley Rental. July 10 through Aug. 
30. Two-bedroom furnished flat. Yard, laundry, avail¬ 
able parking, view ! 647-0992 or Lisa7J@aal.com 

Learn Chinese Brush Painting from Master Peter 
Woo. Tuesdays. 7 to 9 p.m.. from June 5 through 
July 17. Goldman Institute on Aging, CEYA Pro¬ 
gram. Classes will be at 3600 Geary Blvd. at Palm 
Street. $77 for the series of seven two-hour classes. 
To enroll: 415-750-4180. ext. 212: leave mailing ad¬ 
dress. http. K-ww.gioa.orglcommunitylartwoHa.html. 

I Would Like a Job as a Babysitter. 1 like children, 
dogs, and cats. 1 have good references. Phone 415- 
436-9477. 

Furnished House for Rent—Short Term. Outer 
Mission/Excelsior, three bedrooms, one bath. With¬ 
in walking distance of Glen Park BART, Mission 
buses. Available June 9 through July 31. E-mail 
amacandreK-@earihlink.nel 

Paris Apartment. Charming one-bedroom, remod¬ 
eled. sleeps four. Ninth Arrondissement, minutes 
from opera. Montmartre. Near Market Street. 
Kww.frenchapt.freesereers.com. Call 415-282-8912. 

Russian River Vacation Cottage. Comfy river¬ 
front cottage, surrounded by redwoods, in tiny town 
of Villa Grande. Ten minutes to Sonoma Coast 
beaches. Three-plus bedrooms. Full kitchen. $375 per 
weekend. $650 per week. Call Susan: 415-442-6665. 

The San Francisco Court-Appointed Special Ad¬ 
vocate Program (SFCASA) seeks community vol¬ 
unteers to advocate for abused and neglected chil¬ 
dren. Represent a child's best interest in Juvenile 
Dependency Court, while developing a supportive 
mentoring relationship. Men and people of color are 
especially needed. Call now for information about 
our June 5. 2001, training. 415-398-8001. ext. 104. 

Hairstylist. A Cut Above Castro has a chair for you. 
Excellent location, great place to bring or build your 
clientele. Rent or commission. Call 415-641 -1700. 

Health Workers: Full-time, part-time, and on-call. 
$9 to $10 per hour with excellent benefits. On-the- 
job training. Qualified applicants will be able to pro¬ 
vide personal care services to the frail elderly in the 
center, at home, or in transitional housing units, in 
addition to providing behavioral supervision and 
support to seniors. Should be able to communicate 
well with the frail elderly, and work well in a di¬ 
verse San Francisco-based interdisciplinary team, 
or independently. Seeking applicants with experi¬ 
ence or interest to leam. Five locations in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Rewarding position. 1333 Bush St. Call 415- 
292-8723 or fax 415-292-8745. 

30tf per word! 
Noe Valley Voice 

CLASS ADS 
The deadline is the 15th of the month 

Art to Step On! Art to Eat! Beginning mosaic 
w orkshops w ith longtime Potrem Hill artist. In a day 
and a half, create a mosaic stepping stone: original 
art for your garden. All materials provided. Artist 
also known for unique, bi/arrely original bas-relief 
cake portraits. For info on either: 648-6740. 

Spain. Facing the Mediterranean, wonderful apart 
ment at the beach; two bedrooms, two baths. Great 
local life around. Public transportation. $250 per 
week Call 415-285-2093. or fax 415-285-7335. 

“Such Gardens Are Not Made by Singing. Oh. 
how beautiful.' and sitting in the shade." —Rudy aid 
Kipling. Ecologically sound garden restoration, cul¬ 
tivation. and maintenance. Clean-ups. pruning, 
planting, feeding, w eeding... You do the singing and 
I'll do the work. Call Lisa at Sweet Pea Gardening. 
415-775-2246. Serving Noe Valley for five years. 

Movie Props Wanted for inclusion in our web site. 
Statuary , furniture, vehicles, signs, your house and/ 
or garden, and just cool fun or unusual items you 
have stored or hidden away. Go to our web site at 
www.propcity.com. Give us a call or e-mail us. 
propciry@inreach.com and 415-621-4390. Jim. 

SAT/ACT Test Preparation. Private and small 
group sessions from an expert. Five years of teach¬ 
ing SAT prep courses for University of Southern 
California. Materials provided; excellent refer¬ 
ences. Call Ron. 285-2266. 

The Dis-Ease of Busyness: A Talk with Swami 
Ramananda. In this workshop we will examine the 
root cause of the "dis-ease of busyness" and the ten¬ 
dency to value how much we do rather than the qual¬ 
ity of what we do. or how we feel as we do it. We 
will explore and practice a few practical tools for 
slow ing down, relieving stress, and being present in 
w hat we are doing. And lots more! Thursday. May 
3. 6 to 8 p.m. SI0. Integral Yoga Institute. 770 Do¬ 
lores St. 415-821 -1117. 

Treat Yourself (or Someone Else) to a beautiful, 
one-of-a-kind gift! I make crib and wall quilts, small 
table linens, including seasonal crafts. My fabrics are 
lovely, and my work is meticulous. Swatches avail¬ 
able upon request. Call Chloe at 415-826-7836. 

Southern France Apartment in old country house. 
Furnished for three to five persons. $275 per week, 
less longer. Phone/fax 01133-4-75-53-56-21. E-mail 
lagrangeblanche@hotmail.com. 

Office to Share. Sunny, plant-filled Noe office in 
suite with waiting room. Suitable for therapist, 
body-worker. 12 feet by 12 feet with closet. Avail¬ 
able immediately. Many full days, some mornings 
available. Call Carla. 255-6394; leave message. 

Sara: Primo Housecleaner and Gardener. House 
will sparkle, garden will shine. 824-4214. References. 

Vacation Rental Near Glen Park. Cozy, three-bed¬ 
room house: all amenities, lovely garden. Available 
June 9 to July 30. 2001. Christine, 415-586-0642. 

Wanted: Reliable Individual to help with the dis¬ 
tribution of a well-known community newspaper. 
Tabloid-size paper is distributed to stores and busi¬ 
nesses in certain geographical areas. Job is spare¬ 
time in nature, involving several hours per month. 
Salary is competitive. Call Steve at 415-239-1114. 

To the Point Acupuncture. California licensed 
acupuncturist offering acupressure, acupuncture. Ori¬ 
ental massage, and herbal medicine. Office appoint¬ 
ments or house calls available. Call 415-550-6923. 

Carpet for Sale. Oriental floral dusty-pink and 
cream. 8 by 11, excellent condition, $ 125 or best of¬ 
fer. Phone 648-7524. 

Carpentry. Design bathrooms, decks, kitchens, 
add-ons. stairs. We’re experts with 20 years of ex¬ 
perience. Great references. Call Jeffrey, a local res¬ 
ident, at 753-1707. 

Vacation Retreat for Noe Valleyans. Calistoga/St. 
Helena area. Three bedrooms, two baths, sleeps six 
(maximum); large decks with views of stream, 
woods, and meadow. Fireplace with wood supplied: 
30 acres, trails, all-year stream, ornamental fish 
pond. Dogs okay. One week minimum ($500). May 
rent additional nights at $70 per night or by the 
month at $1,750. Discount given to repeat guests. 
415-647-3052 (phone and fax). 

I’ll Drive You grocery shopping, medical appoint¬ 
ments. or other San Francisco errands. Very depend¬ 
able, friendly: outstanding references. $15 per hour 
(two-hour minimum). Bill. 826-3613. 

Noe Valley's Original Cafe 

Herb’s Fine Foods 
Specializing in Breakfast ami l unch 

3991 24th Street (at Noe) • 826-8937 or 550-9211 

Open Monday-Friday 6:30 am-3:00 pm 

Saturday & Sunday 7 am-4pm 

s I \ t: i: 19 4 3 

It's Herb’s far the best in Noe Valley dining! 

Furniture Stripped and Retinished. Excellent 
work quickly done. e.g.. dresser with mirror $250. 
with pickup and return. One-Eyed Jacks at 621- 
4390 or 648 1275. 

Beginners Hatha Y oga Course Class. Hatha Yoga 
strengthens and purifies the circulatory, digestive, 
endocrine, and nervous systems, releasing physical 
toxins and menial tension This six-week course al¬ 
lows for personal attention and in-depth instruction 
on basic yoga postures Please bring a towel or mat. 
retrain from eating for at least two hours before 
class, and wear loose-fitting, comfortable clothing. 
Please register five days in advance (ext. 301). Tues¬ 
days. beginning May 15. 7:30 to 9 p.m. $48. Inte¬ 
gral Yoga Institute. 770 Dolores St. 415-821-1117. 

House Cleaning. Looking for a good one, call Ser¬ 
gio at 415-681-8413 or 415-244-5195. References 
and excellent prices. 

Join Our Support Group. As we age. our mind and 
body waste away. We need caretakers to feed us. 
bathe us. dress us. and help us walk. Weight train¬ 
ing. stretching, aerobics, maintaining our proper 
weight, proper diet, and vitamin supplements, along 
with exercising our mind, are methods used to 
maintain our independence and youthfulness. Don’t 
wait until it’s too late! 415-668-8310. 

Therapeutic Massage. Pamper yourself. Swedish 
or DeepTissue. Non-sexual. First appointment only 
$35 ($45 for outcalls). Gift certificates available. 
Call Jamine. 415-305-7250. 

Terrapin Station Cottage Bed and Breakfast. 
Charming, comfortable one-bedroom apartment 
convenient to Noe Valley and Castro. Perfect for vis¬ 
iting families, romantic weekend, business. Quiet 
street close to transportation and easy street park¬ 
ing. Private entrance, French doors to secluded deck 
and tropical garden. Bedroom has queen bed, sofa- 
bed in living room, full bath. Large kitchen with gas 
range, refrigerator, dishwasher, microwave, coffee- 
maker. toaster. Good assortment of breakfast items 
provided. Stereo, library, phone, answering ma¬ 
chine. TV/VCR, cable. Sleeps four. Three-night 
minimum, week or month. 415-648-2554. 

Macintosh Bookkeeping. MYOB. Quicken, Excel. 
25 years experience. Your office or mine. $45 per 
hour. Fast and accurate. 415-641-8200. Yvonne. 

Office Space Available. Located in Noe Valley's 
main shopping district. The office is beautifully 
furnished, with shared waiting room and bathroom. 
Secure building with combination lock on the door. 
Ideal for psychotherapists, massage therapists, and 
writers. Available Mondays, Fridays. Saturdays, and 
Sundays. For more information, call 415-821-7517. 

Math Tutoring. All levels. Get professional, one- 
on-one instruction from a full-time tutor with years 
of experience. Middle, high school, college math. 
SSAT, SAT, GRE—verbal and math. Very patient. 
Excellent references from students at San Francis¬ 
co’s top private schools. David Freeling, M.A., 
B.A., Columbia University. 415-285-0574. 

Pet Care. Does Rover need a pet sitter? Exercise? 
A ride to the vet? Positively Pets can help! Expert 
care for all pets. Ten years experience. Bonded. Ref¬ 
erences. Senior discounts. 647-2463. 

Therapeutic Massage for Women Only. Are you 
looking for some healing hands to help you release 
your chronic pain, stress, or just pamper yourself? 
I’m certified and experienced in Swedish Massage, 
Polarity. Vibrational Healing Massage, Reflexolo¬ 
gy, and Aromatherapy. Available in my private prac¬ 
tice office, or as an oulcall, for your convenience. 
For more details, call Claudia. 415-824-9013. 

Cleaning. Home, office, and much more. Reliable 
and professional. Excellent references. Patricia, 
650-548-1184. 

Shaklee Products del ivered to your home or office. 
Contact me and/or order at http://shaklee.net/ewing- 
tracy. Best products for you and our environment. 

Tired of Squeezing your out-of-town guests into 
your already jammed home? Visiting the city on a 
temporary business assignment? Charming, fully 
furnished studio available on a short-term basis. Ca¬ 
ble TV, stereo, kitchen, full bath, laundry, garden. 
Next to open space, easy parking. Good transporta¬ 
tion. Bernal Heights. 415-285-7064. 

Housecleaning Available. Seven days a week. Ex¬ 
perienced, great references. For an estimate, call 
Margarida at 415-255-0636. 

Home and Office Cleaning. Excellent references. 
Reliable, professional. Reasonably priced. For more 
details, call Leidy, 415-334-9348. 

Too Many Papers? Too Little Time? Call Margo 
Rila, 861 -4551. Home and office organizer. Reason¬ 
able rates. References. KWK-.margo.bytewright.com. 

Charlie the Phone Guy: Residence, business, home 
office telephone wiring. Fax/modem lines, DSL. 
Ethernet, too! Dead jacks brought back to life! Sep¬ 
arate jacks for roommates. On time appointments! 
Free estimates. Noe Valley resident. Call 641 -8654. 
E-mail sfphoneguy@aol.com. 

We Solve the Mystery of remodeling and home re¬ 
pair. Mystery Carpentry provides quality work at 
reasonable prices. Free estimates. License #731187. 
Call Dan at 415-242-9042. 

Eureka-Noe Valley Studio, short-term. 415-8261158. 

Adriano Hauling and Cleaning. Patio, home, 
garage, and much more!!! Try it, you won't forget. 
415-990-4062 or 650-991-1049. 

Are You Seeking Growth in your relationships? I 
work with couples and individuals, assisting them 
in the transformation of what blocks them from 
achieving more satisfaction and vitality in relation¬ 
ships. In addition. I work with children and adoles¬ 
cents who may be struggling with the challenges of 
young adulthood. Grounded and compassionate 
psychotherapy. Chris Kughn, M.F.T. license #MFC 
37183. Noe Valley office. Call 415-257-0995. 

Pranayama & Meditation. Leam meditation and 
breathing practices (Pranayama) from a true Swa¬ 
mi. with step-by-step instructions for beginners. We 
will examine the theories behind these ancient sci¬ 
ences and discuss the obstacles faced when estab¬ 
lishing a regular practice. Please register five days 
in advance at ext. 301. Six Tuesdays beginning May 
8. 6 to 7:30 p.m. $48. Integral Yoga Institute, 770 
Dolores St. 415-821-1117. 

Bed and Breakfast “Cottage Gate.” Charming 
studio apartment; queen bed. kitchenette, breakfast 
choices provided, phone, cable, private bath, secu¬ 
rity gate, level private entrance. 20th and Douglass. 
415-6266497. 

Weight Management Coaching. Can’t lose weight? 
Lose, only to re-gain? Why not try something differ¬ 
ent. Let’s talk. Diana Murphy, M.F.T. (M.F.C. 32704) 
415-681-1767. 

Stressless Housecleaning...because life's hectic 
enough. Superior quality. Customized cleaning. 
Free estimates. Call Jeanine, 564-2877. 

Piano Lessons. Kids are my specialty, but adults 
welcome! Noe Valley-based musician, with B.A. 
and M.M. in music and pedagogy, accepting students. 
15 years experience. Carla, 415-648-3651. 

Superlative Word Processing. Experienced pro¬ 
fessional, B.A. English, M.S.W. Understandable 
advice. Business, medical, academic, legal; resumes, 
manuscripts. Expert editing. Fax machine. Laser 
printing. Good rates. Call anytime. 824-7736. 

Proofreading/Copyediting by professional with 16 
years of experience. Manuscripts, brochures, flyers, 
newsletters, academic papers, etc. Reasonable rates. 
Call My Editor at 415-492-1131. 

Quaint “Victorian Garden” B&B near 26th and 
Sanchez. Private and ground level, living room, fire¬ 
place, bathroom, bedroom with queen-size bed, of¬ 
fice nook, flower-filled patio/garden, laundry facili¬ 
ties, phone sound system, cable TV, plentiful 
breakfast items. Apartment is lovely and quiet. Two- 
night minimum. Reasonably priced. Call 206-0202. 

Flute Lessons. Noe Valley-based flutist with B.A. 
and M.M. in music and pedagogy, accepting begin¬ 
ning to advanced students of all ages and levels. 15 
years experience. Carla, 415-648-3651. 

Handier Andy. Home repairs, carpentry, decks, 
fences, sheetrock, ceramic tile, painting. 564-1175. 

Spare Room? $460 per week for hosting and tu¬ 
toring (English) foreign students. Rita, 648-1083. 

Hauling and Cleaning. For home, office garage, or 
warehouse. Reliable and professional. Excellent ref¬ 
erences. Ana Maria, 650-755-4062 or415-312-8883. 

Office Support Plus. Businesses, home offices. 
Data entry, mailings. 415-239-0561. 

Telecommunications Wiring. Telephone, comput¬ 
er, co-ax, speaker, intercom. Home or business. Ex¬ 
perienced, reasonable, reliable. Kent, 415-401 -0214. 

Licensed Painter. Large, small jobs. Interior and 
exterior. Painting and plaster repair. Free estimates. 
License #497-214. Call Ed at 995-4666. 

Clean & Natural: Housecleaning. License #323567, 
and bonded for your protection. Biweekly, weekly, 
move-in/out. Owner operated. Call Simone, 415- 
303-9865 or 415-577-8188. 

Professional Massage at Sensible Rates. Masseur 
with eight years of professional experience seeks 
clients to expand massage practice. Saturdays, $50 
per session, with further discounts available. Out¬ 
calls to home and office, $60 per session (limited 
offer!). C.M.T./A.M.T. (various styles)', and certi¬ 
fied Reiki practitioner. Call Gardener Singleton at 
255-7340 or visit www.integralbody.com. 

Cash for Old Wood Furniture, antiques, col¬ 
lectibles, and old interesting things. One-Eyed Jacks 
at 621-4390 or 648-1275. 

The Mozart Effect is not a myth! Piano lessons de¬ 
velop better learning processes and a love of great 
music which your child will carry for life. Experi¬ 
enced teacher with Master of Music degree in piano 
performance. Performance classes, newsletter, and 
report cards. Theory, music history, ear-training, 
repertoire, composition, art/literature appreciation 
taught. All ages and levels will be considered. 
Lessons can be given in your home. Space is limit¬ 
ed. 650-589-1545. 

Housecleaning and Hauling. We clean homes, of¬ 
fices, garages, and much more. We also do organiz¬ 
ing and minor repairs (painting). We are experi¬ 
enced, reliable. Very good references upon request. 
Call us, 415-775-6214. 

Bed and Breakfast in Noe Valley. Parents or 
friends coming, and no room for them? Have them 
stay in a lovely two-room apartment with private en¬ 
trance and bathroom, fireplace, kitchen, antique fur¬ 
nishings. Convenient to 24th Street and J-Church 
line. Oliver House, 415-695-0700. 

Excellent Cleaning for your home or office. Expe¬ 
rienced, reliable, and very honest. References. Call 
650-755-3596, AndrtSia or Sonia. 

Red’s Hauling. Basements, yardwork, etc. You name 
it, we'll handle it. Free estimates. 415-281-0732. 
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CLASS ADS 
Upholstery in Noe Valley! Free estimates, pickup, 
and delivery. Quality recovering of sofas, stuffed 
chairs, and dining chairs, at reasonable rates. Call 
Jorge Mera/ Baca, 282-2256. 

All Things Macintosh: Internet making you crazy? 
Troubleshooter for hire! Solve mysterious freezes. 
Improve performance. Software support, tutoring. 
References. Roslyn, 510-526-1209. 

Drop-In Hatha Yoga, I earn yoga postures, deep 
relaxation, and breathing techniques. Prenatal, 
Baby, Gentle, Advanced classes, too. Beginners 
welcome. Bring a towel, loose clothing, and empty 
stomach. Classes daily. Phone 824-9600 for the 
class schedule. $8 ($5 for first class and seniors). In¬ 
tegral Yoga Institute, 770 Dolores St. 

Get All Wired! Business and residential telecom¬ 
munications wiring. Telephone systems and wiring, 
CAT 5 data cable for DSL/computer network, cable 
TV, audio, doorbell, and intercoms. Eight years ex¬ 
perience. Local resident. Call All-Wired-Kent, 415- 
401-0214. 

Start Your Healing Journey. Gentle, practical, in¬ 
dividual and couples therapy by experienced Mar¬ 
riage and Family Therapist. Sliding scale. Free 15- 
minute phone consultation. Lesbian/gay/bi/straight 
welcome. Noe Valley. Julie DePinna Armer, M.A., 
M.F.C. lie. #36609. Call 415-882-1161. 

PC/Mac/iMac Computer? Need Help? 1 can... 
help you clean up your computer, get your comput¬ 
er talking to your printer and modem, set up email 
and the web, etc. I’m the tech coordinator at an el¬ 
ementary school. Done in your home. 642-8287. 

House Cleaning, Five Days a Week. We clean 
homes, offices, and apartments. We are reasonably 
priced, responsible, experienced, and we have excel¬ 
lent references. Please call Rejane, 415-753-0160. 

Bed and Breakfast in Noe Valley. Experience the 
Victorian charm of old San Francisco in designer’s 
beautiful, spacious, three-room suite with private 
entrance. Delicious fare, reasonable rates, two 
blocks to 24th Street. “A Victorian Legacy." Call Pa¬ 
tricia, 648-8879. 

Get Organized! Susan Bloch will help you banish 
clutter and reduce stress. Home and office. Refer¬ 
ences. Member National Association of Profes¬ 
sional Organizers. 282-0218. 

Architect. New buildings, remodels, additions. Very 
good record getting city approvals for projects. In¬ 
novative design and traditional (Victorian) design. 
On-site consultation on any project. Reasonable 
fees. Licensed architect for over 23 years. In Noe Val¬ 
ley since 1981. Call Michael Hager at 415-285-7409. 

Word Processing (expertise: legal/medical). Audio/ 
videotape transcription, editing, resumes, and letter 
composition, including complaint letters. 24-hour 
phone-in dictation system. Dena Reiner, 415-821 -4661. 

Vacation Room Rental, Upper Noe Valley. Clean, 
safe, comfortable. Ideal for visiting family. Sue, 
415-821-4890 or emarsh5I08@aol.com. 

Meditation Workshop. This is a practical work¬ 
shop that will enable you to begin earnest medita¬ 
tion on your own. A clear understanding of what 
meditation is, how it works, and how to make it an 
enjoyable daily experience will be presented. Suit¬ 
able for both beginners and experienced meditators 
who want to be inspired. Tuesday, May 8,6 to 7:30 
p.m. $8. Integral Yoga Institute, 770 Dolores St. 415- 
821-1117. 

Are Old Traumas Keeping You Stuck in feelings 
of anxiety or depression? Are you struggling with 
intimacy in relationships? Recovery from traumas, 
such as childhood abuse or sexual assault allows you 
to move forward in life and achieve your goals. 
Compassionate psychotherapy transforms old 
wounds. E.M.D.R. Sliding scale. Noe Valley. Liz 
Stolz Kughn, M.F.T. #36942. Call 415-721-4555. 

One-Eyed Jacks conducts on-premises estate sales 
... 15 years experience with references. We do it all. 
Appraise it, prepare it, price it, run it, and haul it. 
Give us a call at 621-4390 or 648-1275. 

Stereo Repair. Save time and money! Gene’s Sound 
Service offers in-home repair, installation, and in¬ 
struction at reasonable rates. Formerly with Pacific 
Stereo; independently serving the San Francisco 
community since 1983. Evening and weekend ap¬ 
pointments available. Thorough, conscientious, 
guaranteed, references. Gene’s Sound Service, 415- 
554-3688. 

Vacation Rental. Spacious, two-room, fully fur¬ 
nished guest suite with full kitchen and private bath 
on Potrero Hill. One block from local shops and 
restaurants. Short-term only. No pets, no smoking. 
Call Potrero Suites at 415-621-3981. 

Drop-In Parent/Baby Yoga. This class is for parents 
and their pre-crawling babies. It includes gentle 
stretching, chanting, breathing, deepxelaxation, shar¬ 
ing, and discussion. Fridays. 9:30 to 11 a.m. $8. Inte¬ 
gral Yoga Institute, 770 Dolores St. 415-821-1117. 

Piano Lessons in Noe Valley: Leam piano with 
patient, supportive teacher. Lessons tailored to indi¬ 
vidual goals. Music degree and 23 years of teaching 
experience. Ear training, theory, classical or popular 
repertoire, MIDI lab. Barbara Bannett, 648-1007. 

Beautiful Psychotherapy Office available in sun¬ 
ny, charming Potrero Hill. Located in a spacious 
five-office Victorian suite with high ceilings, origi¬ 
nal woodwork details, and stained glass in entry 
way. Easy access to freeway and bus lines. Near 
shops and restaurants. Furnished waiting room and 
kitchen. Utilities and cleaning included. $950 per 
month. Call 415-861-3661. 

Healing Art of Massage. Relieve tension and 
stress. Ease pain and discomfort. Personalized ses¬ 
sions in Noe Valley office. Heather Lind, C.M.T. 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Zen Shiatsu. 806-5448. 
Healind@earlhlink.net 

Liz’s Unique Bed and Breakfast. Old world charm 
at affordable rates. Guests will awaken to the 
fragrance of homemade delicacies and fresh ground 
coffee. Call Liz, a gracious and knowledgeable 
hostess. 415-648-2515. 

Noe Valley Vacation Rental. Large three-bedroom 
flat; all amenities, lovely garden. Available June 9 
through June 29, 2001. Gerry, 415-282-6568. E- 
mail I>erh5l@anl.com 

Medical Insurance. Free quotes for individuals, 
families, and businesses—”A"-rated plans, alterna¬ 
tive care, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Medicare sup¬ 
plements, long-term care insurance. Let an expert 
assist you at no extra cost! Call Bill Hannant, 647- 
7012. License 0723231. 

Transform Your Jungle into a paradise. Pruning, 
cleanups, planting, lawns, irrigation, maintenance 
Call Jorge at 826-7840 for free estimates. Remem 
ber, it’s pruning time. 

Guitar Lessons. Noe Valley. Bemal Heights. For¬ 
mer Pickle Family Circus music director, composer 
of Academy Award-winning film. B.A. Berklee, 20 
years of teaching experience. All ages, beginners 
welcome. Fun, reasonable. Mark, 282-8244. 

Handyman/Tiler: David. Talented, reasonable, ex¬ 
pert, flexible. 740-5367. 

Home and Office Cleaning. Professional, experi¬ 
enced. Good references. Call Elli, 650-877-1592. 

Dog Walkers Wanted! Walk one or two dogs at a 
time! Car needed. Dog Walking Service of San 
Francisco, 731-0120. 

Housecleaning. Dependable, customized cleaning. 
Experienced. References. 415-642-6168. 

Hauling. Schlepper Bros. Fast, fair, and fantastic. 
Yogic, caring, and brave. Sustainability activist. 
824-4214. 

Drop-In Prenatal Yoga. Yoga stretches, breathing 
practices, and deep relaxation can assist you in 
maintaining an easeful, peaceful, and joyful preg¬ 
nancy and a more relaxed birth. Please call Eliza¬ 
beth at 931-7291 before the first class. Thursdays, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. $8. Integral Yoga Institute, 770 Do¬ 
lores St. 415-821 -1117. 

Roofing Ad: 20 years experience patching, re-roof- 
ing, gutters, all kinds of roofs, either industrial, com¬ 
mercial, or residential. Call my phone, 415-978-9375. 

Noe Valley Acupuncturist seeking work space in 
office or home setting. Call Karen, 282-3773. 

Beautiful Rental Unit, one week to two months. 
Self-contained flat in Noe Valley with garden ac¬ 
cess. Quiet home, owner-occupied. Ideal for study¬ 
ing and restful retreat. Fireplace, washer/dryer, gym, 
complete kitchen, stereo, TV. Just renovated. Spinet 
piano. One bedroom. Great location. $850 per week 
or $2,600 per month. 415-821-4872. 

Soothing Deep-Tissue Massage smoothly blended 
with Shiatsu and Swedish massage, slowly applied 
with a sensitive yet firm touch and meditative atten¬ 
tive presence to enhance deep relaxation and release 
of tension and pain. 15 years experience and 1,000 
hours of certified massage training. Noe Valley or 
housecalls. Robyn Matlock, C.M.T. 415-995-4711. 

Housecleaning Since 1979. Many original cus¬ 
tomers. Reasonable rates. Richard. 415-255-0389. 

Unclaimed Rugs for Sale. In-plant discount rug 
cleaning. California Rug Cleaners, 2507 Folsom at 
21st Street. 552-0563. 

Living Tai Chi Chuan of Noe Valley. Meditation. 
Qigong, Tai Chi forms. Friendly, non-competitive. 
Monday and Tuesday, 6 p.m., Noe Valley Ministry, 
1021 Sanchez. Wednesday and Friday, 10:15 a.m., 
Douglass Park. Douglass at 27th. $5 introduction 
(Mondays excluded). Chris Sequeira. practicing 
since 1973. 650-756-6857; 415-773-8185. 

Feldenkrais at Noe Valley Ministry. Experience 
relief from muscular tension and pain. Improve flex¬ 
ibility, posture, and coordination. Come join our 
weekly Feldenkrais Awareness Through Movement 
classes. Movement is gentle but challenging, safe 
for people of all ages. $12. Noe Valley Ministry, 
1021 Sanchez. Wednesday evenings, 8 to 9 p.m. For 
more information, contact Leigh Sealy, Guild Cer¬ 
tified Feldenkrais Practitioner. 415-759-5943. 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered to your 
doorstep. Diverse menus, naturally low in fat, 
cholesterol, and salt. Treat yourself right! Gift cer¬ 
tificates available. For a monthly menu call Jane. 
826-2133; www.pealcuisine.com. 

Many Fine Desks and Bookshelves and tables and 
chairs to be had at One-Eyed .Jacks. They are refin¬ 
ished and clean and have some class and style. See 
them at 1645 Market St. across from Zuni Caffe. 
Hours 11 to 6. Monday through Saturday. 621 -4390 

Looking for an Experienced (19 years), reliable 
housecleaner? Stop your search! I personally clean 
your home and have great clients and references. 
Are you tired of teams of strangers doing low-qual- 
ity work, if they show up at all? 1 run a profession¬ 
al, high-quality service. Call Kj at 415-285-3014. 

Phil’s Window Cleaning Service. Reliable/cour¬ 
teous. Free estimates for residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

The Journey of Pre-Marriage: An eight week 
group for couples exploring die realms of engage 
ment. Clarify your intentions for marriage and nav 
igate the process of engagement in a safe and sup¬ 
portive atmosphere. Limited to four couples Call 
Chris Kughn, M A.. M.F.T. #37183 415-257-0995 
for more information and a free initial interview 

Evening Meditation. Join us for meditation Mon¬ 
day through Thursday at 7:45 p.m. This includes 
some chanting, pranayama. and silence, and lasts 40 
minutes. Please come a few minutes early. There is 
no charge Wednesdays we offer an Introduction to 
Meditation at 7:30 p.m. Integral Yoga Institute, 770 
Dolores St. 415-821 -1117. 

Test Strategy, Homework Help, SAT coaching. 
StudyBuddy. 586-4577. Reasonable. 

Housecleaning Available. Experienced References. 
Reliable, own car. Call Nilda and Cns. 415-336-5503. 

Looking to Exchange for two weeks an apartment 
in Parts for the equivalent in Noe Valley. One bed¬ 
room. top floor, nice area of Paris. View of Eiffel 
Tower, close to metro. Period: Beginning of May. 
Contact 415-647-8331. 

Babysitter Available. I have over eight years of ex 
perience (including infants), and excellent refer¬ 
ences. I’m mature, reliable, and nurturing. Interest¬ 
ed in a part-time position. 15 hours per week 
(flexible), or occasional babysitting. $15 per hour 
Call Claudia 415-824-9013. 

Drywall Djerry. Djoumeyman (expert) shcctrock 
er. Fair, reliable, quick.468-1531. 

Health Practitioners: Shared office space and re 
ceptionist in Noe Valley medical office. Ideal for 
therapists, acupuncturists, physicians, etc. Call 415 
642-0333. 

Time for Your Housecleaning. Dependable, cus 
tomized cleaning. Experienced. References 415- 
642-6168. 

Hoping for a Strong Finish to the academic year9 
Experienced tutor available. U.C. master's degree, 
eight years experience as educator. Grades K 
through 12, most subjects. Competitive rates. Call 
Deirdre at 415-647-0370. 

Drivers for San Francisco community -based health 
care organization. Base pay $10 per hour with ex¬ 
cellent benefits. Applicants must have great driving 
skills, the ability to work well in a diverse, fast- 
paced transportation team, and the ability to com¬ 
municate well with the frail elderly. Current Cali¬ 
fornia driver’s license. Class C. required, with clean 
driving record. Keep busy, make lifelong friend¬ 
ships, and transport seniors in multiple San Fran¬ 
cisco routes. 1333 Bush St. Call 415-292-8723 or 
fax 415-292-8745. 

Web Site Design. Sites from $ 1.500. includes host- 
ing/domain. 415-643-2800. www hand-shake.com, 
mail@hand-shake.com 

Midlife, A Balancing Act! Support group for 
women. Safe haven for connection, healing, re¬ 
newal. Individual psychotherapy available, afford¬ 
able rates. Jennifer Feeley. M.F.T. (MFC35307). 
415-244-7850. www.jenniferfeeley.com 

Professional Math Tutor: Retired Noe Valley math 
teacher, grades three to infinity! Excellent refer¬ 
ences. SAT prep a specialty (five years with USC). 
Call Ron. 285-2266. 

Petsitting—Summer Openings. Feel secure when 
your pets and home are cherished by mature, re¬ 
sponsible, meticulous Joanne. Compassionate pric¬ 
ing. References. 415-664-4965. 

Spinning Web Gardening Service. General garden 
maintenance, clean-outs, design work, consulta¬ 
tions. Call Barbara. 415-550-6923. 

Carpentry. Fine finish work, repairs, remodeling. 
Stairs, custom-designed decks and fences. Thirty 
years experience; local references. Call John Shin- 
nick at 650-992-7107. 

Handvwoman Julie will repair those inside and 
outside problems you aren’t getting around to and 
wish you could. Get reliable, friendly, and creative 
help now. Call 550-6792. 

New spaper Distributor Needed! Part-time salaried 
work for a strong, reliable individual to help get the 
tabloid-size, but weighty with news Noe Valley Voice 
out into the stores and businesses of our neighbor¬ 
hood. Forays into Bemal. Glen. Mission, and Cas¬ 
tro may be required. Call Steve. 415-239-1114 

How to Place a Class Ad 

IT’S EASY. Just type or print the 

text of your ad, multiply the num¬ 

ber of words by 3Ot A WORD, and 

send us a check or money order for 

the total amount. (Note that a 

phone number, including area 

code, counts as just one word.) 

Then mail your ad copy and check, 

made out to the Noe Valley Voice, 

so that we receive it by the 15TH 

OF THE MONTH before the month 

you’d like to advertise in. The 

address is Noe Valley Voice Class 

Ads, 1021 Sanchez Street, San 

Francisco, CA 94114. (Sorry, the 

Voice is unable to accept Class Ads 

by phone or e-mail at this time.) 

10 FOR 10 DISCOUNT: The Noe 

Valley Voice publishes a news edi¬ 

tion 10 months a year. (We're on 

vacation in January and August.) If 

you place the same class ad in 10 

issues, you are entitled to a 10 per¬ 

cent discount. To figure your cost, 

deduct 10 percent from the total 

amount due for 10 issues. 

The next Noe Valley Voice will be 

the June 2001 issue, distributed in 

Noe Valley on or before June I. 

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASS ADS IS 

MAY 15. 2001. 

Note: Class Ads are printed in the 

newspaper and then displayed on 

our web site (www.noevalley 

voice.com) for one month. 

Class advertisers should keep in 

mind that only the first few words 

of the ad (not to exceed one line of 

type) will be set in bold. Also, 

receipts and tear sheets will be pro¬ 

vided only if your order is accom¬ 

panied by an SASE. Thank you. 

Office Manager Position. Looking for an experi¬ 
enced office manager with good people skills for a 
Noe Valley seven-person architect’s office Duties 
include answering phones, bookkeeping, accounts 
payable, invoicing, word processing, ordering sup¬ 
plies. scheduling meetings, making travel arrange¬ 
ments. managing and creating reports used for in¬ 
voicing. tracking vacation, time cards, and pavrolL 
Administering medical and 401(k) plans Required 
skills include MS Office. MS Works. Quickbooks. 
and typing 50 words per minute. E-mail resumes to 
rysl@onebox com or mail to RYS Architects. 1544 
Church St, San Francisco, CA 94131. 

Learn Spanish Now with Weekend en EspaAol! 
Beginning, intermediate, and advanced Spanish, 
small group classes, once a week, weekdays or 
evenings. Mondays through Thursdays, and Week¬ 
end Immersion Workshops on Saturdays and Sun¬ 
days. New!! Scmana en EspaAol. 10-day and 17- 
day total immersion programs in Oaxaca. Mexico 
415-923-0754; info@weekendenespanol.com. 
www.weekendenespanol.com. 

Overwhelmed by Clutter? As featured on HGTV, 
NPR, and the Chronicle. ShipShapc has expertly 
helped overworked professionals, frazzled moms, 
and harassed homeowners cut through clutter and 
restore simplicity and peace of mind to their busy 
lives. Homes, offices, closets, relocations, and 
more. Free phone consultation and brochure Call 
415-550-0658. 

Words Wanted: The Noe Valley Voice welcomes 
submissions of poems, stones, and essays. Send 
manuscript and self-addressed, stamped envelope, 
plus name, phone, and e-mail to the Noe Valley 
Voice. 1021 Sanchez St , San Francisco. CA94114. 

PACIFIC UNION 

Gain the 
Advantage 
• In-depth knowledge of the 

neighborhood! 
• My personal service through 

every transaction! 
• 25 years experience! 

• An association with a company of 
integrity - with many resources for you! 

Ask Richard Hippard 

Your neighborhood realtor 

Residential 
Real Estate Direct - 415-345-2565 
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Photo by Pamela Gerard 

Read and Understand 

Photo by Najib joe Hakim 

reams, books, arc each a world; 

and I looks, we know. 

Arc a substantial world, 

both pure and good. 

Round these, with tendrils 

strong as flesh and blood, 

Our pastime anti our 

happiness will grow. 

William Wordsworth 

(1770-1850) 

Writers, Artists, Photographers... 

Submit Your Work! 
The Noe Valley Voice 

wants your submissions 

for The Last Page. 

The Last Page showcases 
a wide range of poetry, 
fiction, essays, artwork, 
and photography from local 
writers and artists. 

Take your best shot! 

For Writers: 

1,500 words or less. 
Double-spaced. Typewritten. 

For Artists, Photographers: 

Submit photocopies of work 
only. We want work originally 
done in black & white. 

Send submissions to: 

The Last Page, Noe Valley Voice 
1021 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, CA94114 

Or e -mail kdalle@firstworld.net. 

Please include your name, 
address, phone number, and 
e-mail. Self-addressed, stamped 
envelope required for a reply. 

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE 

Good Vibrations 
A clean, well-lighted place to 

. buy vibrators, massage oils, 

books about sexuality and 

other fun things. Rent or 

buy from our carefully 

chosen selection of 

erotic videos. 

1210 Valencia St. at 23rd 
Open Sun.-Thurs. I lam-7pm; 

Fri. & Sat. I lam-8pm 
974-8980 

Riii's 
Thai Restaurant 
Open for dinner 7 days a week, 5-10 p.m. 

Catering Available • Take-out 

WE DELIVER EVERY DAY FROM 5-9 P.M. 

FOR CERTAIN LOCATIONS WITH A $20 MINIMUM PURCHASE. 

Since 1985 

4301 24th Street at Douglass in Noe Valley 
821-4776 

\ Get 50% OFF of a 2nd Entree of equal or lesser value 
Expires 5-31-2001 

Dine in only. One coupon per table. 
L--— 

BODY’S WISDOM 

% 

Deeply Healing Energywork 

In the Heart of Noe Valley 

Virginia Marth 

M S. Neurophysiology 

CMT, Reiki Master 

415 990 9593 
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Give Lorraine a High-Five: Our own Noe Valley beat officer Lorraine Lombardo was 

voted Police Officer of the Year by the San Francisco Council of District Merchants, which 
represents merchants groups throughout the city, including the Noe Valley Merchants and 
Professionals Association. Lombardo was honored on April 21, at a special awards banquet 
attended by Mayor Willie Brown and Attorney General Bill Lockyer. Photo by Beverly Tharp 

and now for the 

RUMORS 
behind the news 

Developing Stories 

By Mazook 

THE FICKLE FATEof Dan’s Auto is still 

uncertain, despite all the flap about what’s 

going to fill the last large lot awaiting de¬ 

velopment in Downtown Noe Valley. 

If you missed Corrie Anders’ front¬ 

page story in the April Voice, here’s the 

rundown. Dan’s owners, John McCarthy 

and Fred Homblower, have agreed to sell 

their 10,000-square-foot property at 3865 

24th Street to real estate broker and de¬ 

veloper Peter Naughton, of Shamrock 

Realty. The selling price was reportedly 

$3.5 million, but now we’ve been told that 

it was “only” $3.25 million. (Sorry, we 

have a hard time with numbers that big.) 

Anyway, the deal is contingent upon 

Naughton's getting the permits he needs 

to demolish the 42-year-old gas station 

and build a four-story building (some call 

it a “fortress”), with 18 apartments, three 

to four shops on the ground floor, and an 

underground garage with 32 stalls. 

Naughton has hired architect Warner 

Schmalz and local land-use attorney 

Claire Pilcher to shepherd the designs 

through the city’s Planning Department 

and past the scrutiny of nearby residents 

and neighborhood groups. 

Over the past two months, Naughton, 

Schmalz, and Pilcher have been attend¬ 

ing the meetings of neighborhood groups 

and trying to address everyone’s concerns 

about the massive building. 

That, folks, will be a hard sell to the 

residents in our monster-home-trampled 

neighborhood, and to a determined group 

of merchants, who are, rightly or wrong¬ 

ly, clamoring for, you got it, parking! 

© s s 

WHO WANTSTO BE A PRESBYTERIAN: 

Meanwhile, the Noe Valley Ministry, our 

dearly beloved church on Sanchez, has 

been communing with a mysterious group 

of wealthy Presbyterians, who are willing 

to match Naughton’s offer for Dan’s lot, 

should the deal fall through. 

If they win the $3.25 million jackpot, 

the church will demolish the garage, pave 

the lot, and lay down some stripes for 

church parking on Sundays, and for pub¬ 

lic parking the rest of the week. 

Ministry Pastor Keenan Kelsey says 

her (still anonymous) Presbyterian bene¬ 

factors are “the same group that recently 

bought a parking lot here in San Francis¬ 

co for the Old First Presbyterian Church 

-on Van Ness and Sacramento. 

‘This foundation is looking at the park¬ 

ing situation for urban churches nation¬ 

wide and believes parking to be a key to 

being a community center,” she says. 

‘They are very serious about their pro¬ 

posal, which monetarily matches the one 

made by the developer, and ours i s all cash 

with no conditions or contingencies.” 

Kelsey adds that putting in a parking 

lot on 24th Street “will give us a chance 

to expand and cooperate with our neigh¬ 

borhood in positive ways for both.” 

Yes, this idea holds a lot of appeal, not 

only for those people on the highway to 

heaven, but for the ones who just want to 

stop circling the block, for heaven’s sake. 

s s s 

UNITED WE STAND FOR PARKING: 

The Ministry’s offer is so tempting it has 

brought the leaders of our most powerful 

neighborhood groups together in opposi¬ 

tion to Naughton’s development. 

Dave Monks, president of the Friends 

of Noe Valley, says his personal opinion is 

that “there is a growing consensus among 

the neighbors who have issues with ele¬ 

ments of [Naughton’s] project, such as the 

four-story height of the building and the 

fact that they’re going for the maximum 

density. Also, many neighbors, especial¬ 

ly the adjoining ones, are worried about 

the excavation of previously contaminat¬ 

ed soil. Others are concerned about the 

use of the retail space.” 

Until those aspects of the project are 

fixed. Monks likes the Ministry alterna¬ 

tive. “This is not just about paving a park¬ 

ing lot. The community can make this a 

very attractive space with pedestrian- 

friendly benches and landscaping.” 

Monks adds that he expects this tug-of- 

war over Dan’s to wind up before the 

Board of Supervisors, “especially if the 

developer is intent on his current plan." 

Meanwhile, Bob Roddick, president of 

the Noe Valley Merchants Association, 

has written a letter to Messrs. Homblow¬ 

er and McCarthy, informing them of his 

group’s objections to the Naughton pro¬ 

posal and expressing his fervent support 

of the Ministry plan. 

“Our association is unanimously in 

support of the Ministry’s offer," Roddick 

declares. “Although we wanted a parking 

garage, we would settle for surface-only 

parking, and we are planning to get neigh¬ 

borhood petitions circulated in support of 

public parking on the site." 

East & West of Castro Club President 

Paul Kantus is also a parking-lot booster. 

Windfalls like that don’t come along 

every day, he says. "That the Ministry was 

able to match the offer of the developer— 

that is fantastic.” 

Upper Noe Neighbors president Vicki 

Rosen isn’t so much for parking as against 

the Naughton proposal. “It's too big, in¬ 

trusive, and it has downsides that are re¬ 

ally downsides, like being huge and ugly." 

©as 

BIT NOT SO FAST Claire Pilcher says 

her client has already gone back to the 

drawing board, and w ill take into consid¬ 

eration all the suggestions made at the 

meetings No permit applications have 

been made yet to anyone, she adds, “and 

I believe (hat this is a good project for the 

neighborhood for a variety of reasons.” 

“Naughton is a responsible developer.” 

she says, “who is trying his best to be re¬ 

sponsive to (he neighbors and provide 

much needed housing along a transit cor¬ 

ridor" The plan includes ample parking 

and has a building height that is within 

code reqmremenLs. and to allay environ¬ 

mental fears. Pilcher says, 'The [present) 

owners have spent eight years cleaning up 

the soil and have received a certificate 

from the state of California staUng that it 

has passed inspection." 

As for negative reaction from local 

groups. Pilcher says that she is not aw are 

of any votes taken by the Friends of Noe 

Valley or other groups in opposition to 

the project. She reiterates that there has 

been no application made yet to the Plan 

ning Commission and that architect 

Schmalz is busy making modificaUons to 

the design, keeping community wishes in 

mind In any case, Mr Naughton plans to 

lorge ahead with his development. 

Since City Planning remains pro-de¬ 

velopment, pro-housing, and pro-transit. 

I tend to agree with Monks that the w hole 

thing could land in the lap of the Board 

of Supervisors. 

Speaking of which. Supe Mark Leno 

Continued on Next Page 

San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

(415) 285-8588 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SMOG CHECK AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIRS 

OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA SMOG STATION 
12 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 

• Free Shuttle Service to & from BART, Downtown & Nearby 

Neighborhoods ♦ Basic Auto Repair Classes ♦ “Do-it-Yourselt" 

Membership Available ♦ Men & Women Mechanics 

• Dependable, Guaranteed Work—Honest Prices 

• Used Car Prepurchase Diagnostic Inspection Service 

• Emission Systems/Smog Test Failure Diagnosis <4 Repair 

• Tune Up/Lube Service/Regular Maintenance 

• Cooling Systems • Radiators • Overheating 

• Timing Belts • Brakes • Clutches • General Repairs 

• Air Conditioning/Heaters 

• Electrical Problems/Rewirtng/Shon Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism Repairs • Four-Wheel Drive Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering • CV Joint <4 Axle Sen ice 

• Check Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics • Driveability 

Problems 

• Engine <5 Transmission Rebuilding <4 Replacement 

S'M <x Cilllom.TV 

LICENSED 

SMOffc 

CH^CK 

V 
IWSP€CT)ON A 

REPAIR STATION 

OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

FOLLCTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 

$ 

a 

since 1978 

(415) 285-8588 
611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 18th St.) • S.F., CA 94110 

BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 

$10 
OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 

FREE 
BRAKE 

& 
SAFETY 

INSPECTION 
($42.w VALUE) 

fht &NB ST&f fMiiy 
presents 

M Mother’s Day §£ 
Sunday May 13, 2001 

Make Mom's special day a memorable one. 

Present her with one of our unique gifts!!! 

• Hand-crafted Tea Pots 
• Unique Gin’ Items • 

• Mugs • 

• Chocolate Roses • 

• BALLOONS, and so much more 

Free gift wrap with your Mother's Day purchase!!!!! 

■381600 Church Street at 28th • 824-0414 
12 noon - 6:00 pm Tues. - Fri. • 10:00 am - 6:00 pm Sat. & Sun. 
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RUMORS 
Continued from Previous Page 

tells us that he is acutely aware of the de¬ 

bate over Dan’s lot, and calls it “a unique 

situation because such a (space) is so 

rarely available, so 1 am putting a lot of 

trust in the community process on this one.” 

So are we, Mark. 

s s s 

IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS: Vicki 

Rosen was quite excited by the healthy 

turnout (more than 50) at the Upper Noe 

Neighbors meeting last month. The one 

and only topic was the development pro¬ 

posed for the site of Reilly’s Funeral 

Home at the comer of Dolores and 29th. 

As we reported a couple of months ago. 

Reilly's owner wants to demolish the ex¬ 

isting structure, built in 1927, and erect a 

four-story building with 13 condos. At 

press time, he had plans to provide just 

one parking space per unit. 

Rosen thinks that’s nowhere near 

enough. "We have only 13 parking spaces 

for 32 bedrooms—and we're concerned 

that the developer has shown little will¬ 

ingness to address this issue." 

The Upper Noeyans are scrambling to 

muster forces for a May 10 hearing be¬ 

fore the Planning Commission, which is 

poised to review the condo project. The 

group's request for a two-week continu¬ 

ance has been vetoed by the builders, so 

here we go again. If the commission ap¬ 

proves the plan as is. the Neighbors will 

appeal to the Board of Supervisors. 

Vicki suggests that those wanting to at¬ 

tend the hearing phone 558-6422 after 

May 7 to double-check that Reilly’s is still 

on the Planning Commission calendar. 

s s © 

IN WITH THE NEW: The building that 

housed the Metropolitan Community 

Church at 1508 Church near 27th Street 

(next to Mia’s Flow ers) has been bought 

by a Noe Valley dentist, Sylvia Jimenez, 

who will move her practice from 24th 

Street. Additional professional offices in 

the building will be for rent. 

Sunday, April 29, was the last day for 

the popular vegetarian restaurant Valen¬ 

tine’s, which opened six years ago in a 

Uny storefront on Church near 30th Street. 

"We have developed other interests and 

are just burned out," says Kunal Mukher- 

jee. But he and co-owner Daniel Morri¬ 

son want their loyal customers to know 

that another veggie-minded eatery7 will 

take Valentine's place. The new restau¬ 

rant, called Pomelo, will feature grains 

and noodles. 

s © s 

BASIC OOLONG: Those rumors that 

Sharon Stone recently had her birthday 

party at Lovejoy’s are absolutely true, and 

with eight ol her closest women friends, 

1 might add Of course they ordered the 

deluxe Queen's Tea. Local psychic and 

formerLovejoy’s owner IrishHollenberg 

came by and read tea leal fortunes for the 

party goers. Where are our photographers 

when we need ’em? 

s © a 

KUDOS, KUDOS: Congratulations to 

Mission Police Officer Lorraine Lombar¬ 

do, who was the recipient of the Council 

of District Merchants Police Officer of 

the Year Award. “I’ve been working in 

Noe Valley for 10 years, and it’s really 

nice to be recognized for my community 

policing work here,” she said. 

“Both Lois Perillo and I have built re¬ 

lationships over the years with families in 

the neighborhood, their kids, even their 

pets. It feels great to be of service, and it 

feels fabulous to have the community go 

to bat for me like this.” Thank you. Offi¬ 

cer Lorraine, for everything you do for us! 

The annual report of San Francisco 

Beautiful cites the Alvarado Elementary 

School mural as one of the 2000 Beauti¬ 

fication Award honorees. So maybe we 

could get some toddlers with paintbrush¬ 

es to spiff up Dan’s Gas? 

s © s 

Y OU ARE THE CHURCH STREETLINK: 

The answer to last month’s riddle is J&S 

Barber’s Stephanie Holstein, who will 

gladly recycle that old fur coat or mohair 

sweater into a lovable teddy bear. When 

Stephanie isn’t barbering, she is crafting 

cuddly bruins and porcelain dolls decked 

out in elaborate outfits. Pop over to J&S, 

on Church Street at 25th, where they’re 

on display in the windows. 

That’s all, you all. Ciao for niao, brown 

COW. □ 

Clover Dairy 

Lowfat Yogurt 

Quarts 
32 oz. -reg 2.49 

$2.29 

Orange Juice 
64 oz. -reg 2.99 

$2.79 

Cottage Cheese 
16 oz -reg 1.99 ^ | 

Crystal Geyser 

Alpine Spring 

Water cot 1 5 Liter-reg 89c ClTf 

Lundberg 

Rice Cakes 
Assorted Flavors 

3 for 
$4.00 

ORIZON Horizon 

Organic Nonfat Yogurt 

Packaged Brown Rice 
2 lb -reg 1.99 £ fQf 

$3.00 
6 oz -reg 99e 

89$ 
Brown Cow 

Whole Milk 

Yogurt 
8 oz. -reg 99c 

Brown*- 
ow.($| 

69$ 
w ‘V 

Sale Prices effective 
May 1 • May 16, 2001 

Free Parking 
Across the Street 
In our Very Own 

Parking Lot ! 

Monday • Saturday 

8:00 am • 8:00 pm 

Sundays 

9:00 am • 7:00pm 

We Accept 
ATM Cards ,- 

Discover Cards 

MasterCard & Visa 

Cash & Checks 

ATM 

Itjmm 
Rice Dream 

Rice Beverage 

Martinelli 

Apple Juice 
4x10 oz. -reg 3.99 
+CRV 

32 oz. -reg 2.09 

4 for $5.00 

2 for 
$5.00 

Power Dream 

Soy Energy 

Drinks 
11 oz. -reg $1.50 

999 

GROWER CERTIFIED 
FACILITY CERTIFIED 
PRODUCT CERTIFIED 

ORGANIC 
Santa Cruz 

Organic Juice Boxes 
3x8 oz. -reg 2 39 

“6. 

2 for 
$3.00 

Darcia's 

Organic Tuscan 

Crostini 2 for 
7 oz. -reg 2.99 

Nature's Path 

Puffed Cereals 

999 
all flavors 

5.3 oz. -reg 1.79 

Blue Sky 

Natural Sodas 
6x12 oz. -reg 2.99 

$5.00 
$1.99 

GR 
Food Stamps 

448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110 
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SERVING NOE VALLEY'S REAL ESTATE NEEDS 
SINCE 1972 

knowledgeable 

experienced 

competent 

reliable 

ethical 

... and nice! 

4128 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 415-550-1300 
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Sound of Winter A Father Under Water Elegy for My Mother’s Breasts 

Sky comes down like a fist. 

Girl in a plaid private-school skirt 

curls in a pile of books, 

waiting, as window's fill with dark. 

She wakes to a knob turning. 

Her mother, jaw clenched, eyes wild, 

throws down boxes of frozen food. 

The father flips switches 

until the house blazes. 

Makes himself a drink. 

Don 't you have 

a desk in your room? 

One day she won’t eat. 

Her jeans grow loose, just graze 

her skin. It is a kind of ecstasy, 

sharp hipbones rising, nothing 

to touch her, nothing to need. 

TV voices through walls, 

whip of newspaper pages, 

ice cubes clinking. 

A whole house raging with silence. 

All day I watched you, 

a man I’d known only in motion, 

stopped at the kitchen table 

in blanched April light 

staring out the window 

as if under water. 

Were you studying 

the rough black branches 

crossed against the sky? 

Or imagining, as I was, 

her body, this moment 

under a surgical glare: 

yellow breast flesh scooped away, 

chest wall smooth as a watermelon husk, 

red and shining? 

You didn’t say, just floated there 

as if cut loose from gravity, 

your list of chores in front of you 

without a mark on it. 

Looking down at your hands 

like tools you’d forgotten how to use. 

I sing them because you could not mourn. 

Once they were pink and newly rising 

under Catholic school blouses and arms tightly crossed. 

In the dark of the driveway, the window filled 

with your mother’s sharp silhouette, 

you jerked them back from snaking hands. 

Young husband on your honeymoon, restless in his suit 

sent you back to the room to change, your black dress 

all too open to the cool of your skin. 

And the obstetrician in ’62, who spit breast-feeding 

from his mouth like rotten food— 

so you let your milk dry up. 

My own flat as a field, I watched you step from the bath, 

wreathed in steam 

their roundness resting on your freckled chest, 

nipples the color of coffee with cream. 

The night before, did you linger in front of the mirror? 

Did you hold them in your hands, memorize their weight? 

Or simply welcome thfe taking away 

of fear in the shape of a crab, spreading as you slept? 

Surgery on my birthday is how you said you knew you’d live. 

Though the tumor was only in one, they took them both 

like you wanted, saving the skin 

to sew over saline sacs. 

Afterwards, wrapped and pale as a sausage, 

gripping the button that blessed you with numbness 

you joked: now yours would be firmer than mine. 

And you would never have to speak of what was lost. 

At least they gave you a way to forget. 

Not like your mother, left with one half 

of one breast, as if this were some kind of solace. 

Last week, a doctor reading my chart, a chatty, grandfather-type, 

asked had I thought about it— 

at some point you’d have to ask yourself, 

do 1 lop them off and save myself the worry? 
9 

His hands up in mock decision, smiling. 

He says it twice. Lop them off. 

No. For all the time allowed 

make of this body a monument 

to what is taken, to what is given away. 

Thea Sullivans poetry has appeared in numerous journals, 

including Calyx, Barrow Street, and Haight Ashbury Literary 

Review, as well as the anthology Knowing Stones: Poems of 

Exotic Places. She lives in Cole Valley and has taught creative 

writing in San Francisco since 1995. 

Sheryl Schindler lives in the South of Market area, and for the 

past 15 years has been a partner in Swanda & Schindler 

Photography in San Francisco. Commercial photography is her 

work, and documentary/editorial photography her art. 

The Noe Valley Voice invites,you to submtt fiction, literary nonfiction, or poetry for publication on The Last Page. Please mad manuscripts, which should be no more than 1,500 words, 

to the Noe Valley Voice, 1021 Sanchez Street, San Francisco, CA 94114. Or e-mailkdalle@earthlink.net. Don’t forget to include your name, address, and phone number, and an 

SASE if you want your manuscript returned. We look forward to hearing from you. 


